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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Why did we think
war would be easy?

War, said Gen. W.T. Sherman, that favoriteof southerners, ishell.

Why wethought it would be otherwiseisapuzzle.

Asthecasualtiesmountedinto thedozens Sunday, overwrought
televisionreportersbegan questioningtheallied driveto Baghdad.

TheCNN web sitetrumpeted thewar’s" bloodiest day.” Ameri-
cangeneral scameunder sharp questioning. Americantroopscon-
tinuedtheir drive.

Thehand wringing was amost laughable. AImost.

Theskirmishesthecoalitionencountered ontheroad to Baghdad
so far could not be compared to the slaughter at OmahaBeach or
Gettysburg or Pork Chop Hill.

Thisisawar, andwar ishell.

But sofar, our feet arejust alittlewarm.

The American columns advanced more than halfway to their
target before they encountered any significant opposition.

More allied fighters were being lost to accidents — helicopter
crashes, stray missiles, auto crashes— thanto the enemy.

Thelragi regular army’smain role seemed to beto surrender to
theAmericansand British.

Bunker buster “ smart bombs” followed oneanother downtothe
basement level of Saddam’ spal aces, and an easy triumph appeared
to bewithinreach.

But thereisno free passinwar, no* get-out-of -jail-free” card.

Didit surpriseanyonethat Saddam’shenchmenwould mistreat
and abusethefew American prisonersthey havetaken, amerefive
compared to thethousands of Iragisin our hands?

Didit surprise usthat hismilitiaswoul d appear out of uniform,
waving awhiteflag, totrick Marinesinto an ambush?

(Thismove servesadua purpose, to kill afew Americansand
tomakeit muchharder for Iragi troopstogiveup. Cruel, but effec-
tive.)

Thisisaregimethat usesrapeandtortureastoolstointerrogate
and punishitsown people. A regimethat gassed whol evillages of
itscountrymen. A regimethat torturesnot just someonewho speaks
againstit, but their entirefamily.

AstheAmerican columnsnear thetarget, resistanceislikely to
get moreintense. We will lose more soldiers. Therewill be more
accidents.

But make no mistake. The administration and the military in-
tendtowin. They will not rest until Saddamisgone.

It'sawar that no onewanted — not theworld, not America, cer-
tainly not President Bush.

It'sawar that will bemoredifficulttowinthanthefirst few days
revealed. But we expect to win it. The American command says
our advanceis* unstoppable.”

They expected difficulty along theway.

Atabriefing Sunday, aBritishreporter asked theAmericangen-
eral inchargeif the problemsof theweekend had madethemreal -
ize the war would be more difficult than the commanders had
thought.

“No,” hesaid with aglare of contempt, turning to take the next
guestion.

Thehighcommand, knowing Saddam Husseinand knowingwar
ishell, knew what to expect all along.

Hard times, and victory. We pray for them. —Steve Haynes

The Goodland Star-News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: star-news@nwkansas.com
Steve Haynes, President :

Tom Betz, Editor """ﬁf
Managing Editor i 20PN 03/
Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor ~ —
Darrel Pattillo, Reporter
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor

Bill Wagoner, Phyllis Hadley, Advertising Sales
Adv. Production  Sheila Smith, Office Manager

B

2002

ASSOCIATI
MEMBER

COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Mary Jo Tapparo Lana Westfahl
Teneile Lovelace

nwkansas.com
N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services
(nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Published every Tuesday and Friday except the days observed for New
Year'sDay and Christmas Day, at 1205 MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Good-
land, Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send addresschangesto TheGoodland Star-News, 1205
MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: star-news@nw-
kansas.com. Advertising questions can be sent to: goodlandads@nwkan-
sas.com

TheGoodland Star-Newsassumesno liability for mistakesor omissions
in advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three
months, $20; six months, $38; 12 months, $72. Out of area, weekly mailing
of two issues: three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. Mailed
individually eachday: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

Incorporating:

The Goodland Daily News

1932-2003

SHERMAN, COUNTY

" STYR

The Sherman
County Herald

Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

HMMM... EXTREME
NERVOUSNESS,
PERSPIRATION AND
NAUSEA... :

A DESIRE TO INHABIT [
CLOSE, DARK SPACES £
UNDERGROUND...

SO0UNDS
LIKE THE

%} -

Toreuh (APTAL- YovaNAL

e ry

Respect seems to be in short supply

| don’t know about you, but don’t you think
respectisin short supply?

Good mannersandrespect seemtobed owly
disappearing from the American scene.

| supposeit could oneof thoseol d-fashioned
valueswemodernsdon’t need anymore.

Well, | disagree.

Isrespect aGod-givenright? | believeitis.
Every personisachild of God, createdinGod's
image. Whatisn't theretorespectinthat sense?

Yet, many of us prefer to behave morelike
animals than creatures made almost like an-
gels. Thereisasaying: “God don't make no
junk. It takesus humansto do that!”

So the God-given right becomes something
not everyone automatically deserves.

Demanding respect fromyour childrenwhen
they don’t seeyou demonstrating respectisn’t

lorna
gt

f ® commentary

fair. Eventhough one of the Ten Command-
ments says“ Honor your parents,” honor still
hasto be deserved.

| wonder if respect hastobeearned over and
over?Or canwerely onitsawaysbeingthere
if wehad it sometimein our past?

That’ssomething to consider.

Canitbelostif youmakeamistake? Surely;
itcanbe. But establishinganover-all good char-
acter goesalongway toward regai ning respect
or at least being given the benefit of the doubt.

