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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Tough phase next
In path to free Iraq

It was adramatic event, watching the Iragi peopletrying to
topplethestatueof SaddamHusseinindowntown Baghdad, and
eventually it cametumbling down with thegraciousassistance
fromthecrew of aU.S. Marinetank-recovery vehicle.

Thisscenewasrepeated timeandtimeagain, asportraitsand
other statueswere defaced, removed or demolished.

Thewar of liberation seemsto havebeenwon, but asofficials
keepsaying, itisnot over.Wehavenow enteredinto anew phase
which may be more deadly and dangerous than the last three
weeks of fighting.

What weexpect are moreof suicidebombersand single-unit
incidentsasthosewho arefanatically opposedtotheAmerican
presence pop up.

Thetough part isto keep the peace with military forces, and
foreign military forces at that. We may have been seen aslib-
eratorslast week, but today wearethe new power incontrol, or
trying to take control.

Gen. Tommy Franksunderstandsthedifficulty of thisphase,
and ismovingwith all the best speed to get anew civilian sys-
tem established that can be the official power that the people
will obey.

Wewerehappy our troopsdid not suffer morecasualtiesthan
we have had, and that the missing prisoners have been found.
We area so sort of grateful to Turkey for being so obstinatein
not letting our troops|and. It probably would have made some
of the effort in the north a bit easier. The forces which were
planned to land there had to divert to Kuwait, including the
medical unit our Dr. Natalie Griego isattached to.

Shemay havemissed most of thefighting, asthedivisionwas
late in arriving on the scene, but we are sure that as the peace
effort movesforward, her unit will beintheforefront of trying
tohelpthelragi people.

Itisabit early to expect thetroopsto be coming home, but it
isgood to see the drawing down of forces has begun with the
Navy sending somecarrier groupshome. At leastit shouldmake
it easier to maneuver inthesmall areaof the Persian Gulf.

Two questionsremain to be answered, and no matter what is
said, they are both important to the final outcome. Thefirstis,
whereisSaddam?andthesecondis, wherearetheweaponswe
said he had?

Wemust bevery careful about accusing other countriesinthe
regionof aiding or hiding Iragi |leaders. Thesemay bepossible,
but without real proof, which issomething wekeep coming up
abit short on, wemay find ourselvesin aworse political situa-
tionthanwegot by attacking Iragin thefirst place.

Timewill tell, and therehasto be somepatienceastheevents
unfold and the new government isput in place. Aswith almost
everythingthat deal swiththeMiddleEast, itissometimestough
to seearound the next corner.

Wewishthelragi peoplethebest of luckintryingtomeldtheir
variousgroupsinto aworkablegovernment that ismoredemo-
craticandfair toall. —Tom Betz
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IS gettlng a tatoo a sin?

A friend said hehad beentold God condemns
forever anyone who has atattoo, and he was
wonderingif | believethat. Isit reasonablefor
anyonetobelievethat?Wouldaloving, forgiv-
ing God condemn someoneforever for some-
thing he did once in his life? Does the Bible
command usnot to get tattoos?

To answer the last question, God did com-
mand the I sraglites not to get tattoos. But that
leavesuswithanother question: doesthat com-
mand apply to ustoday? What wasthereason
forit?

In Leviticus 19:28, God commands the |s-
raglites. “You shall not make any cuttingsin
your flesh onaccount of thedead or tattoo any
marksuponyou: | anthe LORD.”

Why did God givethemthiscommandment?
At that time, tattooing, cutting and piercing
were things done as part of pagan religious
worship. ThelsraeliteswereGod' snation, his
specia people, and were commanded not to
mix in paganworship or evento appeartobea
part of it.

This commandment was part of God'slaw
handed down to Moses. Do we have to obey
all of thoselaws?

Colossians 2:13, 14 says, “ Furthermore,
though you were dead in your trespasses and
in the uncircumcised state of your flesh, God
made you alive together with him. He kindly
forgaveusall our trespassesand blotted out the
handwritten document agai nst us, which con-
sisted of decreesand which wasin opposition
tous; and Hehastakenit out of theway by nail-
ingittothetorturestake.”

WhenJesusdied, heoffered onesacrificefor
all of mankind’ssins. That madethe sacrifices
of theMosaic L aw unnecessary and opened up
anew way to approach to God.

Galatians5:1 putsitthisway: “ For suchfree-
dom Christ setusfree. Thereforestandfast, and
do not let yourselves be confined againin a
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yokeof slavery.”

Many of the principlesof that |aw are good
tofollow, but following every last detail was
no longer necessary, especially details of the
law that were just for that nation and applied
only tothat timeperiod. Wehavebeen set free
from such details. So how do we know what
God expectsof us?

Jesus gave hisfollowers many commands.
It standstoreasonthat if theMosaic Law said
somethingwasasin, and Jesusalsosaiditisa
sin,itisstill asintoday. Inorder toknow all of
those commandments, we need to read and
study the Bibleregularly.

Are tattoos among the things we are com-
manded not todo?Not specifically, butit does
provide principlesto help us decide whether
it'sagoodidea.

1Peter 2:16 says, “ Beasfreepeople, andyet
holding your freedom, not asablind for bad-
ness, but as slaves of God.”

