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commentary

from our viewpoint...

State drives dagger
Into rural Kansas

Onceagain, the state government drives adagger deepinto the
heart torural Kansas.

Withfriendslikethegovernor and her Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services, we'll belucky tosurviveat all.

Inthelatest insult, Secretary Janet Schalansky announced that
nearly all the department’s county offices in western Kansas —
includingthosein Oberlin, Norton, Atwood, Hoxieand St. Francis
— will beclosed.

Not only will service to rural residents in need be reduced to
nearly nothing, but hundreds of state jobs will be transferred to
Topekaand afew other larger towns.

Thetownsthat will get thejobsdon’t really need them — Lord
knows, thereareenough bureaucratsin Topekaal ready — andthe
townsthat will losethem by and large can’t replace them.

That’sapretty good economic devel opment move.

Worseyet, rural Kansanswill continueto betaxedto pay for those
jobs, andthat tax money now will bespent, not here, butinTopeka,
Kansas City or Hays.

Instead of going down to the social servicesofficeto apply for
help, and talkingto afriend or neighbor, peoplewill call atoll-free
telephone number and talk to some facel ess agent milesaway.

Where today, welfare workers know their towns and their cli-
ents, tomorrow, workers on the phone bank probably won’t even
know wherethe callsare coming from. They’ll just be case num-
bersto be processed before the end of the shift.

It's the Southwestern Bell business model: Do everything by
phone, from an officefar away, and try to act likeyou care.

Why our state government wants to act that way isa mystery.
According to the secretary, no onewill belaid off. The projected
savingsareonly about $300,000 ayear for officerentand utilities.
Andtravel costswill go up ascaseworkersareforcedtodriveall
over theplacetovisit clients.

Think of theinconvenience and degradation to people out here
who need help but no longer can get it at home.

Think of what happensto long-time state workerswho will be
facedwiththechoiceof uprootingtheir familiesor losingtheirjobs.
Many of them, most maybe, have no desire to live in Topeka or
Wichita. Alot of themprobably likethesmall-townlife, but tokeep
itthey’ Il haveto find other work.

Andjobsarehardto comeby inrural Kansas.

Some of them, ironically enough, might be forced to draw un-
employment and sign up— by phone, of course— for public as-
sistance.

All tofulfill someTopekabureaucrats dream of efficiency.

Why isthe state doing thisto our communities?

It'shardtosay, butit’'sagood bet that the secretary and her min-
ionsneither know nor careabout theeconomicor social effectstheir
decisionwill haveonrural Kansas.

They don’t live here, they don’t know or understand our prob-
lems. Andthey could careless.

Thisisaplanbornunder Gov. Bill Gravesand carried out under
new Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, who kept Graves’ manager on at
Saocia Services.Atthispoint, only shecouldstoptheplan, but there
isno evidencethat the governor cares, either. — Seve Haynes
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Men and women certainly aren’t the same

| don’t know about you, but | don’t think
women and menaremuch thesameat all, and
that’s probably agood thing.

ThewholeUnisex thing of the 70’swasjust
aconundrum to me.

Of coursg, | findlotsof thingspuzzlingwhen
| really analyzethem.

Men, for instance.

So today I'll talk about women. Here are
some quiotes about women:

1) “She'sasdemure asan oncoming train”
— DonnalL.Mazza Well, | guesswe' re not
all dainty and feminine.

2) “Nicecage; nohird’ —Ray Hayes. Please
notice: Mr. Hayesnor | mentioned blondes.

3) “Itmattersmorewhatisinawoman’sface
thanwhatisonit” — Unknown. Both harsh-
ness and kindness, smiles and frowns soon
carveawoman'sface sothat itiseasily read-
able. And makeupissupposed to enhance—
not mask. Which leadsusto the next quote:

4) “Theexpression awoman wearson her
faceisfar moreimportant than theclothesshe
wearson her back” — Unknown.

