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Today
* Sunset, 7:23 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:09 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:24 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 62 degrees
* Humidity 18 percent
* Sky mostly sunny
* Winds north 8 m.p.h.
+ Barometer29.86 inches

and falling

* Record High 92° (2002)
* Record Low 20° (1951)

Last 24 Hours*
High 86°
Low 46°
Precipitation none

N.W. Kansas Forecast

Today: partly sunny with 30 per-
centchance of scattered thunder-
storms in the afternoon, high up-
per 70s, low upper 30s, winds
south 10-15 m.p.h. Wednesday:
cloudy with 30 percent chance of
rain, high lower 60s, low lower 30s,
windly.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: partly cloudy, high
upper 60s. Friday: cloudy with
chance of thunderstorms andrain,
high near 60, low mid 30s. Satur-

day: cloudy with chance of rain.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.05 bushel
New Crop — $2.75 bushel
Corn — $2.44 bushel
Posted county price — $2.22
Milo — $2.21 bushel
Soybeans — $5.59 bushel
Posted county price — $5.43
Millet — $7 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.60 cw.
Oil new crop — $10.15 cwt.
NuSun — $10.20 cwt.
NuSun new crop — $10.85
Confection — $17/$7 cwt.
New Crop — $17/10 cwt.
Pinto beans — withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Junlor hlgh
cleans yards

Snow covered the lawns
lastMonday whenthe Grant
Junior High cleanup was
originally scheduled, but it
was clear and sunny Friday
when Heidi Yonkee (above)
and 168 classmates and
teachers fanned out over
the city to clean 43 yards.
See Page 3.

Brewster teacher honored by kids

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Seven Brewster studentshatched
asecret plantoget their teacher cho-
sen as Wal-Mart's Teacher of the
Year.

When it worked, the students,
with helpfromtheir parents, put to-
gether ascrapbook for their teacher
to commemorate the award.

LynetteBrown, whoteachesthird
grade in Brewster, won the award
and $1,000 for the school from the
Goodland Wal-Mart.

The students had to enlist help
from their parents and former stu-
dents to get their teacher chosen.
Meanwhile, they kept the plot ase-
cret to make the award a surprise.
Brown was honored at areception
Thursday afternoon at the school,
and her class had a pizza party for
her Friday.

Thestudentswanted Browntobe
recognized, but there were only
seven of them, so they knew they
would need help.

Thethird gradersaskedtheir par-
ents and Mrs. Brown's former stu-
dents to cast ballots in her favor.
They managedtoroundup 90votes.

Wal-Mart Manager Brad Koza
saidthestoreaccepted nominations
and ballotsin the store from Feb. 8
to March 7. The number of people
votingandthecontent of theball ots,
Koza said, are both considered in
choosing the teacher of theyear.

A lot of people from surrounding
towns shop in the Goodland store,
Kozasaid, adding that it's great the
storecanhel pthosecommunities, too.

Brown can sign up for the state
Teacher of the Year award, Koza
said, and the school would receive
$5,000if shewon. The50 statewin-
nersaredligiblefor thenational con-

Lynette Brown, Wal-Mart's teacher of the year, enjoyed a pizza party

with her students Friday. Becky Bolze served pizzato her daugh-

ter Sadie.

test, hesaid, and 2$10,000 grant.

Every Wal-Mart store holds the
contest each year, he said.

While pushing their teacher to-
ward the top spot and planning the
reception to recognize her, the stu-
dentsandtheir parentswerecareful
tokeeptheplansecretfromthehon-
oree. That was no easy task.

Becky Bolze, whose daughter
SadieisinBrown’sclass, saiditwas
difficulttoget picturesof al thestu-
dentsand havethem makeup aTop
10 List and pages for a scrapbook
without Brown knowing about it.

Bolzesaidshecameinearlyinthe
morningandlateintheeveningand
even waited around for Brown to
|leavetheclassroom. But shedidn't.
Only when shehadto haveasubsti-
tuteteacher oneday, Bolzesaid, was
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it possible to do some of these
things.

“You'renever gone,” Bolzetold
Brown.

