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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:19 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:15a.m.
* Sunset, 7:20 p.m.

Midday Conditions
+ Soil Temperature 46 degrees
* Humidity 17 percent
« Sky partly cloudy
* Winds northeast 10 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.02 inches

and steady

* Record High 85° (1998)
* Record Low 11°(1997)

Last 24 Hours*
High 78°
Low 35°

Precipitation

N.W. Kansas Forecast
Today: mostly sunny, high mid
70s, low lower 40s, winds north 5-
10 m.p.h. Saturday: partly sunny,
high near 80, low mid 40s.

none

Extended Forecast

Sunday: partly cloudy, high
lower 80s. Monday: partly cloudy
with chance of showers and thun-
derstorms during the night, high
upper 70s, low lower 40s. Tues-
day: partly cloudy with chance
showers and thunderstorms, high
upper 60s, low upper 30s.

Wednesday: chance of showers.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7. a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.07 bushel
Posted county price — $3.08
New crop — $2.81
Corn — $2.44 bushel
Posted county price — $2.24
Milo — $2.21 bushel
Soybeans — $5.58 bushel
Posted county price — $5.47
Millet — $7 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.75 cw.
Oil new crop — $10.15 cwt.
NuSun — $10.35 cwt.
NuSun new crop — $10.85
Confection— $17/$7 cwt.
New crop — $17/$10 cwit.
Pinto beans — withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Mini statues

being ordered

Those who have admired
the historic statue, “They
Cameto Stay,” adorningthe
lawn atthe Sherman County
Courthouse, can have their
own miniature of the statue
to display at home. Minia-
tures of the historic statue,
by sculptor Greg Todd, may
be ordered from the Histori-
cal Society. See Page 3.

Historians hold special ‘high

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

While most people were setting
their clocks forward an hour, the
Sherman County Historical Society
turned the clock back about 100
years Sunday, gathering ladiesin
Victorian dresses and hatsfor high
teaat the Victorian House.

Thoughnoonearrivedinahorse-
drawn buggy, itlookedliketheturn
of thelast century asabout 20l adies
gathered for high tea at the Handy
House, 13th and Center, Sunday.

Delicate finger sandwiches,
chocolate-covered strawberriesand
bite-sized muffinswereservedwith
teain demitasse cups. Settings of
antique dishes, sterling silverware
and cloth napkins adorned the
tables, making them nearly too
pretty to use.

Waiters in tuxedos doted on the
ladies, making surethey werewell-
fed and had plenty of tea.

After thetea, the ladieswere en-
tertained and educated by Historical
Society board member Gerry
Osterman and her daughter, Deb
Stair. They did a demonstration
showingwhat awomanin Civil War
timeswent through getting dressed
in the morning, putting the clothes
onamannequin.

Theteawasan unadvertisedfund
raiser for the historical society, but
nonethel esshad agood turnout. And
asidefromhavingtoomuchfood, it
went without ahitch.

“| thought it turned out great,”
board member Pat Juhl said.

The society didn’'t advertise the
event, shesaid, becausethey didn’t
want to havetoo many peoplethere
forthefirsttea. Itwasatrial run, she
said, and theladieswereinvited by
word of mouth.

Juhl said Osterman suggested a
highteaat thesociety’ sannual mest-
inginJanuary andthat sheagreedit
would beagood idea.

“It was Gerry’sidea,” Juhl said,
“and| fell right inwith her.”

One goal of the event, Juhl said,
wastoget morepeopleinterestedin
thesociety. Andthegroupisopento
havingother clubshold meetingsin
the historical house, she said.

They planstohavemoreteas, she
said, but haven’t decided how often
to hold them.

“We need to recover from this
one,” shesaid.

Itwasalearning experience, Juhl
added. They had way too much
food, shesaid, but everyoneseemed
to have agood time and it was fun
towear hats.

Ostermanand Stair brought some
antiqueclothesfromtheir collection
and gave a demonstration.
OstermanhadaCivil War dressand
most of thetrimmingsto gowithit.
Shesaidtheladiesstartedwiththeir
hose and boots in getting dressed,
and then put on their corsets.

They couldn’t bend to tie their
boots with the corset on, she said.
After the corset, she said, they put
on achemise, sothey wouldn't get
oil ontheir clothes.

