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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Whiners are quiet
as war plan works

Odd, isn’tit, how qui et the naysayershave become, now that
the Pentagon’swar plan hasworked.

We' re almost beginning to miss Baghdad Bob.

Gone are the sniping correspondents and nitpicking retired
generals. Just acouple of weeksago, they weregleeful intheir
appraisal that the plan was broken, that the army was bogged
down, that all certainly waslost.

Someof them, likethose Newsweek correspondentswhoare
dogmatically anti-war and anti-Bush, will find thingsto com-
plain about thisweek, too. They will carp that someoneshould
havethought of thelooting, that someone should have planned
for such an easy victory.

Theretired general sand other armchair commandersmostly
will meltinto thewoodwork, shaking their headsand praising
Tommy Franks. Neither they nor anyoneel sewill play thetapes
of their wordslast month.

Thewar plan, meantime, will grind on. Now, theemphasisis
on restoring order and civil government — and on finding
Saddam Husseinand hisilk.

Already, one of hisrelativesisin American custody. Other
henchmenwill turnupinthenext few weeks, and undoubtedly,
someof themwill get away.

Where Saddam can escapetoisan open question. Maybethe
French want him, but the Syrianshave madeit plainthat heis
unwelcomeintheir littleArab paradise. Samegoesfor Iran, and
U.S-controlled Afghanistanisout.

No one has said whether the prosecution will seek the death
penalty should hefall into American hands, but if not, maybe
there is a desert island somewhere he could be dropped on.
Something like the digs they found for Napoleon, only more
0.

The Pentagon saysit hasasample of hisDNA, so if abody
turns up somewhere, we can tell if it ishim or just one of his
doubles. Therewill be no question about hisidentity.

If anyone doubted the power of the American military, this
war should havemadeabeliever out of them. Withbarely more
thantwo divisionsontheground, theArmy and Marinessliced
rightthroughthebest troopsiraghad, drivingstraighttotheheart
of Baghdad.

Thedisplay of firepower, air and ground, was matched only
by thedoctrineandtactics. ThePentagon haslongtheorized that
onedivision of themodern American army isequal to adozen
of many others', and now weknow they areright.

That putsthe U.S. in aposition of awesome power, the only
truly worl dwideforceof thiscentury. That presentsgreat respon-
sibility, and so far, the Bush administration has used its power
well andwisely.

That power isaccompani ed by great risk, aswesaw Sept. 11,
2001, becausethe pinnacleisan attractive placetoaim.

We may bethefirst great power moreinterested in freedom
and equality than in looting our opponents. Those who went
before Mr. Bush’s set agood precedent at the end of previous
wars.

Where we go from here depends on how wisely we use our
awesome power inthe next few years. — Steve Haynes
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The real meaning of Easter

| don’tknow about you, but I’ vebeen observ-
ing Holy Week.

Theweek beforeandincluding Easter isthe
mostimportant to Christianseverywhere. | was
asked in achurch membership class a couple

of weeksago: “How did bunniesand eggsget |
to besymbolsof Easter?What dothey haveto

dowiththe death and resurrection of Christ?’

Good question!

Yes, | know they haveto do with new birth
andfreshnessand chicksbreaking out of eggs,
etc. A lesson in our women'sgroup explained
whereall thosecustomsoriginated, sothereare
somehistorical reasonsfor theirincorporation
into springtime celebrations.

But, for Christian, what do chicks and bas-
ketsand new hatsreally havetodowiththeres-
urrection of Christ?

[ firmly believethat youcan'tfully celebrate
Easter unless you walk the path of suffering

lorna
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with Christ before the resurrection. How can
you know how truly miraculoustheresurrec-
tionwas (and is) unless you know the depths
of degradation and inhumanity that preceded
it?

Why would avery-human Jesus consent to
such unbearable rejection and torture? How
can humans begin to understand that kind of
love?

And of course that’s why Jesus did it. He
loved us - you and me. He paid the price for
every sin we' ve committed so that we could
standbeforeGodinaperfect state. Without his

sacrifice, we didn’t stand any chance at all.
Nothing we do or say by ourselves can make
us good enough to be what God created usto
be. Jesushad to doit for us.