5) “There are no ugly women. Thereare
only women who do not know how to look

What does Jesus’ u

The U.S. constitution is set up to protect
peoplefrombeingunfairly triedand convicted
of crimesthey did not commit. Itisbased partly
onlawsset upinthepast to protect peopleand
hassucceededin protectingalot of people. But
that isnot aguarantee.

There were laws in Jesus' day to protect
peoplefromunfair trials, but that did not pro-
tect Jesus. Why? Because people broke those
lawsandtried himunfairly.

What laws did they break? According to
Jewishtradition, the Sanhedrincouldtry acapi-
tal case only in the hall hewn of stonesin the
templeprecincts, notinthehighpriest’shouse.

Thetrial needed to be held during the day,
not after sundown. And in a capital case, a
guilty verdict had to beannouncedtheday fol -
lowing the conclusion of thetrial. Hence, no
trials could be held on the eve of the Sabbath
or afestival since the Jews were not to work
onthosedays.

Jesus had eaten the evening meal with his
apostles before going to the garden of
Gethsemane to pray. He was there when ar-
restedandwasimmediately putontrial. There-
fore, histrial took placeat night.

Matthew 26:57, 58 says, “ Those who took
Jesusinto custody led him away to Caiaphas
thehighpriest, wherethescribesandolder men
weregatheredtogether. But Peter kept follow-
ing him at agood distance, asfar asthe court-
yard of thehigh priest, and, after goinginside,
hewassitting with thehouse attendantsto see
theoutcome.”

Jesus' trial took place at the high priest’s
home. In verse 66, they read his sentence:
“What isyour opinion?They returned answer:
Heisliabletodeath.”

The Jewish officialsannounced Jesus’ sen-
tenceat theend of thetrial that night; they did
not wait until thefollowing day. And they put
him to death on the day of the Passover festi-
val.

TheJewish officialsalso broke God'slaws,
which he gave to the nation through Moses.
One of those laws is found at Deuteronomy
16:19,whichsays, " Youmust not pervert judg-
ment. Youmust not bepartial or accept abribe,
for the bribe blinds the eyes of wise onesand
distortsthewords of righteousones.”

Luke22:3-5says, “ Then Satan entered into
Judascalled | scariot, who was of the number
of thetwel ve; hewent away and conferredwith
the chief priests and captains how he might
betray him to them. And they were glad, and
engaged to give him money.”

The chief priests bribed Judas to betray
Jesus, aclear violation of God'slaws against
accepting or paying bribes.

Another of God's laws is found at Exodus
20:16, which says, “You shall not bear false
witnessagainst your neighbor.”
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pretty” — Unknown. Haven't you yourself
seenwomenwhodidn’tknow how tomakethe
most of their best features. Sometimeslifeis
justtoo hardto eventry.

6) “When downinthedumps, | get myself
anew hat. | oftenwonderedwherel got them”
— Unknown. Don’t youremember back when
every social occasion necessitated a hat and
gloves? There were some pretty strange hats
then. Thank goodness we don’t do that any-
more. However therearemany timesl’ drather
seeawoman dressed up with anew spring hat
than asloppy T-shirt!

Here'sane-mail | receivedinJune2001for-
warded from someone, author unknown:

“Ten Things That Men Understand about
Women”
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Mark 14.55, 56 says, “ Now thechief priests
and the whole council sought testimony
against Jesus to put him to death; but they
found none. For many bore false witness
against him, and their witness did not agree.”

Those leaders sought people out to testify
falsely against Jesus, another violation of
God'slaws.

And they had even decided before thetrial
even began that they were going to put Jesus
to death. Matthew 26:3, 4 says, “ Thentheel-
dersof thepeoplegatheredinthepalaceof the
high priest, whowascalled Caiaphas, andtook
counsel together in order to arrest Jesus by
stealthandkill him.”

Theoutcomeof histrial wasfixed. Thisisn't
theonly trial in history with afixed outcome.