Brown said shegoestowork at 6
or 7 am. and sometimesworksun-
til 10 p.m.

“What can| say,” shesaid. “| just
lovewhat | do.”

TheTop10Lististhetop 10rea
sonsMrs. Brown shouldbeTeacher
of theYear. Itincludesno. 9: “Mrs.
Brown is pretty and wears teacher
clothesthat have school housesand
numbers and ABC's alot because
shelikesbeing with usat school.”

No. 7 is, “She makes us all feel
special because she likes to know
what we do on weekends and even
letsusbring Rocky homeandwrite
about thingswedo. Sheeven mails

us letters at home. Mrs. Brown al-
wayshastimefor us.”

No. 5is, “She singswhen sheis
happy and shesingsalot, evenmul-
tiplication tables.”

No.2is,“Mrs.Browndoesreally
cool art projectswill us, likesewing
pillowsandquilts, workingwithegg
shells, and she even let us cook
cookiesoneday.”

AndtheNo. 1reasonMrs. Brown
should be teacher of the year is,
“Mrs. Brown gives usalot of hard
work todo, but awayshasafunand
interesting way toteachitto us.”

Rocky, the class pet, is a stuffed
raccoon which each student takes
homefor theweekend alongwith a
classjourna inwhichtorecordtheir

weekend activitieswith Rocky.

Brown said she started the class
pet project after receiving astuffed
skunk from her birthday from her
sister-in-law. It wasajoke between
them, shesaid. Shetook it toschooal,
and it becamethe class pet, Stinky.
When Stinky woreout, Brownsaid,
she bought the raccoon.

Brown said she moved to Brew-
ster in the fall of 1972 and taught
kindergarten. She said she taught
sixthgrade, musicandphysical edu-
cation before staying home in the
80s with her children and working
asasubstitute teacher.

Shehastaught third gradefor nine
years. Her husband Rick farms
northeast of Brewster.

City utility changes tabled for two weeks

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland City Commission
put off adecision last week on an
ordinancewhichwould changesec-
tionsof thecity utility code, raising
ratesfor larger water meters, allow-
ing stiff chargesfor heavy water use
during emergenciesand settingrates
for security lights.

Theordinancewould amend sev-
eral sections of the code of the city
dealingwithelectricandwater rates.
Itincludesaprovisionrequiring all
electric service crossing I-70to be
underground, changesthe monthly
water meter chargefromaflat feeof
$2toasliding scalebased on meter
size, adds sectionsdefining mutila-
tion of water and electric property,
establishesratesfor special security
lightingand establishingwater sup-
ply emergency rates.

City Manager Ron Pickman said

that the provisions were what was
recommended during aspecial util-
ity work session held last month.

Thewater meter chargewouldbe
changed from the flat $2 fee per
month to one that goes up with the
sizeof themeter. Pickmansaidthere
are 2,460 one-inch meters, 51 one-
and-one-halfinch, 78three-inchand
two four-inch metersin service.
Most residential meters are one
inch.

Under thenew ordinance, theone
inch rate remains at $2 per month
while the one and one-half inch
would be $7, two inch $15, three
inch $30 and four inch $50 per
month. Pickman said the money
raised by these feeswould be used
tobuildareservetoreplacemeters.

The security lighting section
would set amonthly rate for lights
that have been requested by prop-
erty owners for added security on

theowner’sproperty or publicright-
of-way. A property owner canapply
tothecity for installation of asecu-
rity light, and to pay the monthly
fees.

Pickmanand PublicWorksDirec-
tor EdWolak said thereare security
lightsthat arenot beingpaidfor, and
that many of those who are being
chargedarenottheoriginal property
owner whorequestedthelight. They
said the city is notifying all those
who have security lightsto see if
they want to maintain them, and to
updatethefiles.

Under theordinance, thesecurity
lightswould be $7 per month for a
100 watt light, $14 per month for a
250 watt light and $32 for a 1,000-
1,500 watt light.

Theordinancegivesthecommis-
sion the ability to declare water
emergencies, and as one of the
tools, it establishesseveral level sof

water rates.

