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Time changed back and forth in 1967
Only the cat knows; shes not talkin

TIME, from Page 1

state must observe Mountain time
effective yesterday (Saturday),”
Dreiling wrote.

“Bill Rhoads, chairman of the
Sherman County commissioners,
said early Saturday, in aconversa-
tion with The News, that he would
advise residents ‘ not to fool with
their clocks.” Rhoadssaidthisishis
own opinion. He said that on April
30, when therest of the state turns
their clocksto conform with Day-
light Saving Time, this area will
take up Mountain Daylight Saving
Time, which, in essence, means
leavingtheclock whereitisnowis,
leavingthosecountiesinother parts
of thestateonehour behindthetime
in Sherman County.”

Problemin Kansas

Asthe date for the time change
moved closer, The Daily News re-
ported that ajoint resolution had
beenintroducedintheKansasSen-
aterequesting that theeasternlimit
of Mountain Standard Time be set
at the Kansas-Col orado border.

It suggested a line should be
drawn that would be more conve-
nient “for the junction points and
division pointsof commoncarriers
engaged in interstate commerce.”

“Itwould bemoreconvenient for
commercewithin the state of Kan-
sasif theentirestatewaswithinthe
same time zone,” the resolution
said, suggesting the Colorado line
as the eastern boundary of Moun-
tain Time.

High court decision

Thelong-awaited decisionby the
Kansas Supreme Court indeed was
handed down onApril 8.

The court said, in essence, that
there was nothing wrong with the
City of Goodland and Sherman
County placing city and county of -
fices on Central Standard Time,
upholding the District Court’s de-
cision.

Plaintiffsinthecasesaidthecity
and county tried to establishthele-
gal timefor the county in the reso-
lution passed in 1965.

But thecity and county said they
were setting the time for office
hoursand workersin the offices.

The plaintiffsargued the resolu-
tion reverting to Central Timewas
inviolation of thetime act of 1918
andthe UniformTimeAct of 19686,
whichrequiredall statestorevertto
their original time.

The court, however, did not rule
on that question. Instead, it said:
“Theonly questionisto determine
whether or not the adoption of the
resolution wasalawful exercise of
the powers of the two governing
bodies.”

Thehigh court said: “Webelieve
such authority is also within the
scope of the broad powers del-
egated to the cities to enact ordi-
nances.”

It continued by saying: “The
resol ution was within the scope of
the lawful authority of the bodies
and notin conflict with any stateor
federal law.”

Waiting for official word

With time running out, and the
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Asthenational changeover to Daylight Saving Time
approached in March 1967, Goodland Daily News
Editor TomDreiling wrotethat no oneknewwhat was
goingtohappentothetimein Sherman County onApril

30:

No one knows but the cat. And, unfortunately, the
cat can't talk. So, as of thiswriting, we are unableto
tell our readersjust what timeit will bein thispart of
the state come April 30, the date set by Congress for
changing, retaining, or breaking the clock.

Thiswriter spentthebetter part of aday onthephone
chatting with an aide to Attorney General Bob
Londerholmand ... United PressInternational tolearn
what action will be taken, clockwise, in those areas
whichwereformerly on Mountain Timewhenthetime
zoneswereset down by Congressinyearsgoneby, and
sincethen adopted Central Standard Time.

Theonly answer wegot fromanyonewas"“wedon’t

know.”

According to adispatch from the Dallas Bureau of
“thefederal bill saysthere

United Press International

April 8.

can be no time differencesin astate.” The article was
referringtoareasof Texasand Kansaswhichhavesome
sectionson Mountain Time.

Weread thisshort paragraph to theaide of theattor-
ney general and the implication was that it is wrong
andthat in effect, thebill readsalittle differently.

So, wedecidedtopop still another question. “When
will adecision onthetime controversy be made?’

The answer we got was “that the decision would
probably beheld up pending aruling fromtheKansas
Supreme Court on the Sherman County timeissue.”

Our next question was: “Whenisaruling fromthe
state’'shigh court expected?’

Theaidetotheattorney general saiditwill bearound

Today weareon Central Standard Time. April 30th
might finduson Daylight Saving Time. Thenagain, it
might beM ountain Daylight Saving Time. Thenagain

by that timeit might just be another time.

No one knows but the cat. She's sitting here smil-
ing. Too bad the cat can’t talk.

end of April approaching the citi-
zensof Sherman County waitedfor
official actionfromthecounty com-
missioners.

OnApril 26, The Daily Newsre-
ported, “In what has been along-
awaited decision the Sherman
County commissionersruledtoday
that until further notice the county
timewill remain the same.

“Interpretation of thisrulingwill
be that Sherman County time will
remain as Central Standard Time
until 2 am. on Sunday when the
time will be changed in word only
toMountain Daylight Time.

“This change of terms does not
congtituteachangeintheclocks. At
2 am. Sunday when the change
goesintoeffectitwill still be2a.m.,
but will be called Mountain Day-
light Time.”

With the Sherman County deci-
sion madethe questioned turned to
what was going to happen in the
surrounding counties, and OnApril
28, The News staff took a poll of
county clerksinanine-county area
toseewhat those countieswould do
withtheir clocks on Sunday morn-
ing.

Washington finally setsit
straight

A couple of days after the time
switch, the Department of Trans-
portation issued astatement which
said time would be observed in
western Kansas “on the basis of
custom prior to theinauguration of
Daylight Saving Timelast Sunday.”

This meant that if central time
had been observed, eventhoughthe
affected area were officially in
mountain time, central timewould
now be used.

Thisapparently brought virtually
all of western Kansasback into the
central fold, leaving only Hamilton
and half of Kearny County inmoun-
taintime.