Next was a corset cover so the
boneswon’t show throughthedress,
she said, and that was followed by
pantaloons, an underskirt, a hoop
skirt and askirt of about 120 yards
of fabric.

Osterman put a dickey type of
blouseonthemannequin, andthenthe
bodice, pagoda sleeves and under-
sleeves. Thenthelady would putona
bonnet, she said, but she didn’t have
one. Nextthelady needsaparasol and
gloves, and she'sready to go.

Osterman said sheand her daugh-
ter have collected antique clothing
for about eight yearsand havereally
read up on it and learn something
new everyday. She said she has 15
dressesand Stair has 20 or 30.

“It’slike aLay’s potato chip,”
Ostermansaid. “ Youcan't havejust
one.”

Shesaidthey havebustledresses,
wedding dresses dating back to the
1700s and a mourning dress with
hand-sewn black beads.

It'safun hobby, shesaid, adding
that they also enjoy high tea.
Osterman said they have attended
high tea at hotelsin Colorado and
knew what they werelike.

She said the one in Goodland
went well for thefirst time and that
they will know nexttimewhat todo
— and what not to do.

Daylene O’Harah (above) poured tea Sunday at the Handy House as Carolyn Brazda and Deb Stair

selected sandwiches. Dave Branda, Lloyd Holbrook and Olathe Juhl (below) were on hand to greet
the ladies and wait tables. Holbrook talked with Gerry Osterman while Shaunna Armknecht signed
Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

the guest book.
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County reviews final draft of trash contract

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The trash contract between the
city and county isnearly compl eted,
and county commissioners re-
viewed the latest draft Tuesday
morning.

Commission Chairman Kevin
Rasure said he had met with City
Manager Ron Pickman, City Attor-
ney Perry Warrenand County Attor-
ney BonnieSelby toreview thecon-
tract and the ordinance.

He said there were some minor
changesfromthemeeting, and both
Commissioner Mitch Tiede and
Commissioner Chuck Thomasfelt
most of the questions had been an-
swered.

Rasure said thefinal draft would

be sent to thecity for consideration
at their next meeting. Hesaidhewas
working on the draft of the guide-
linesfor any privatecontractor who
was interested in doing the actual
pick-up.

At the previous meeting, Chuck
Redlin had talked to the commis-
sionersabout hisinterestinthetrash
service, and has some suggestions
about what needed to bein the pro-
posal.

Tuesday, Justin Comer of Hays
met with the commissioners and
expressedinterestintheservice. He
said hehasbeenin thetrash collec-
tion business for several yearsin
Haysand around Wichita.

He said he was being forced out
of businessin Hays and was look-

ingtorel ocateto northwest K ansas,
ashiswifeand hehad beeninColby
years earlier. Comer said he had
grown up in Lamar, Colo., before
moving to Colby.

Hetalked about the system ashe
saw it and asked questionsabout the
recycling system.

The commissioners told Comer
they would be getting the proposal
completed in the near future and
would seethat he getsacopy.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
camein near theend of themeeting
and said she had some questions
about the proposed ordinancefrom
thecity. Shesaid shewould seethat
the commissioners each got acopy
toreview.

Thecommissionersmet withWil-

liam McKnight, building and
groundssuperintendent, about sev-
era projects, including aeration of
thelawnsat thecourthouseandfair-
grounds, boiler repairsand aclean-
ing service.

Onthelawnstherewerebidsfrom
K&K for $200 and from Grass
Rootsof $175for theaeration. The
commissioners approved the bid
from Grass Roots.

Rich Miller, owner of Grass
Roots, talked to the commissioners
about adding a soil activator to the
courthouselawn. McKnight saidhe
would like to test it on the court-
house and the commissioners said
they would leave it up to him. The
costisabout $50, Miller said.

M cKnight said hehad beenlook-

ing at Ideal in comparison to West-
ernUniformandbelievesthat | deal,
out of North Platte, Neb., ischeaper
onthedust mopsand thedoormats.
He said Ideal was willing to work
withthecounty onayearly contract.
Thecommissionerssaidthey woulo
leaveit upto McKnight.

On the question of updating the
boiler to meet safety requirements,
McKnight said hereceived onebid,
from McClure’sPluming for $866.

Thecommissionersapprovedthe
bid.