Pickman said the higher emer-
gency water rates are designed to
help reduce water consumptionin
theface of an emergency.

“Theserateswould be one of the
tools the commission could use in
any water emergency,” Pickman
said. “Wehopeitwould help people
conserve, and that in many cases
when people know their hill is go-
ing to go up they will find waysto
reducetheir use. For thosewhofeel
they need to usemorewater at least
they will pay for it. Thisisnot in-
tendedtobeamoney maker, butisa
conservation tool.”

Under aPhase 1 emergency, resi-
dential rateswould be on adliding
scalewith thefirst 5,000 cubic feet
costing 95 centsper 100 cubic feet;
5,001t010,000$1.50 per 100 cubic
feet; 10,001to 15,000 at $2.50; and
15,001 and over $3.50.

Under Phase 1, theratesremain
the same, but the gallonsare cut in
half so that the sameamount of wa-
ter use asunder Phase 1 would cost
twiceasmuch. Under Phasel | there
isan increase for commercial and
industrial customers. The first
30,000 cubicfeet wouldbe 95 cents
per 100 cubic feet, $1.50 for up t
60,000 cubicfeetand $2.50for over
60,000 cubic feet.

Commissioner Dave Daniels
guestioned the idea of using water
ratesto get peopleto conserve, and
that hewouldlikeacoupl eof weeks
toreview the proposals.

“We hope we don’t have to use
this,” Pickmansaid, “but thisisone
part of the options. Theexisting or-
dinancestill hastheother steps, like
odd and even watering days anc
watering hours.”

See UTILITY, Page 3

New memorial resting area dedicated at cemetery

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-news

About 50 people attended the
dedication Saturday morning of
Jacob Erickson’'s Eagle Scout
project, anew rest area, complete
with benches, at
the Goodland
Cemetery.

Included in
the audience
were a number
of older veterans
whoenjoyedthe
benchesbuilt by
students at the
Northwest Tech-
nical Collegeaspart of the project.

Erickson said he had come up
withtheideawhenhenoticeditwas
difficult for peopletofind placesto
sit during a Memorial Day cer-
emony.

“| thought this would be a good
project,” he said, “and give people
aplace to rest and think about the
peoplethey know who have served
in the military or family members
they havelost.”

The level concreteareahasthree
metal benchesand sidewalkswhich
make it easy for people in wheel
chairsto accessthe area.

“We are proud of this project,”
said City Manager Ron Pickman

Eickson

on behalf of the city cemetery
board. “Itisabeautiful additionto
our veterans memorial and the
cemetery.”

Pickmanthanked Ericksonfor his
efforts, and said thisis the type of
project that showstheyoung people
today do care.

“1 saluteyouforworkingforyour

Thanksto Jacob Erickson’s Eagle Scout project, there are now benches to allow people to sitand rest

atthe Veterans Memorial at the Goodland Cemetery. Michael Smith (left) sang “The Star Spangled

Banner” and “Proud to be an American.”

Eagle Scout,” Pickman said. “ That
will be an accomplishment to re-
member with pride, andisnot some-
thing anybody can take away.”
Veterans of Foreign War Post
Commander Marvin Cullensadded
histhanksto and said theevent was
timely with so many Americansin
serviceinIrag.
RepresentingtheVeteransof For-
eignWarAuxiliary, Janet Wahrman
said she was glad Erickson had

sought their help onthe project.

“We were happy to help because
it is one of our main objectivesto
support projectslikethis,” shesaid,
“anditisapart of our second objec-
tive to educate young peopl e about
the military and the important part
it playsin our country.”

Philip Erickson, a Scout leader
and Jacob’s father, thanked all the
peoplefor comingtothededication.
He said it had been fun to help his
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son with the project and to get his
Eagle Scout award.

Theprogram beganwiththepre-
sentation of the colorsby the Veter-
ansof Foreign War color guard anc
the Scoutsof Troop 142.

Michael Smith sang the “ Star
Spangled Banner” and alittle later
intheprogramhesang“ Proudtobe
anAmerican.”

Pastor L oren Strait gavetheinvo-
cation.