Just becausewewerefreedfromtheMosaic
Law by Christ’s sacrifice, that doesn’'t mean
we don’t haveto care what God thinks of our
conduct. That sacrificeisnot an excuseto do
whatever we want and assume that God will
awaysforgiveusfor everything.

How wetreat our bodiesshowswhether we
respect the Creator, who made ustheway we
are. A French novelist wrote, “Vanity isthe
quicksand of reason.”

Weshould usejudgment astowhether some-
thing we do for appearance’s sakeis reason-
ableor not. Just because something isthe hot-
testtrend doesn’ tmeanweneedtodoit. Asthe

ApostlePaul said, “ qmt being fashioned after
thissystem of things.”

Getting atattoo putsyou at risk for hepatitis
and HIV if the needles are not sterile. Some
people have been known to get skin disorders
fromthedyesused. Eachindividual consider-
ing getting a tattoo needs to decide whether
these arerisksworth taking.

And anyone contemplating a tattoo should
consider what otherswill think. Do you want
to beidentified asthe “type” of person some
peoplemay think you areif you have atattoo?

Christians especially need to be concerned
about theimagethey portray to others.

1 Timothy 2:9, 10 says, “Likewise| desire
the women to adorn themselves in well-ar-
ranged dress, with modesty and soundness of
mind, not with stylesof hair braidingand golc
or pearlsor very expensivegarb, butintheway
that befitswomen professingtoreverenceGod,
namely, through good works.”

Christiansshoul d seek to haveamodest ap-
pearance rather than to spend unreasonable
sumsof money onfancy clothing or excessive
timestylingtheir hair and shoul d show sound-
nessof mindintheir appearances. Doesspend-
ing hundreds of dollarsto have ink appliec
under theskin, risking apossibleinfection, for
something totally unnecessary show sound-
ness of mind? | wouldn’t think so, and prob-
ably alot of peopledon’t.

What if someonealready hasatattoo? Does
that mean heiscondemned by God?No. Mat-
thew 26:28 says, “for thismeans my blood of
the covenant, whichisto be poured out in be-
half of many for forgivenessof sins.”

Evenif getting atattoo wereasin, theindi-
vidual who has one could be forgiven on the
basisof Jesus sacrifice. ButtheBibledoesnot
even say getting atattooisasin, just that it's
not really agood idea.

Some mistakes are self-punishing

Theday turnedout al right, despitemy hav-
ing acase of thestupidsin themorning.

| can only plead that | wastired. | don’t do
well onlessthaneight hoursof sleep, and | had
been going on six to sevenfor thelast three or
four days. Thingswere beginning to catch up
with me.

Still, that doesn’t excuse the total stupidity
of what | did. And, asusual, stupidity offered
itsown reward.

Friday, weattended thefirst day of theKan-
sas Press Association convention in Topeka
and returned to youngest daughter’s homein
Lawrence.

Wedecidedtostay withthekidsinLawrence
for two very important reasons — we really
wanted to see them, and it was alot cheaper
than amotel.

Now, staying with thekids meansyoungest
daughter.

Son hasatwo-bedroombachel or pad, which
heshareswitharoommeate. Thecouchiswhat's
left. Even if we should commandeer his bed,
it'snot bigenough. Besides, he' sacollegestu-
dent. Theplaceisn’tawreck, but gettingupto
gotothebathroomduringthenight, youcould
stumble over snoring friends crashing on the
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floor.

Youngest daughter, on the other hand, isa
teacher. Shehasatwo-bedroompadall to her-
self. Thesecond bedroomhasaniceset of twin
beds and the only thing you would stumble
over inthe middle of the night are one of her
cats. Except for thetwin beds, thisisjust like
home.

Saturday dawned entirely too bright and
early. Stevehad beendrafted to hel pfix break-
fastfor theconventiongoers. Breakfast started
at 8 am. and he was supposed to be there by
7:40 am. This meant getting up at 6:10 am.
and getting out of Lawrenceby 7:10.

We also had to haveall our stuff packed up
and stowed in the car, because after the con-
vention we were heading for home, whichis
west of Topeka, whileLawrenceiseast of the
capital city.

| got thefirst shower and turned onmy curl-

ingironasl gotin. When | got out, | brushed
my teeth, curled my hair andlet Stevehavethe
tiny bathroom.

| grabbed the curling iron on the way out
because| wasafraid |’ dleaveit behind.

Inthebedroom, my clotheswerelaid out on
the dresser but there was no where to put the
hot curlingiron.

STUPIDITY NO.1—1laidit onthebed.

| figured as soon as | had the clothes off the
dresser, | wouldmovethecurlingironupthere
to cool off and then put it back in my bag.

STUPIDITY NO.2—1 sat doesonthebed.

Yep, you' ve already figured this out. | de-
cidedto put on my pantyhoseandasl rolledto
put my foot in theright side | felt like ahun-
dred beeshad stung my on theleft thigh.

I’m now the not-so-proud owner of afour-
inch-by-one-inch second-degree burn — and
no I’m not going to show it to you. | can wear
shortswithout it showing, but not aswimsuit.

| hurtsalittle, but not asmuchasyou’ dthink.
My pride, ontheother hand, suffered massive
damage.

Ahwell, asl said, stupidity providesitsown
reward — amaxim | remember every timel
sit down.
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