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Colby hospital bars doctor for third time

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press

Followingnewsthat aColby doc-
tor had been permanently sus-
pended, the president of the Citi-
zensM edical Center board of trust-
ees talked about what that means
and how it could affect the medical
community inthefuture.

Vern Schwankesaidthat Dr. Vic-
tor H. Hildyard of Colby Medical
and Surgical Center had exhausted
all avenues of appeal through the
hospital’s peer review process
stemmingfromtheoriginal allega-
tionsof improper conduct made by
an employee of the hospital nearly

ayear ago.

“Thepeer review processiscom-
pleted, and pursuant tothefair hear-
ing requirements,” said Carol
Bonebrake, attorney for the hospi-
tal board.

When asked if Dr. Hildyard had
any other avenues available to re-
tain his privileges at the hospital,
Bonebrake said the medical staff
bylawsexplaintheprocess, but did
not elaborate.

Dr. Hildyard was suspended
twicelast year by thehospital board.
Hewasallowed to continue seeing
patients at the hospital following a
ruling by District Judge Jack Burr

Stormspottertraining
offered In area towns

By Kimberly Brandt
Oberlin Herald

With storm season here, the Na-
tional Weather Service officein
Goodland has started to take storm
spotter training to counties in the
areato show peoplethebasicsand
moreabout tornadoesand other se-
vere storms.

Dave Floyd, warning coordina-
tionmeteorol ogist withtheservice,
said hehasalready completed nine
classesand hasabout 10 | eft.

Eachclass, hesaid, startsat 7 p.m.
andisopentoanyonewhowantsto
come. He said the classes are free
and there are no requirements. In
the past, he said, he has had third
andfourthgradersbecausethey had
aspecial interest in weather.

During severeweather, peoplego
storm spotting and let the weather
service know what isgoing onin
their area. Floydsaidtheclassesare
pretty much a spring thing, since
that isthe storm season.

The service offers basic classes,
which include the basic building
blocks of thunderstorm structure,
types of storms and where to look
around the storm for severe
weather. The class also covers
safety, hesaid.

Theinformationintheclassalso
covers different kinds of clouds
seen beneath the storms.

The advance class, such as the
onethat will beofferedat 7 p.m.on
April 30, at The Gateway in

Oberlin, will gointomoredetail on
thunderstorm structure. Floyd said
spotterswill learnwhy somestorms
produce more rain and why some
produce hail. The class will also
cover theories on why and what it
takesfor atornado to devel op.

Floyd said the service suggests
that spotters take the basic class
beforethe advanced class.

Theclassestakeabout two hours
and 15 minutes.

The class is mainly a computer
presentation, he said, which in-
cludes about 40 minutes of video.
There will be alot slides from
stormsin the area. With the com-
puter, the class has become more
entertaining, he said.

Floyd said thespotter classesbe-
cameimportant after abigoutbreak
of tornadoes in the areain 1974
when therewere 149 intwo days.

Classesintheareawill beheld at
7 p.m. tonight at the Hoxie Bowen
Scout House in Sheridan County,
Wednesday at the Cheyenne Wells
TownHal Auditoriumin Colorado,
Friday in the Benkelman High
School in Dundy County, Neb.,
Monday at theAtwood Prairie De-
velopment Center in Rawlins
County. Tuesday at the St. Francis
High School in Cheyenne County,
Thursday, April 17, at the Leoti
firehouse in Wichita County and
Tuesday, April 22, at the McCook
Library in Red Willow County,
Neb.

Council tables changes

UTILITY, from Page 1

“Wearegettingintothewatering
season,” Commissioner Dean
Blume noted.

“Thisclarifieswhat isinthecur-
rent codethat wasnot spelled out,”
Pickman said.

Mayor Rick Billinger said hedid
not see what waiting two weeks
would matter.

| don’t know what we will
change,” Commissioner Chuck
Lutters said. “1'd rather do it to-
night. | think this gives more le-
niency onallowing peopletowater
ontheir own.

“It is not the city telling people
when they canwater,” Blumesaid.
“It isalittle more freedom for the
people.”

Commissioner John Garciasaid

he felt the rates were penalizing
people unnecessarily because the
city was under the 700 million a
year allowed by thestateinit' swell
permits, andthat hewouldliketime
tolook at theoptionsandlearnmore
about the background of the pro-
posed water rates.

Billinger askedif therewasacon-
sensus about tabling the ordinance
for twoweeksto givethenew com-
missioners a chance to learn more
about the specificitemsincluded.