But be careful: respect, liketrust, ishard to
get back onceit’slost. Sadly, peoplearen’t as
forgivingasGodis.

Sounds like I’'m going around in circles,
doesn’tit?

Well, | am. | guess

| wishweall behaved asGodintended sowe
wouldn’t haveto think about deserving or not
deserving respect - let a onewhether or not tc
giveit.

Maybe respect isn't even material to your
world. Maybeyoudon't careif you haveit or
giveit.

How sad. Society isso much better whenwe
exhibitittowardeachother. Diversityisgood.
Theworld would be acolorless, boring place
if wewereall aike.

| wonder if we' d respect each other then.

Change to central makes late news later

TotheEditor:

The change to Central Time will bring our
late news and weather on at 10:00 p.m. Most
peoplewill have goneto bed by thistime.

Sherman County has an advantage by stay-
ing on Mountain Time. It gives us and our
neighborsto the north, east and south an extra
hour to shop here, and we will still belong to
the 21st century.

LoisCossman

Goodland

TotheEditor:

Thisletter isjust my opinion about thetime
issue. | believe we should change to Central
Time.

Thoseof uswho havelivedin Goodland for
morethan 50 years have already experienced
Central Time. Years ago, our time stayed on
Mountain Time year around. Now in the
spring, itmovesforwardjust likeCentral Time
in the old days. As confusing as that sounds,
and is, we have all somehow adjusted to the
changesinthetime, and now adjust each spring
andfall.

Although we all have our personal reasons
why we prefer Mountain or Central Time, or
both, itismy opinionthat weshouldlook at the
timeissueastoitseffect upon our community
andthecommunity’srelationshiptotherest of
northwest and all of Kansas.

SCHOOLS: | am assuming over 95 percent
of our school eventsinvolve other schoolsin
the Central Time Zone. To participatein all
extracurricular activities(and they arenumer-
ous), we lose that hour from our educational
process when our students leave to attend an
event in the Central Time Zone. The loss of
educational timebecause of travel tothe Cen-
tral TimeZoneisgreat.

MEDICAL CARE: Itistruethat most of our
consulting physicians come from the Moun-
tainTimeZone, although moreand moreof our
elderly citizens are going to Hays for health
caretoavoidtheDenver traffic. Further, many
of our patientsat thehospital comeinfromthe
Central Time Zone and once again, the “cal-
culation” of whentobepresent for an appoint-
ment creates problemsfor those who are both
elderly andill.

BUSINESS: M ost of our community’ sbusi-
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nessisdoneintheCentral TimeZone. AlImost
all of our business with the state and federal
governmentisdoneintheCentral TimeZone.
| realizemany of usdo not work an 8-to-5job,
but most government and most businessesin
the city do work such hours. That being the
case, thereareat | east four hoursper day when
we don't have access to those business and
governmental officesin the Central Time
Zone. At 8 am. Mountain Time, we have
missed an hour of Central Timeaccess. At 11
am. Mountain Time, the “ Easterners’ go to
lunch. At hoonMountain Timewegoto lunch.
At 4 p.m. Mountain Time the “ Easterners”
have gone home for the day. By changing to
Central Time, businesses and government
would have the same access to the * Eastern-
ers’ astherest of the state.

GEOGRAPHY: There are 105 countiesin
Kansasandfour onMountainTime. St. Francis
and Elkhart arejust asfar west asweare, and
they survive on Central Time. It seemsto me
that all 105 counties on the same time zone
makes sense and maybethe other three coun-
tieswouldfollow our lead.

TIMEITSELF: A farmer friend of minere-
cently said “anyway you look at it, there are
just 24 hoursinaday” and heworks sunup to
sundown so it doesn’t matter to him.

For those who are concerned about access
toour businesses, | believemost businessesin
our community would stay openpast 5p.m. if
customer demand required it.

Thereareonly 24 hoursintheday. Itismy
opinionthat weshould measurethemandtime
them for the most good for themost people. It
think it will be hard to adjust to the sun being
upuntil 9:300r 10intheevening, but thenthat
givesmemoretimefor yardwork. Butthatis
one of those little personal issues that in my
opinionweshould avoidif our community as
awhole would be benefited by avoiding the
constant confusion and calculation we daily,
andevenhourly, find ourselvesgoing through

with almost everyonewetalk to.

Thisisjust my opinion. | respect your right
todisagreewithit. | justhopeyouwill consider
changing our community to Central Time.

VoteTuesday at thecourthouseonthisissue.

RonVignery

Goodland

Tothe Editor:

One of the best things about Sherman
County isbeingintheMountain Time Zone.

Noon should comewhen the sunisdirectly
overhead, not at the 10 0’ clock position.

We have always managed the simple math
problem of adding or subtractinganhour. Why
hasthis suddenly become so difficult?

Anadditional hardshipfallsonworking par-
entswho must prepare children for school an
hour or two earlier inthe morning, depending
on Central Time or Central Daylight time.
Imaginethisondark winter mornings! Surely
we don’t need this added stress of hours set
ahead.

Young childrenneed adequaterest for health
and good school performance.

Sometourists desire to stop early and shop
and some wish to go on. Wal-Mart would be
the biggest incentiveto stop and shop, not the
time. Unlesstouristsstopped extremely early,
most downtown businesseswould be closed.

Everyone commentson how fast timeflies.
Why speed it up an hour or two?

Wearethankful to beableto voteonthisis-
sue.

Evelyn Schindler

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit |etters for length and good taste.
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