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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Alir Force Academy
needs new tradition

All the service academies are steeped in tradition. The newest,
Air Force, seemsto havedevel oped atradition of mal e cadetsrap-
ing thewomen.

Worse, thevictimsaretellingtheworld, if awomanreportssuch
acrime, thenormisfor theair forcetocall her aliar, or worse, and
quietly force her out.

Thisisnot about the argument over whether women belongin
the armed forces. Or even about whether women belong in com-
bat.

Womenareintheservice, for better or for worse. Intheair force,
aspilotsandin ahundred other roles, they will find combat.

Forcedtoinvestigate, theair forcesaysit hassofaridentified 56
casesover thelast 10 yearswhere women were raped or sexually
assaulted at theacademy. Investigatorsbelievetherewill bemore.

A squad of 17 investigatorsis camped at the Colorado Springs
campus, digging deeper into the rape scandal. Today, at least, the
air forceistalking about the problem serioudly.

It took acoupleof braveyoungwomento comeforwardandtell
the nation what was happening.

They reported, and others have backed them up, that the acad-
emy didnotinvestigatetheir claims. Instead, air forceofficia stold
them, essentially, that whatever happened wastheir fault.

Onewoman said her only mistakewastrusting asenior cadet to
giveher aridehome.

Eventually, most of thevictimsleft theacademy andtheair force.
They went to other collegeswhererapeisviewed asacrime, not a
sport, today. Whererape crisis centerslisten to women and try to
help them.

Themen— they went on to become officers, if not gentlemen.

Thoughit seemslikethewomenmight havemoreintegrity, that's
the way it happened. They were punished for being victims, the
men were promoted.

It's shameful that one of our vaunted service academieswould
foster such values. Rape has never been a military option for
America, anymore than we would sanction wanton killing of ci-
viliansor any other war crime.

But apparently, air force cadets are not bound to take alady’s
word for it when shesays*“no.”

Theair force saysit isinvestigating. The air force saysit will
clean house. Theair force saysit isteaching cadetsthat no really
doesmean no.

It should go beyondthat. Theyoungwomenwhowerewronged
deserve an apology, and if they want it, another chance at the ca-
reersthey sought.

And the men, the guyswho wouldn’t take no for an answer?

They should be sought out and either drummed out of theforce,
or invited to spend their next vacationin Leavenworth.

America, we should be ashamed that this was allowed to hap-
pen.

It'snot what our military should be. — Steve Haynes
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Being a mother-in-law was a shock

| don’t know about you, but becoming a
mother-in-law wasashock for me.

I didn’t think it would be, but it was.

Overtheyears, I’ vespent al ot of timethink-
ing about why. My main conclusion hasbeen
aresounding - why not?

Familiesall havetheir owndynamicsof liv-
ing.

Parental rules and desired outcomes affect
daily living. Where there is neither of those
things, chaosreigns. Rulesdesignatenot only
boundaries, but alsolove.

| believeGod created parentsto belove-giv-
ers, role-models, rule-makers, boundary-set-
ters. Parentsaretolovetheir childrenandguide
them asthey experience theworld. Too many
parents have relegated those roles, at least in
part, to daycare providers. But that’sfor adif-
ferent column.

There are natural ties between fathers and
daughters, sonsand mothers.

Many times the male bonding or female
bonding doesn’t happen until the child be-
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comesan adult.

| didn't really understand my mother until
after myfather died, and 1’ mgrateful | hadthe
chanceto know her.

It'sdifficult to recognizeachild’ smaturity
and/or ability to make sound decisions with-
out our help. It'sasurpriseto sharehis/her &f -
fectionswith almost total strangers.

| remember ajoke | heard years and years
ago: “Oneof thegreat mysteriesof lifeishow
theboy whowasn't good enoughto marry the
daughter can be the father of the smartest
grandchild in theworld.” I’ ve seen that hap-
pen over and over, haven't you?

So achild grows up and marries amember
of adifferentfamily. Thus, in-lawsarecreated.

Now yearsago, beforethiscountry becameso
mobile, your child would probably marry the
girl/boy next door. The families had known
each other for years. They knew each other’s
values, which tended to be pretty much like
your ownfamily. Eventhen, therewerein-law
problems.

Itisn’t so hardto realizethat not knowing the
family dynamicsonly compoundsany problems.
All at onceyour preciouschildisexposedtoand
listeningtodifferentvoices, differentinfluences
He/she hasto make some compromisesand ad-
justments. It'sdifficult for everyone.

Parenting preparesusfor alot of things, but
it certainly doesn’'t lead naturally to “in-
lawing.” | suppose we just expect it to go
smoothly. We think all we need to do is just
expand our family circle of love. But loveis
expressed in many ways, and not everyone
gives or receives love in the same way. Toc
often misunderstandingsresult and grow.

What aheartbreaking thing to witness; how
God must cry.

Many changed religions in Bible times

Somewho read my last columnintheMid-
week, Tuesday, March 11, edition of The
Goodland Star-Newsmay havebeensurprised
at my suggestion that many people may need
tochangereligions.