McKnight said he had been in
contact with Tom Rohr of Depend-
able Glass about doors at the fair-
grounds. Rasure said hewould like

See COUNTY, Page 3

Black Sunday was tough day in the ‘Dirty Thirties’

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

“| was sitting on my neighbor
Jake's front porch drinking a soda
pop and listening to theradio when
we saw thisblack cloud comingto-
ward us,” Hank Emerson told the
audience at the Goodland Public
Library on Saturday afternoon.

“We could see white flecks in
front of the cloud and wondered
what was happening. It was Palm
Sunday, April 14, 1935, and | told
Jake | had better get home.

“1 gottothehousejust asthecloud
came and was closing the last win-
dow whenthesky turned dark from
al thedust. | couldn’t seeanything
anditwashardtobreathe. | watched
asthe dust came in under the win-
dowanditlookedlikeawaterfall as
itbuilt upandrolled off thewindow
sill.

“I got down on my knees and
prayedforittoend. Itlastedfor sev-
eral hours, and when it was over, |
looked out the door and therewasa
four-foot drift of dirt.”

Many of thepeopl elistening nod-

ded their heads as
Nolan Sump, ahistory
performer from Salina,
told stories about the
“Dirty Thirties” asseen
through the eyes of a
Morton County farmer,
Hank Emerson.

Sumpstayedinchar-
acter ashetal ked about
living through the dust
storms and drought
fromthefall of 1929to
the summer of 1937.

Emerson said hehad
apretty good harvestin
1928 and in 1929, but
that the bumper crop
andthefall of themarket causedthe
price of wheat to drop from $1 a
bushel to 25 centsin 1931.

The performance was co-spon-
sored by the High Plains Museum,
the Sherman County Historical So-
ciety and the Century Family Club.
Sump said he hasgiven hisagricul -
ture historical presentation all
acrossthestate, andwiththeappear-
ance in Goodland he said he has

Nolan Sump

made it to all four
COrners.

Emerson said his
800 acre farm was
located northeast of
Elkhart in Morton
County,andhegrew
wheat, broomcorn
and sorghum.

He said the dr-
ought was bad and
the dust storms
caused a form of
pneumonia and br-
ought anincreasein
measles to the co-
unty.

“| found myself
adoptingthephil osophy of the next
year farmer,”” he said. “Next year
itwill bebetter. Nextyearitwill rain.
Next year wewill have agood har-
vest.”

Over half of theaudienceof about
55 peoplewere senior citizenswho
hadlivedthroughtheeraSumpwas
describing, and many told stories
about the dust stormsthey remem-
bered.

Emerson talked about trying to
keepthelandfromblowing, andthe
problems with neighbors who did
not list their fields.

“I told him that isnot my dust, it
isyours,” Emersonsaidof aconver-
sation with aneighbor’s son.

He said the whole thing was the
fault of the “suitcasefarmers’ and
the"wheat kings’ whoownedfarms
inthe areabut lived in cities many
milesaway.

“Humor wasan important part of
living through the time,” Emerson
said. “Therewasastorein Johnson
City that boasted about having states
under glass. They had jars full of
dust labeled Colorado, Kansas,
Oklahomaand Texas.

“Onetime, | met aman carrying
alard pail and he told me he had
something morepreciousthangold
andthat it wasvery rarethesedays.
| asked to see what was in the pail
and he showed me. It wasvery rare
indeed. It wasmud.”

Hetalked about gettinghelpfrom
the government, and that he was
goingtosell hislandandmovetohis

brother’sranch in Wyoming.

“I think the government has &
good plan to buy the land and re-
seedittograss,” hesaid. “1 think it
will takeyearsfor thelandtorecover
and be ableto grow enoughto even
grazecattle.”

After his presentation, Sump
talked about driving to Morton
County last year. Hegot to visit the
Cimarron National Grassand, com-
prising over 100,000 acresthegov-
ernment bought during the Dust
Bowl yearsandreseeded withgrass.
Hesaidthegrassland hasbeen used
to graze cattle until last year, when
they were removed because of the
drought.

Sump talked with many of the
peopleintheaudience, whotoldhim
about their experiences during the
dust stormsand the drought years.

A teacher at Smoky Hill Educa-
tion Service Center near Salina, he
has been doing historic presenta-
tionsfor the past several years.

Refreshments after the presenta-
tion were provided by the Century
Family Club.