Other fixed trials were held in the 1100s
through the 1500s. They were known as the
CatholicInquisition. Defendantswerecharged
with heresy, which to the ecclesiastical tribu-
nal, meant any opinion or doctrineout of line
with orthodox Roman Catholic teaching.

Inquisitorstorturedthoseaccused of heresy
in order to extract confessions. To minimize
their guilt, Catholic commentatorshavewrit-
ten that at thetimetorture was commonplace
in secular tribunalstoo. But does that justify
such conduct by ministersclaimingto berep-
resentativesof Christ? Surely hewould never
approveof othersbeingunfairly tried andtor-
tured as he was; he encouraged hisfollowers
toloveeventheir enemies.

Roman law required that the accuser prove
his allegation, but the Catholic hierarchy re-
placed this principal with theideathat it was
the defendant’ sresponsibility to provehisin-
nocence. And they kept the names of the ac-
cuserssecret and put the defense attorney un-
der the risk of losing his post if he defended
the supposed heretic successfully.

The “Enciclopedia Cattolica’ says, “The
accused wereeffectively defensel ess. All that
thelawyer could do wasadvisetheguilty one
to confess!”

Of course, even those who were not guilty
were presumed so and were defensel ess as
well.

Hence, human courtsarenot alwaysjust and
can not always be depended on to protect the
innocent. Theonly court that can bedepended
onfor truejusticeisGod’s.

In the Garden of Eden, Hehad alegal case
withAdamand Evewhichisdescribed at Gen-
esis3:8-13.Eventhough God knew what they

nfair trial
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All those blank spaces speak volumes.

Men and women are definitely different!

God must have had aplan that still escapes
us. Yet don't our differences make life more
interesting?

Andthen there are grandmothers.

L oisWysehasthisto sameabout grandmoth-
ers. “Today there are very few grandmothers
rockingontheir front porches, crochet needles
tuckedintheir work-wornhands. It seemmore
grandmothers are zipping around the tennis
court in size six dresses. Or working as hard,
or harder, than men. The empty nest has been
replaced by thefull life” — LoisWyse.

Now | really havetotakeissuewiththat onel
Full livesmaybe, but how many size 6 grand-
mothersdo’Y OU know?

mean for us?

had done— hehad seenthem, heard what they
said and even knew their thoughts — He till
gave them an opportunity to speak for them:-
selves, offer testimony and present evidence.
He gave them afair chance to defend them-
selves.

Isaiah 61:8 says, “For | the LORD lovejus-
tice, | haterobbery andwrong; | will faithfully
give them their recompense, and | will make
an everlasting covenant with them.”

Godlovesjustice. Thatiswhy hegiveseven
the guilty afair chanceto defend themselves.
Healso givesfair punishment and generously
rewardsthefaithful.

Romans 6:23 says, “ The wages sin paysis
death, but thegift God givesiseverlasting life
by Christ Jesusour Lord.”

The punishment for sinisdeath, not torture
inaneverlastingfire. Sinceall of ussin, asde-
scendants of Adam and Eve, God gives us e
chancetonot becondemnedfor thingswehave
nocontrol over. Thatis, wecanbeforgivenfor
being sinnersif weaccept Christ’ssacrificeanc
make our best effort to obey God'slaws.

What i stheeverlasting covenant mentioned
by Isaiah?Luke22:20tellsus: “ Also, the cup
in the same way after they had the evening
meal, hesaying: ‘ Thiscup meansthenew cov-
enant by virtue of my blood, which isto be
poured out inyour behalf.’”

Jesus instituted the everlasting covenant
with his apostles on the night before he died.
After hisunfair trial, hisblood waspoured out
in behalf of al mankind, giving usthe chance
to haveour sinsforgiven.

John3:16says, " For Godlovedtheworld s
much that he gave his only-begotten Son, in
order that everyone exercising faith in him
might not be destroyed but have everlasting
life.”

Becauseof Jesus’ sacrifice, wehavetheop-
portunity to have everlasting life. God's jus-
tice triumphs over man’s so-called justice to
our everlasting benefit.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newsencouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.




