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commentary

from our viewpoint...

\oters say Mountain,
time Issues remain

When the votes were tabul ated |ast week, the result was are-
sounding signal to the county to stay inthe Mountain Time Zone.

We want to thank everyone who participated in the time zone
straw poll. We at The Goodland Star-Newswere pleased with the
wonderful turnout of 1,450 people.

Theoverwhel ming majority wanttoremainon Mountain Time,
but there were two main issues that seemed to surface during the
weeksbeforetheactual vote. For thosewhowork with Topekaand
areasto the east, which seemed to be mostly the government and
officepeopl e, thequestionwasoneof convenienceand frustration.
Theother side seemed to beretailerswho depend on people com-
ing into their stores, and a feeling that being on Mountain Time
wasan advantagefor them.

Lookingat thetwoissues, it wasclear that no matter whichway
the vote came out, one side was not going to be satisfied, and we
began looking at what options there are for handling the issues
which remain after thevote.

What could Sherman County and Goodlanddotobemoreinline
with thetiming of thepolitical and businessofficestothe east?

One suggestion would be to change the operating times of the
city and county officesto match the timein Topeka. Thiswould
mean opening the courthouse and city administration buildingsat
7 am. This could be done by aresolution from the commission-
ers, similar to what was donein 1965. The time zone would not
change, but rather theworking times.

Some officials see this as an advantage in that not only would
they beableto better coordinateeffortswiththeeastern part of the
state, but they seeit asaway toimprovecustomer serviceby being
open when more people can get to the offices.

By opening earlier, the schedul e could match the eastern part of
the state, and for the courthouse, thiswould mean that the offices
which now closefrom 12to 1 would closefrom 11 to 12 and then
beopenfor thosecitizenswho can or must do businessinthecourt-
house on their lunch hour. Currently, the only office that appears
to remain open during the lunch hour isthe county treasurer, and
to handlethis, she has her people on aflexible working schedule
sothereisalwayssomeone available.

Following such achange in schedule would accommodate the
timingissuesfor thecity and county offices, and could beadopted
by other officeswhich must deal with thetimeissueto theeast.

If the vote had goneto the Central Time side, therewould have
been aproblem for retail businesses, and it would seem asimilar
suggestion could havebeen madeto changethestorehourssothey
wereopen|aterintheeveningand possibly not asearly inthemorn-
ing. Withthesebusinesses, themainreasonthey wanted toremain
onMountaintimewasthecustomerscomingto Goodlandwholike
to havetimeto shop before the storesclosefor the day.

No matter how the vote came out, therewould alwaysbeanis-
sue because Sherman County will alwaysbe ontheedgeof atime
zone. Movingthetimeproblemtothecounty lineonthewest would
not havesolved either of theseproblems, but theremay bewaysto
makeit easier to deal with thetimewe have. — Tom Betz
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A visit to the land of sand, Saudi Arabia

Eachyear I'mtrying to visit adifferent coun-
try. Thisyear it was Saudi Arabia.

No, | didn'tgrabajet andfly totheland of sand.
| signed up for an embassy tour during the Na-
tional Newspaper Association’s meeting in
Washington.

Lastyear, | visited Chili andwasenchanted by
that long, skinny country which stretchesnearly
thelength of South Americaand haseverything
fromtropical to arctic conditions.

Thisyear, | had my choice of threeembassies
— Saudi Arabia, Taiwan or Switzerland. (Actu-
ally Taiwandoesn’'t havean embassy, becauseour
official diplomatic relations are with mainland
China. But it hasa“place” in Washington that
looksand actslikeone.)

| chose Saudi Arabia because it seemed the
most topical. Back in December when| mademy
decision, therewas alot of saber rattling going
on. | really didn’t expect that therewould beawar
onwhen | got to Washington.

Onethingthat I’ velearned over the course of
thelast coupleof yearsindealingwithdiplomatic
things— when peopleinviteyouto their place,
they want to sell you something.

Whenl say sell, | meanideol ogically. TheChil-
eans wanted most-favored-nation trade status.
The Taiwanese wanted respect and diplomatic
relations. The folks in Hong Kong wanted to
show how freethey werefromthemainland gov-
ernment, and the Red Chinesewanted our money
tobuildtheir infrastructure.

The Saudiswalk athinline. They want to as-
sureusthat they areour friends, but still not make
the guy next door so mad at them that he starts
taking potshotsat them, also.

Westarted our meeting withashort filmabout
Saudi Arabia, theland of sand.

Thecountry isamonarchy ruled by King Fahd
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® Open season

binAbdulaziz. ISamisthe statereligion.

Islam isto Saudi Arabiawhat Catholicismis
totheVatican. Thecountry isfounded onthere-
ligion and theruler takes hispower from there-
ligion.

Inthebimonthly newd etter of theembassy, the
king is referred to as “the custodian of the two
holy mosques.” Itdoesn’t specifically say where
thesemosguesarebut I’ [l bet at | east oneof them
isinMakkah (which |’ veawaysseenwrittenas
Mecca)

Makkah is the birthplace of the Prophet
Mohammed and the most sacred place in the
worldtoMuslims. Thisiswhereevery year, mil-
lions of them go on pilgrimage. Saudi Arabia
takesserioudly thedutiesand responsibilitiesthat
go with having such a place within its borders.
Every effort is made to help pilgrims. No non-
Muslimisallowedinthecity orin Madinah, an-
other holy city.

