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commentary

from our viewpoint...

War’s horror draws
us closer together

TheAmerican General William Tecumseh Sherman, for whom
the county isnamed, wasquoted assaying “war ishell” during his
drivefromAtlantato Savannaduringthelast year of the Civil War.

Today marksthe end of thefirst week of thewar inlrag, and for
someAmericanfamiliesthereissadnessasthey learn of thedeath
of their sons, or that they have been wounded or even taken pris-
oner.

General Sherman’scomment wasonly part of what hehadtosay.
Hesaidthat inwar thereisonly oneway to ensurethe peoplewho
you arefighting surrender, and that isto fight atotal war against
al the peopleuntil they decideit istimeto quit.

Thiswas the principal tactic Sherman used as his troops rum-
maged roughshod over the landscape as they moved through the
Georgiacountryside. They caledit foraging, but for someit was
plain stealing and there were instances of rape and pillage. Sher-
man did not condone that action and when they were brought to
him he had the soldiers punished.

After the Civil War Sherman used the same tactic as he fought
against theAmerican Indiansinthewest. He continued to believe
that thewar against the Indianswould bewon quicker if youwere
attacking thewhole Indian nation.

Over the generations since General Sherman there have been
many wars, and the hell has continued with millions of refugees
and deaths of both soldiersand civilians.

Withtheadvancesintechnol ogy themost recent warshavebeen
fought with the idea of limiting civilian deathsin what is called
collateral damage. Theeffort hasnot been perfect, but it certainly
has changed the picture of war. It islike we aretrying to sterilize
the fight and separate the people who live in the country we are
fighting from those who are shooting at us.

Aswewatchthebombsdrop on Baghdad at night itisstrangeto
watch the cars, trucks and buses driving down the streetsin the
daylight. Themilitary pridethemsel vesand demonstratetheir abil-
ity to destroy abuilding in the middle of the city without damag-
ing thewall nearby.

We have dropped over 23 million leaflets around Iraq telling
soldiersto surrender and telling them not to destroy the oil wells
and equipment that will bevital to thefuture of the country.

Thisisnot awar like any other we have seen or read about, and
asit unfoldstherewill be more surprises and more sadnessaswe
witnessthe pictures of war with thetroopswhich looksmorelike
what General Shermanwasseeingover 140yearsagowhenhesaid,
“warishell.” — Tom Betz
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| can't let this opportunity pass

Itwasinevitable. |’ mthetypeof personwho
can't let an opportunity likethispass.

I’mtalking, of course, about beinginaposi-
tion, asan |-70 commuter, to point out thedif-
ferencesand similaritiesbetween thetwofine
citiesof Colby and Goodland.

That sound you just heard was my editor
groaning.

L et me explain something to you folkshere
in Sherman County that the peoplein Thomas
County hadtofind out thehardway: thisismy
column, and if left to my own devices, | will
writeassilly asl can. You see, it'smy opinion
there's plenty of strife and heartache in the
world, and one of my missionsin lifeisto
spread silliness. So if sophomoric humor and
general sillinessisn’t for you, then stop read-
ing now.

Here are afew of the differences between
Goodland and Colby, as| seethem:

Themost obviousdifference, of course, and
coincidentally, themost timely (punintended)
isthedifferenceintimezones. Colby isinthe
Central time zone. Goodland isin the Moun-
taintime zone.

It'snot for meto say whether that should re-
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main the case or not, but let mejust point out
something: | think if aplacewantsto beinthe
M ountaintimezone, it ought to haveaMoun-
tain, which Sherman County does. M ount Sun-
flower, the highest point in the state of Kan-
sas, qualifies Sherman County for the Moun-
taintime zone. Let’smoveon.

Onething both towns havein common: no
oneineithertownreally thinksit’sfunny when
| wear my Kansas City Chiefssweatshirt with
my Denver Broncos hat. The most common
comment: “What the...?’

Colby hasamiddleschool; Goodland hasa
junior high school.

Goodland hasan 18-holegolf course, while
Colby’sisanine-hole. Oddly enough, | stink
equally on both courses.

It seemslikeit takesalot longer to get from

Goodlandto Colby than from Col by to Good-
land. Thismay have something to dowith go-
ing towork versus going homefromwork.

GoodlandhasaTechnica college; Colby has
a Community college. Neither has afootball
team.

