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Board approvessweeping revamp of summer school

By Steve Haynes
The Goodland Star-News
The Goodland School Board on
Monday approved a sweeping re-
vamp of it's summer school pro-
gram designed to give students a
“jump start” before they returnto
regular classes at the end of Au-
gust.
Under the plan, as presented by
Superintendent Marvin Selby,
summer classes would begin the

County
to discuss
trash bids

The Sherman County Commis-
sion will have a special meeting at
8 a.m. Tuesday in the county com-
missioner’sroom at thecourthouse
totalk about trash pickup.

This will be an informational
meeting for thoseinterestedin sub-
contracting with the county to pick
up trash.

The commissioners scheduled
the session at their regular meeting
Tuesday after discussingtheneedto
have contractors lined up before
signingthecontract withthecity to
take over trash collection.

“We need to hold off on signing
the city contract until we have at
least one or two interested in this,”
Commissioner Mitch Tiede told
Commissioner Kevin Rasure,
“Otherwise you and Chuck (Tho-
mas) aregoingto beout therepick-
ing up trash.”

Rasure said the county’s goal is
not tomakemoney pickinguptrash,
but to keep the fees the same for
now. Thomassaidthecounty would
set the fees unless the contractor
wantsto lower them.

City to plan
higher rates
for water

TheGoodland City Commission
planstotakeupaproposal tocharge
more for higher water use during
droughts when it meets at 5 p.m.
Monday at the City Administration
Building.

Thedebatewastabled at the last
meeting so commissioners could
study theissues. Theordinanceal so
would increase some water meter
fees.

In other business, the commis-
sionwill:

 Review apay request fromEBH
and Associates for engineering
work ontheairport for $1,423

« Decide on whether to replace
the old wheelchair lift at the Car-
negieArtsCenter or buildarampto
provide handicap access.

* Hear the final report from the
parks committee, which has been
looking at useof thecity’sparksand
wassupposedtodraw upafive-year
planfor improvements.

* Review the city’s membership
in the Nebraska Municipal Power
Pool, which costs about $1,500 a
year. The city can no longer draw
power from the pool.

* Sign the annual assurance for
thestateL and and Water Conserva-
tion Fundthat Steever Park isused
for outdoor recreation. The pledge
istiedtoagrant many yearsagofor
lightsat theold ballfield.

« Open bids for security remod-
elingat thecity building, including
doorstolimit accessto someareas
not open to public, and to create
some office space.
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last week of July and continue
through thefirst two full weeks of
August.

Selby said principalswerelook-
ing for away to help studentswho
arebehind sothey canmeet require-
mentsof thenew educationfederal
law, theNo Child Left Behind Act.
That law requires schools to bring
al studentsupto certain standards.

The old summer program ran
through the months of June, with

studentsin for work only 45 min-
utesaday. It offered great individu-
alized attention, hesaid, but al ot of
peoplejust can'taffordtodrivetheir
students into town and back, plus
teachers thought alot of the gains
weregoneby fall.

“It's hard to get agreat deal of
themto participate,” Selby said.

Withthe Jump Start program, he
said, kids would be in class three
hours aday with ahalf-hour snack

break, and teachers would work
four hours. Classeswouldfocuson
math, reading, scienceandtest-tak-
ing skills.

Selby said the district would
strongly recommend the program
for students who are in any of the
programsdesignedfor kidswho get
behind or areat risk, such asChap-
ter | reading or math classes.

Asked if teachers would go for
theplan, Selby said at least 15 have

Household hazardous Waste dlsposed
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Ninety-five people participated.

Roger Studer, adeputy sheriff working as a volunteer for the county’s household hazardous waste
program, emptied spray cans into a barrel Saturday. Atotal of 5,413 pounds of paint and chemi-
cals, nearly three tons, was collected in that day. That included 3,391 pounds of latex paint and
340 pounds of used oil to be recycled, plus 542 pounds of oil-based paint, 368 pounds of blended
fuel, 570 pounds of poisons, and 152 pounds of dry cell batteries, which were hauled to Hays.
Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Daily News

volunteered. Teachers Tara Mull
and Pam Hardy haveagreedtohead
theprogram. Hesaid classesmight
be scattered, because there are not
too many air conditioned roomsin
thefour school buildings.

Theprogram cost about $15,000
lastyear, hesaid, andthecost for the
new plan should beabout thesame.
Last year, there were 50 students,
and Selby said he expected more
with the new schedule.

Board Member Ron Schilling,
rancher, asked what would happen
with students who are in 4-H and
need to be at the county fair. Selby
saidtheschool swould havetowork
with them, since they will need to
miss someclasstime.

“Aslongasthey’ll work withthe
kids,” Schillingsaid,itwasOK with
him.

The board approved the plan on
a7-Ovote.