However, the Bibletellsusthereareforms
of worship that are unacceptable to God and
that several peoplechangedreligionsinBible
timesin order to serve God acceptably.

Inthefourth chapter of John, aconversation
isrecordedinwhich JesustalkstoaSamaritan
woman who points out that the Jews and the
Samaritansworshipindifferentwaysand asks
whichisacceptable.

Hetellsherinverse21that atimewill come
whenneitherway will beacceptable. Jesustells
thewomaninverse23that peoplewill needto
worship God with spirit and truth.

InMatthew 7:21 Jesussays, “ Not everyone
saying, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter into theking-
dom of the heavens, but the onedoing thewill
of my Father whoisinthe heavenswill.”

Clearly, somereligionsarenot acceptableto
God — those whose members do not do his
will. Amongthosein Bibletimeswho changed
religionswereAbraham, Ruth and Jesus' dis-
ciples. Jesus Christ himself was the one who
started the new religion they changed to.

Joshua24:2 says, “ And Joshuasaid unto all
the people, ‘ Thus saith the LORD God of |s-
rael, Your fathersdwelt ontheother sideof the
flood in old times, even Terah, the father of
Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they
served other gods.””

Hebrews 11:8, 9 says, “ By faith Abraham,
when hewas called, obeyed in going out to a
place hewas destined to receive asaninherit-
ance; and he went out, although not knowing
where hewas going. By faith heresided asan
alienintheland of the promise.”

Although Abraham’s father served false
gods, Abraham served the only true God and
had suchfaiththat hemadesacrificesinhisway
of life to serve Him acceptably. He was re-
warded by having arolein fulfilling God’s
promises.

When Ruth’s husband died, her mother-in-
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law, Naomi, urged her to return to her family
in Moab. Ruth insisted on sticking with
Naomi.

Ruth1:16 says, “ And Ruth proceededtosay,
‘Donot plead withmeto abandonyou, toturn
back from accompanying you; for whereyou
go | shall go, and whereyou spend the night |
shall spend the night. Your peoplewill be my
people, and your God my God."”

Ruth, aM oabitewoman, had marriedan | s-
raglite. Evidently, she saw the value in wor-
shipping the true God as | sraelites did rather
than practicing idolatry as her parents had
done. When her husband died, shewent with
her mother-in-law to Israel and continued in
true worship. She married Boaz and became
an ancestress of Jesus Christ.

When Jesuswasgrowing up, hewas part of
thelsraglitenationand participatedinworship
at thetemple aswastheform of true worship
at that time. When he grew up, he began his
work of “teaching in their synagogues and
preaching the good news of the kingdom.”
(Matthew 9:35)

The Jewswere still under the Mosaic Law,
handed down to them from Moses, who re-
ceived the laws from God. When Jesus died,
hefulfilledthat |aw, openingtheway for anew
form of worship.

Hebrews 10:1, 12 says, “ For sincethe Law
has a shadow of the good thingsto come, but
not the very substance of the things, men can
never with the same sacrifices from year to
year whichthey offer continually makethose
who approach perfect. But this man offered
onesacrificefor sinsperpetually and sat down
at theright hand of God.”

TheJewshadtooffer sacrificesfor theirsins
under the Mosaic Law, but Jesus offered his
life as asacrifice for sins. That was the only

sacrifice needed. While on earth, Jesus chose
hisapostles, call ed di sciplesto himand taught
them what they would need to know for this
new form of worship. When he died, the Jew-
ish form of worship became obsolete from
God's standpoint.

Many Jewsfollowed Jesus, and othersjoined
the new religion after being taught by hisfol-
lowers. Eventually, people from the Gentile
nations were also offered the opportunity tc
receive salvation through Christ.

Acts2:36-38says,“ Thereforeletall thehouse
of Isragl knowfor acertainty that God madehirr
both Lord and Christ, thisJesuswhomyouim-
paled. Now when they heard this they were
stabbed to the heart, and they said to Peter anc
the rest of the apostles, *Men, brothers, what
shall we do? Peter said to them: ‘ Repent, anc
let each one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for forgivenessof your sins.””

Sincethe Jewsrej ected Jesusand put himto
death, the nation as a whole was rejected by
God, but individua Jewswho repented of the
nation’scollective sinand their own personal
sinscouldstill receive salvation. But they hao
tochangetheir religion.

Theworld today isin amoral crisis. Many
peopledonot read the Bible, and few consider
it important to know how to make their wor-
ship acceptable to God. Some people want tc
pick and choosetheteachingsthey likefrome
number of different religions, while others
want to stick with the religion their parents
raised themin.

Jesussaid only thosedoing hisFather’ swill
could bein God'skingdom. We haveto know
what God'swill isinordertodoit. That requires
earnest reading and study of the Bible. When
weknow what God’swill is, wehavetodoit.
That requires effort and sacrifice on our part.

Abraham and Ruthleft thereligionsof their
parentsand wereblessed by God. It wasasac-
rifice for them, but not one they regretted.
Jesus' disciplesfacedintensepersecutionfrom
the Jews and from the Romans, but they en-
dured in order to served God acceptably. We
haveto dothe same.
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