Soasyou celebrateEaster, don’tforgettotell
your children the true story of Easter. Don’t
stopwith col ored eggsand new Easter clothes.
Tell thefamily what theserepresent: newness,
compl eteness, salvation. Say aprayer of thank-
fulnessfor and to aGod who lovesyou with 8
lovebeyond human understanding. Then start
your ownnew lifeby telling everyoneyou see
how wonderful it feelsto be forgiven. That's
what EasterisSREALLY all about. If thewhole
world could grasp theideaof God’s uncondi-
tional, universal love, there wouldn’t be any
wars, would there?

Happy Easter! Why not celebrate by first
going to church? God will recognize you —
evenif the preacher doesn’t!

Spring on prairie the best time

Theremay beabetter placeto spend spring-
timethanontheprairie, but | haven'tfoundit.

Springislikemagic here. Every day, some-
thing new popsout.

| spend the winter rushing from kitchen to
car, hustling load after load of stuff that hasto
go somewhereto the back seat.

Inthespring, | takethreeminutestotour the
yard, becauseyounever know what you' |l see.

Thursday, there were two new crocusblos-
soms and an iris budding out. Sunday, more
crocus, and on thelittle aspen treein thefront
yard, bright red-green leaves.

Thedaffodilshaven't put onmuch of ashow
thisyear, but thetulipsthreatento makeupfor
them. | dugthem up and spreadthemout afew
yearsago, and now they areeverywhere.

A few yearshack, | lost al the phlox on one
sideof thefront steps, and|’ venever beenable
togetittofill back in. But when | looked un-
der thetulipleavesthisweek, | found that two
of the four plants | got last year had made it
through thewinter.

Inthegarden, thelndian Summer spinachwe
planted, and harvested, last fall has revived
fromitswinter ssumber. We'll havesalad, with
egg and bacon, thisweek.

Thespirea, lilacand potentillahave sprouted
leaves, and the Bradford pear treeout back and
forsythia out front came out in blossom this
weekend. You cansmell thepear treeclear out
inthestreet.
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® along the sappa

Later, the blueflax and the big bearded iris
will takeover theshow. We' Il plant lettuceand
spring spinach and squash and corn. And of
course, tomatoes. Man cannot live without
fresh tomatoes.

My jobs Sunday included weeding thewin-
ter spinach, cleaning thedog pen, mowingthe
lawn (just atrim, no bag) — oh, and don’t for-
get, balance the checkbook. Cynthia had to
|leave, and that meant there was no chanceto
get any help.

ThrowinatriptoMcCook, anditwasnearly
sunset by thetimethedog and | headed for the
SappaValley.

With the orange sun hanging over thehills,
we started walking, crossing the creek again
andagain. Thefirst crossingisdry, thesecond
isdamp andthethird hasagoodflow, sosome
of thespringsmust berunning pretty goodthis
year.

Infact, thecreekislivetowithinacoupleof
mileswest of town. Wet, and full of life.

First, you noticethefrogs. Not hundreds of
themyet, by thesound, but dozensanyway, all

croaking away at their mating call.

Theselittle prairie frogs always amaze me
—nomorethananinchlong, prolificasheck,
and apparently able to burrow into the mud
whenthecreek driesup and survivefor years.

When it rains, they come out and breed.
You'll find them all up and down the creeks,
but alsoinbarrow ditchesand buffalowallows
up on top of theridges— anywhereit’ll hold
water for amonth or so.

A beaver had been working thebanksof the
creek, gnawing down sapling after sapling.
How abeaver, or presumably, apair of beaver,
foundtheir way up adry creek tothislittle oa-
sisisbeyond me. Thewhy iseven more mys-
terious, but the evidence was clear they were
there.

| guess you have to assume that a beaver
knows something about hisjob.

A pair of dovesgot up out of thepastureand
circledus, thenreturnedtotheir spot. A cotton-
tail jJumpedupandrantothesouth, excitingthe
dogtonoend.

Asthedusk gathered, withnowindinaquiet
sky, littlefreshetsof cool air begantoflow gen-
tly downthedraws. You couldfeel thecool air
moving likeariver past you. Thelast light of
the evening gleamed off the Co-op elevator.

| was hot, tired and needed a shower, but &
day likethat isitsown reward.
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THIS MAKES
MY FOREHEAPD
LOOK LARGER!

AH, THE OLD
"BIG BRAIN"