The 1966 Uniform Time Act
headed the more than 20 counties
back toward mountaintime. Atone
time at the end of April 1967, as
many as15 of thecountiessaidthey
were going on mountaintime.

Thenumber thendroppedtonine

after the story from Washington,
and within two more days, the
mountain counties were Sherman,
Wallace, Greeley, Hamiltonand the
west half of Kearny.

Many advocated the Colorado-
Kansas border be the mountain-
central boundary, ending theconfu-
sioninwestern Kansasschools, of -
fices, county officialsmany others
are confused virtually one day or
hour tothenext astowhat zonethey
aresupposedtobein.

Some county officials said they
were “sitting tight” on mountain
time until they get official word
from Washington.

Neighboring Cheyenneand Tho-
mascountieshad gonetomountain
time, but were reported on central
when the story wasrel eased.

Octaber timechangebrings

new controver sy
Clockswon’t bechanged

A one-hour and five-minute
meeting inthe City Council cham-
bersFriday night resulted in order-
ing city employees to leave their
clocks alone as the change from
Daylight Saving Timeto Standard
Timewasmade, TheNewsreported
onOct. 29, 1967..

This meant Sherman County,
which had been observing Moun-
tain Daylight Timethe past several
months, was now on Central Stan-
dard Time. Those 100K ansascoun-
tieswhi ch had been observing Day-
light Timemovedtheir clocksback
one hour at 2 am., putting them
back on Central Standard Time.

Thespecial meetingwassparked
by anorder issuedlate Thursday by
Mayor Sparksthat all city employ-
ees would move their clocks back
one hour Sunday morning and be-
ginworking Monday on Mountain
Standard Time.

The council, or members of the
council, felt the mayor acted with-
out authority inissuingtheorder. It
was pointed out at the meeting that
the mayor isthe administrative of -
ficer of the city, and does not need
council approval to tell city em-
ployeeswhen to cometowork.

Several councilmen felt they
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should have been consulted on the
matter, which was the reason be-
hind the meeting.

Attending the meeting besides
Mayor Sparks, councilmen Bob
Fenner, Jim Riley, Hap Carroll,
Max Carmanand Ed Carelton, were
County Commissioners Bill
Rhoadsand Paul Kuhrt, inaddition
to attorneys Pete Whalen and Tom
Oglevieand reporters.

Quiteadiscussionensued. Itwas
stressedthat thetimeact, asit reads,
appliesonly tothose coming under
Interstate Commercerulesandfed-
eral employees. It doesnot bind any
city or county governing body. But,
othersargued, after the Department
of Transportation finally makes a
decisiononthematter, “it might be
advisablefor thecitiesand counties
to consider that decision in setting
their timepolicy.”

Inwasfurther brought out at the
meetingthat Sherman County com-
missioners approved aresolution
that spring asking county employ-
ees not to change their time “ until
further notice.” It was this resolu-
tionthat apparently ignited thecity
motion to ask “city employeesand

city clockstoremainonexactly the
sametime until further notice.”

Councilman Bob Fenner said he
had received 21 calls since the
mayor’s order was aired, by resi-
dents of the city who did not want
tomovetheir clocksagain. Fenner,
who made the motion to leave the
timeasitis, said he felt “nothing
should be doneabout thetimeuntil
the Transportation Department
handed down some sort of ruling.”

Councilman Ed Carleton ques-
tioned whether federal offices
wouldbeaobservingadifferenttime
than city employeesif thetimeisnot
changed. Whalen excused himself
at the meeting and made a call to
Postmaster Dale Rauscher to ask
what time the post office will ob-
serve. Whalen reported that
Rauscher said the post office will
utilize the prevailing time in the
community.

Also brought up at the meeting
wasthepossihility of areferendum
election, the next spring to seejust
what time the peopl e of the county
wishto observe.

County Commissioner Kuhrt
saidhewouldbeinfavor of suchan
election.

“1 think it would be agood idea
to let the people decide what time
they want,” hesaid. Commissioner
Rhoads agreed.

A lotof questionswereaskedand
many opinionsvoiced. Andtheend
result was approval of amotion to
let the time in the city and county
remain as it was, eliminating the
necessity of changing the clock.

Thereisnoevidencethat theidea
of thereferendumonthetimeissue
wasfollowedthroughwith, at least
notinthespring of 1968, anditwas
such anon issue by then that there
washo mention of changingtimeat
all inthefirst sixmonthsof theyear.

Thecounty revertedtoMountain
Standard Timein October 1968, ac-
cording to the stories in The Daily
News, but that wasnot theend of the
time question. It came up again in
thespring of 1989, whenastraw pall
was conducted which came out in
favor of staying on Mountaintime.
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with regard to charges of
exhibiting pernicious
pettifoggery toward the
Elderly in small-town
America.

Has anyone seen
this woman?

Her real name is “Rain”
0O.A., but she has been
known to go by sundry
other flowery aliases,
such as Tilda Tulip, Ida
Iris, or Claudia Crocus,
her all-time favorite, inan
attempt to alter a run of
bad luck. She has been
sighted on occasion, after
dark, at various
Bowladiums, where she
has been referred to as
Strikeless Stella. Rumor
hasit, that while frequent-
ing these rowdy bowling
establishments, she has
often assumed the iden-
tity, Beverly Bouncer, and
can be found in the com-
pany of her cohort, AKA
Bonny Bouncee, pictured
below.

If anyone has any infor-
mation concerning the
whereabouts of either of
these Matronly Maids of
Mayhem, please call,
111-555-Scathed.

Internet tonight!
899-2338
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Know Your School Board Candidates

1. No New Taxes

stands for:;

2. Reduced Administrator Costs
3. Strong support of classroom teachers in discipline,

instruction and finances
4. Closing one elementary building if enrollment declines

further
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5. Treating every student as a special gift from God
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