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‘Fast time, slow time’
a perspective on life

Sky magazine contributor Brad
Herzog, a resident of California’s
Monterey Peninsula, hasvowed to
live his life on slow time. — He
wrotethisin December 1998

For most of us, time zones are
hardly adaily concern. They area
pause before a long-distance tele-
phonecall, awristwatch adjustment
after afour-hour flight, abrief mo-
ment of awarenesson New Year's
Eve.

We may go days, even weeks,
without giving the changein hours
asecond thought.

But time zones are like Tijuana:
Thecloser youget totheborder, the
farther you get fromreality, andthe
linesthemselvesseemasif they’ ve
been drawn by adrunken cartogra-
pher.

The swerves and dodges can
make for some strange pairings
(sections of Floridaand South Da-
kotashareatimezone), bizarrejux-
tapositions (part of Oregon ison
Mountaintime, whilepart of Idaho
is on Pacific time) and suspect di-
visions(El Paso seemstohavebeen
kidnapped from the Central time
zone).*

Moreimportant, thequirksof in-
tangible lines can make those who
live on the margins question the
very immutability of time.

Residence on thefringes of time
zones meansthat Fairview, Mont.,
and its sister community of East
Fairview, N.D., are one block and
one hour apart. It means you can
close down a bar at 2 am. in
Riggins, [daho, crossabridgespan-
ning the Salmon River and close
another watering holeat 2 am. in
thetown of WhiteBird, | daho.

And it meansthat from Novem-
ber to March, aresident of South
Bend, Ind., could leave home at 9
a.m. for a9 am. appointment in
Gary, Ind., and makeit in plenty of
time.

The federal government offi-
cially became involved with the
Standard TimeAct of 1918, which
codifiedwhat therailroadshad cre-
ated in the 1880s. Today, the U.S.
Department of Transportationisthe
keeper of the clocks. Thetimeis
overseen by Joanne Petrie, whofor
18yearshasbeenknownasMother
Time.

Petrie, senior attorney in the of -
fice of general counsel, isthe one
who fields requests to move the
timeline. Theprocessbeginswhen

the highest governmental body in
the area, often a county commis-
sion, sendsPetrieapetitionto alter
time.

Petriethen schedulesahearingin
theaffected areaabout theproposed
change, whichcanget quiteconten-
tious, she says, because “timeisa
very intimatething.”

Thehearing isfollowed by ape-
riodinwhich Petrieacceptswritten
publiccommentsabout theissue—
sometimesthousands of them. She
then makes a decision based on a
mandateto makeachangeif it* suits
the convenience of commerce.”

“We interpret that to mean:
Where do people work? Where is
their local airport? Where do they
get their TV stations? Things like
that,” shesaid.

Of course, you can’t please ev-
erybody. Becky Grusing, who has
livedinKendall, Kan., for 30years,
hasseentheMountain Timebound-
ary creep westward like a covered
wagon.

“Thetimezonestopped at Dodge
City when | was akid,” she said.
“Then it moved to Garden City.
Thenitmovedtobetweenthetowns
of Deerfield and Lakin, because
Deerfield wanted Central Timebut
L akinwanted Mountain Time. Now
it'shere.

“They just decideinWashington
what’sbest for us, you know. They
thought they weresolvingtheprob-
lem by moving it farther west. All
they did was movethe problem.”

In fact, most communitiesin
what we might call the time-zone
red-zonehavetakento using short-
hand for time reference, such as
“my time” and “your time.” “Fast
time” and “Slow time” are what
they’ recommonly known in many
of theselocations.

“You determine what time zone
the majority of your population
functions on and go by that,” said
Margrett Stephens, director of the
after-school program at the Lone
Oak Community Center in Lone
Oak, Tenn., arural community atop
Walden Ridge, outside Chatta-
nooga.

Therearetwo other townsonthe
mountain, Walden and Signal
Mountain, bothlocatedinthe East-
ernTimezone. LoneOak isin Cen-
tral time, but because the commu-
nity center serves the residents of
the mountaintop, meaning mostly
an Eastern zone community,
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watch.

Sure, thetime-zonelineindicates
she'sinCentral Standard Time, and
sure, the government draws the
linesfor areason. But the denizens
of the red zone, the people on the
edge of thehour band, aren’t going
toletasilly littlething liketimeget
intheway of life.

“That, Stephens said, “is what
‘livin’ ontheedge’ means.”

* EDITOR’'SNOTE: Hey, it's
not El Pasothat’sinthewrong zone.
It'stherest of west Texas. El Paso
is south of New Mexico and 100

Stephens keeps fast time on her J

Rollover accident on K-27

mileswest of Goodland. The west
half of Texasought to beon Moun-
tainTime.

An accident at the Total truck stop south of Interstate 70 happened Thursday just before press
time, so details were unavailable, except that a 1986 Ford pickup and a 2001 Nissan passenger
car collided on Highway 27 at 12:30 p.m.
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Some things never change ... agriculture isn’t one of them.

In today’s complex business world, you not only have to stay on top of what's going on in
your own back pasture, you have to be aware of what's happening halfway around the world.
Working together you can be both in the fields and on-line at the same time. Getting infor-
mation about everything from replacement tractor parts to the cloning of beef cattle to the
genetic reengineering of corn and soybeans without missing a beat.

The business of agriculture is changing every day, but Farm Credit is still the ag lending
expert. We've been financing America’s agri-businesses for over 80 years, so you might say
we're another partner you can count on.

Western Kansas
" Farm Credit
Formerly the Federal Land Bank Association of Colby

Call 1-800-657-6048

Congratulations Conservation Award Winner!
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www.farmereditkansas.com

Farm Credit is an Equal
Credit Opportunity and
Equal Housing Lender