The streets in Goodland are, for the most
part, much wider than the streetsin Colby. At
the same time, Goodland has more dips than
Coalby.

Neither radio station plays anywhere near
enough classicrock.

Colby hasadaily newspaper; Goodland used
to, but now publishes twice-weekly. I’ ve
workedat bothnow, and believeitor not, I think
it'sharder to dothetwice-a-week deal thanthe
daily.

Colby iscloser to Hays; Goodland iscloser
toDenver. | can'taffordtogotoeither onevery
often.

Both communities have been subjected to
the wit and wisdom of a goofball journalist.
Both seem no worsefor the experience.

Darrel Pattillo is on assignment from the
Colby FreePress. Hiscolumn appearsoncea
week.

Thanks for opportunlty to vote on time

TotheEditor

Thank you for the opportunity to vote our
wisheson the changeto Central Time.

Someresidentsof Goodland areonly think-
ing in terms of their own personal reasonsto
changeto Central Time.

Should we disregard the people in other
countieson Central Timethat would preferwe
stay on Mountain Time, sothat they may have
an extrahour to do businesshere?

Let usnot shoot ourselvesinthefoot.

Betty Harden

Goodland

TotheEditor:

The Sherman County commission would
liketo take this opportunity to notify the citi-
zensof Sherman County that we are aware of
the time change issue that is being discussed
inthe community and to officially informthe
citizensthat theBoard of County Commission-
ersisneutral ontheissue.

Wewouldstrongly encourageall citizensto
expresstheir opinionsregarding thismatter by
participatinginthestraw poll that will beheld
onApril 1, 2003, in the lobby of the Sherman
County Courthouse. Thestraw poll will allow
any Sherman County resident, whois18years
of ageor older, toexpresstheir opiniononthis
matter.

Board of County Commissioners

Kevin Rasure

Mitch Tiede

Chuck Thomas

TotheEditor:

“TimeforaChange” hasbeendiscussedand
kicked around by most of the usin our county
sincetheproposa wassuggested afew weeks
ago. Someof usfee strongly that it would ben-
efit economicdevel opment withinour County,
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whilesomefeel that for other reasonsit would
do just the opposite. Thank goodness we all
havetheright to our opinionsastothebenefits
or negativesitwouldbringto Sherman County.

OnApril 1, astraw poll will beconducted at
the Sherman County courthouse in conjunc-
tion with the city and school board elections
being heldat theVeteransof ForeignWarshall.

The straw poll will give usall the opportu-
nity to let our preference beknownif wepre-
fer to moveto Central Timeor stay on Moun-
tain Time. We encourage al residentsto stop
by the courthouse and voteyour preference.

Thethrust of themovement to changefrom
Mountain Timeto Central Timeisto encour-
agetheeconomicgrowth of Sherman County.
Some of the pointsthat justify the changein
our timezoneare:

1. Our school sand collegedeal with sched-
ulesfor activitiesthat arefor themost part with
other schools and college that are on Central
Time. This creates untold lost hours in the
classrooms because of the hour difference
from our time.

2. Merchants, business people, profession-
als and families loose valuable time when
phoningany placeinKansasother thanthefour
countiesthat areon Mountain Time. Wewoul d
be on Kansas time and gain the ability to do
business, without the problem of calculating
thedifferencein timezones.

3. Touristsand other visitorsto our County
would be on time to do business within the
county. How many timeshaveweexperienced

an appoi ntment with someonecominginfrom
Central Time and end up being an hour early
or an hour late because of the confusion they
experienced with Mountain Time?

4. With just four counties in Kansas on
Mountain Time, we wonder why? The logic
doesn’t makesense. Theborder of Kansasand
Coloradoiswherethetimeshould change. The
Tourist Center and motel operatorswill see s
lotlessconfusionandwewill experiencemore
tourist stopping in Goodland for an overnight
stay. Presently, when touristsstop at the Tour-
ist Center going east and find out they are till
inMountain Time, most choosetogoontothe
east to lose the hour rather than wait until the
next morning when they continue east. The
additional overnight touristswill helpwithour
economy by spending their dollarswithin our
county.

We encourage you to give the above points
your consideration and thoughts and support
the proposal for moving to Central Time. Let
your preference be known on April 1 at the
Sherman County courthouse by voting.

JB.McClureand Larry Keirns

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newsencouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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