“1 don’twant to getintothehabit
of tabling things,” Lutterssaid.

A motion to tablefor two weeks
wasmadeby Daniel sand seconded
by Garcia, though, and it passed
unanimously.

Theordinancewill comeback up
at next commission meeting at 5
p.m. on Monday, April 21.

of Goodland in early May that the
administrativeprocessneededtobe
carried out before he could be sus-
pended.

Schwankesai dthehospital board
have reviewed the management
contract, professional leadership
and alternative procedures to en-
sureaviablehospital.

“We look forward to working
with the local media, community
groupsandindividual citizens,” he
said. “ Therearemany restraintson
the board's ability to respond to
eachand every question becauseof
all of thefederal and statelawsthat
restrict the dissemination of infor-

mation.”

Schwanke said that the first pri-
orityissettinghealthcarepolicy for
thosethey serve.

Michael O’ Neal of Hutchinson,
Dr. Hildyard's attorney, was un-
availabletocomment, but hisasso-
ciate said he would be making a
statement. O’ Neal did say latelast
week that written argumentsin the
administrativeprocessweredueon
Tuesday, April 8, two days before
thedecisionwasmadetoterminate
Dr. Hildyard'sprivileges.

Michael Boyles, chief executive
officer at CitizensMedical Center,
resigned his position last Friday.

Schwanke said today that Kevan
Trenkleistheacting administrator.

“Heisworking closely with Dr.
LaDonnaRegier, chief of themedi-
cal staff at the hospital, Dr.
Raymond Ketting and the Docs
Who Carephysicianstoassurecon-
tinuity of quality patient care,”
Schwanke said.

In addition, Schwanke said that
thereisa“transitionteam” madeup
of hospital staff in placeto act on
directives of the board and chief
executive officer.

When asked about somepeople’s
fear regarding the hospital becom-
ingor beingtakenover by anHM O,

Schwanke said that first of all an
HMO is more like an insurance
company than ahospital.

“The challenge that Citizens
Medical Center facesarenot unique
to Colby,” he said. “Affordable
health care is anational issue and
rural hospital face special chal-
lenges, and we are continuing our
physician recruitment efforts and
addressing reimbursement i ssues.”

Eventhough Dr. Hildyard cannot
seepatientsat the Colby hospital, he
does have privileges at the Logan
County Hospital in Oakley and at
the Goodland Regional Medical
Center in Goodland.
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Spring clean up
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leaves into bags.

Snow covered the lawns last Monday when the Grant Junior High
cleanup was scheduled, but it was sunny Friday when 169
studens accompanied by teachers and Principal Jim Mull fanned
outto clean43yards. Lisa Carson, Brittney Ford and Brian Boyce
(top) shoved leaves into a bag in the back yard of Ruth Morton
at 307 East 9th. Robert Borneman and Toni Becke (right)
cleanedthe back yard at CamillaMcCoy’s home at 317 East 9th.
Dustin Pennington, Cody Engel and Ty Becvar (left) stuffed
Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Star-News

Know any
good TALES?
Give Sharon a

call at the
Sar-News
899-2338

Tours

Tuesday,
April 22nd

Sign up for drawings
Ribbon Cutting at 1lam

Appearance from Fiber Freddie (S&T Magcot)
BBQ from 1lam-Z2pm (Brautwurst & Hotdogs)

Commumcations e

1318 Main PO Box 90

Goodland, KS 67735 785-890-7400

KLA isn'tlooking for quick fixes.
Members bring policies forward that
make sense for producers as a whole.

Ken Grecian says that when times are tough people look for someone to
blame. “KLA has become the focal point and if we have some disagree-
ment on a policy or issue, it’s easy to blame our association,”he says. But,
according to Grecian, blaming KLA isn’t the answer. “If you don't agree
with a certain policy, then become actively involved instead of firing shots
and placing blame. With an industry as diverse as ours, total agreement on
every policy is impossible. Even though I don't agree with every policy, I
know that it was adopted by the majority of the
membership. We all have to be in this together to
make it work.”

Find us on the Web at E‘

Hear how the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association and KLA are working to implement
policy adopted by producers like you. Attend the Cheyenne, Greeley, Sherman and Wallace
Counties KLA Meeting, April 22 in Goodland. For more information, contact Cora House,
Sherman County (785) 899-6551; Mark Smith, Wallace County (785) 852-4653; Todd Neitzel,
Cheyenne County (785) 332-2164; or Jerry Young, Greeley County (620) 376-4958.
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