Star-News wins
seven awards
from Kansas Press

The Goodland Star-News won
seven awards in the annual Better
Newspapers Contest sponsored by
theKansasPress

First place was won by Editor
Patty Decker of the Colby Free
Pressfor her year-long coverage of

the battle be-

Association, in-
cluding afirst-
place award for
businesswriting
and two awards
for seriesor con-
tinuing cover-
age.

tween Citizens
Medical Center
and Dr. Victor
Hildyard. The
fight pitted, in
come cases, the
newspaper
staff’s doctor

Competing
for 2002 in the
category for
small daily newspapers, the paper
was part of anear sweep of the se-
riescategory by Nor’ West Newspa:
perswriters.

Rachel Miscall, former manag-
ing editor, won third place for her
three-part series on William
Schlicher, a convicted murderer
whowasup for parole.

Schlicher was the only one of
three youths present at the slaying
of WallacePatton, aservicestation
attendant, to servetime. Hewassent
toprisonin1980, 10 yearsafter the
murder, when one of his friends
confessed. Today, heremainsinthe
Norton Correctional Facility, serv-
ing alife sentence.

The series recreated the long
night of horror after Patton’s kid-
napping in gripping detail.

Fourth place, or honorable men-
tion, in the category went to Soci-
ety Editor Sharon Corcoranfor her
five stories on brothers who were
spirited to Texasby thefather, then
returned by authorities, and the
strains the kidnapping put on their
family.

Hixson

Insurance fi rm matches $25O grant for farm safety

A Goodland insurance firm is

matching a $250 grant to putona | '

farm safety training program for
emergency workershere.

Roxann Kling and Susan Doke,
agentsat thelnsuranceAgency, and
their secretary, Judi Nemechek, ap-
plied for a safety grant from the
Young Agents Committee of Kan-
sasfor the Northwest KansasAm-
bulance Serviceto help pay for an
AgraSafeprogram.

Thegrantisbeing matched by the
Insurance Agency to help pay the
training expenses of those who at-
tend. There are two $250 grants
madein Kansas each year.

Greg Nemechek and SteveEvert,
Sherman County farmersand mem-
bers of the ambulance service, are
in their third year of presenting
these programs throughout the 18
counties of Emergency Medical
Services Region 1 in northwest
Kansas.

This is the third year of the
AgraSafe program. A class was
donein Sherman County twoyears

Fromleft: Greg Nemechek, Roxann Kling, Steve Evert, Susan Doke

and Judi Nemechek

ago with 88 attending. The class
trainlaw enforcement, firemenand
emergency medical technicians
how to handle farm accidents, and
what they may faceinarriving at a
farm accident scene.

Nemechek said the $500 should
cover the cost of the program to be
held later thisyear.

He said the grant makes atten-
dancefor al law enforcement, am-
bulanceandcity andrural firefight-
ersfree.

Theeight-hour programincludes
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simulated farmaccidentstotest the

emergency personnel asthey face
specificagricultural injurieswhich
they have not havetraining for.

Theprogramfocusesontheneed
to plan for emergencies, ways to
prevent physical injuries on the
farm and ranch, the importance of
first aid, safety features of agricul-
ture equipment, how to recognize
hazards and make the scene safer,
assessment and treatment of agri-
cultural injuries, techniquesusedin
dealing with trauma patients and
extricationtool snecessary for rural
emergencies.

against their lo-
cal hospital, and
toagreat degree,
one part of the town against the
other. It continuestoday, morethan
ayear after it started.

For The News, Miscall won first
placefor businesswritingfor afea-
tureon Garrett’sLiquor Store.

The paper won third place for
Best Front Page and honorabl e
mentionfor aspecial section, “ Get-
tingtheJobDone,” onwomeninthe
workplace.

Stories by Doug Stephens, the
sports editor who disappeared last
fall only to resurface at Christmas,
won two awards. One was a third
place for sportsfeaturewriting for
astory called “A Baseball Life,”
about Ken Yoke, a Goodland man
who toured the country as aminor
league pitcher.

He won honorable mention for
business coverage for afeature on
Goodland’s J.C. Penney store.

The awards were given at the
association’s annual convention
Saturday at the Capital PlazaHotel
in Topeka.

Other members of the Nor’ west
Newspapersgroup alsowonawards
in the contest, which covered the
year 2002.

The Oberlin Herald won three.
NewsEditor Kimberly Brandt won
two second-placeawards, for news
photography and for agricultural
writing.

Editor Steve Haynes took thirc
place for editorial writing in the
statewide competition. All the
awards came in the class for me-
diumweekly newspaper, thoseover
1,800 and below 4,000 circul ation.

The Colby Free Press also won
second placefor local businesscov-
erage for a story about a bed anc
breakfast that boardshorsesaswell
astheir owners.
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