Saudi Arabiaisanail-richnationwith agricul-
ture and tourism. It also contains one of the
world'slargest and driest sand desert— the Rub
Al Khali.

The nation saysit is slowly working its way
towardsdemaocracy, but it still hasawaysto go.
Universal health careand educationareoffered,
but according to the newsl etter, the country’s
budget will have a deficit again this year, al-
though because of higher-than-expected oil
prices, last year’s deficit was only 8.25 hillion

riyals($2.2 hillion). Much of the budget goestc
education and to modernize the country.

The Saudi government extends an invitation
tovisitorsto come seeitscamel races, mosques
and marketplaces. | would love to take them up
onit. | couldn’t go to Makkah or Madinahand |
couldn’t drive myself —women aren’t allowed
todrivethere, or tovote— butitwouldbeagreat
trip.

Well, maybe next year or theyear after.

Understanding
the Muslim faith

Nodiscussion of Saudi Arabiawould becom-
plete without thetenants of the Muslim faith:

1. Testimony — Thereisno God but Allahand
Mohammed isHis prophet.

2. Prayer—Muslimsareexpectedto pray fac-
ing Makkah five times aday, first standing anc
then kneeling at dawn, noon, afternoon, sunset
and night.

3. Fasting — During the month of Ramadan,
theninthmonthinthelslamiccalendar, all Mus-
limsmust fast, abstaining from food, water anc
sex from sunup to sundown each day.

4. Almsgiving— In Saudi Arabia, thegovern-
ment hasan agency aspart of thefinance minis-
try tocollectthealms, whichequal about 2.5 per-
cent of each person’sincome.

5. Pilgrimage — Each able-bodied Muslim
who can afford it is expected to make the Hajj,
theholy journey toMakkah, duringhisor her life-
time. Thisis made during the last month of the
Islamic year and the city hosts between one and
two million pilgrimsayear.

They can show common sense In Topeka

Somedays, they show alittlecommon sense
in Topeka.

It happened last week when a Johnson
County senator refused to push a provision
which would have changed Kansas law to
makeitillegal for parentstolet their children
have abeer.

The plan was part of a package of tough
measures being pushed by the anti-drinking
lobby, tightening laws on teen-age drinking,
driverslicensesand partying.

One section would have repealed the law
allowingparentstogivetheir ownchildren (but
not other peopl€’s) grocery store, or 3.2, beer.

Thesponsor, Sen. Kay O’ Connor of Olathe,
said shehad not heard any complaintsor seen
any evidencethat therewasaproblemwiththe
law.

And, she said, “I think we live in a society
where parents should be trusted to make that
decision.”

Imagine that, trusting parentsto raise their
own children. What isthis state coming to?

The drinking nazis were incensed, though
thebill still containssectionswithtougher pen-
atiesforteen-agedrunk driversand makingit
acrimetolet teensdrink at your house.

Thelaw only allows parentsto give beer to
their kidsunder their direct supervision. They
can’'tgiveakidasix pack and send himout on
thetown.

And that seemsfair tome.
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If parentswant tolet their kidsdrink abrew
at home, where they’ re safe and supervised,
why not? Not everyone would do it. Not ev-
eryonewould think it was OK. But isn’t that
just the kind of decision families ought to be
ableto make?

Though frankly, | suspect most of the kids
would rather sneak off and drink thebeer with
their friendsthat withthefolks. Aswithadults,
it'sasocial thing.

Butwherewouldit bebetter forkidstolearn
about drinking, at home, under control, or at
somewild party inthewoods?

| know, it’s not good for them. They could
get hurt. They’ renot old enough.

But alot of them aregoing to do it anyway.

Let parentshavearoleinthis.

Anyway, the section is gone and the law
staysasit is. It'sarare victory for common
senseand individual liberty.

On another front, a*“compromise” would
allow school districtsto get out of publishing
their administrators' salariesfor thepublicto
read.

Instead of paying to havethesalariesinthe

local newspaper, they would berequiredtojust
send thelist to the paper, which could publish
itor not.

That may soundlikeacompromise, sincethe
state’s school boards had wanted to do away
withthelist.

Thelaw requiring school districtsto publish
the information has been on the books for
years, but apparently al of the state's school
disticts have ignored it. Now, instead of get-
ting slapped for breaking thelaw, it lookslike
they will get out of it.

Theinformationisapublic record anyway,
and any citizen can go look it up. But having
thedistrictspublishthelist makessensetome.
Why shouldn’t they have to tell people what
they are paying the superintendent?

And whilethe school boards argue that the
cost isaburden, thefact is, it'sonly be afew
dollarsper district. They can affordit.

They just don’t want usto know.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes|ettersfrom readers. L ettersshould
betypewritten, and must include atelephone
number and asignature. Unsigned | etterswill
not be published. Form letterswill bereected,
as will letters deemed to be of no publicin-
terest or considered offensive. Wereservethe
right to edit lettersfor length and good taste.
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