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from our viewpoint...

Government regs
biggest enemy today

Don'tthink for aminutethefederal governmentisyour friend.

It'sthe single greatest enemy of liberty and economic vitality
inour country today. But only becauseweaskeditin.

It’snot theincometax we' reworried about, though that can be
oppressive enough thistime of year.

NorisittheHomeland Security Department, dangerousasthat
might beinthewrong hands.

It'snot that the government isbad or evil. It'sneither.

It'snot that thegovernment isincompetent. It doessomethings
quitewell; look at our military. Look at our National Parks. L ook
at the Weather Service and ahundred other useful functionsthe
federal government performs, day in, day out.

The problem with the government, really, isus.

We expect it to do way too much. We expect it to solve every
problemintheworld, now, not yesterday.

Andthegovernment, good asitis, can’'t do that.

Butdon’'ttell Congress. They don’twanttohear. No, Congress
isbusy passing laws, taking positions, posturing, lookin’ good.

That’show you get re-elected. Lookin’ good.

Here'show it works.

Somebody seesaproblem. Say insurance companiesare sell-
ing people’'s medical information to each other, and somebody
thinksit'sagood ideato forcethemto let people movetheir in-
surance from onejob to ancther.

Somebody says, “Passalaw.”

Andthemachinery of Congressissetinmotion. It'sacompli-
cated process, andyoudon’t wanttowatch. Eventual ly, after much
wrangling between thelobbiesand the parties, thelaw is passed.

Thelaw requiresthe government, the bureaucracy, asit were,
todraw up regulations. Thisiswhereit getssticky.

In Washington, they judge regulations by weight. They are
thick, complicated— and expensive. Nooneever asksif they are
practical. Then, andthisissevenyearsafter thelaw ispassed, the
regulationscomeinto force. They arelegion.

They cover every detail of the medical system, from how in-
surancecompaniesand employershaveto handlepeopl € shealth
information to whether anursing home can put apatient’sname
onthedoor of hisroom. Finesreach $20,000 per occurrence.

Andthereismuch wailing and gnashing of teeth.

But thelaw isthelaw, ya know?

That' spretty muchthestory of thenew lawwe veall beenlearn-
ing about, called the Health | nsurance Portability and Account-
ability Act, or HIPA, for, ah, short.

It'sreached into every medical and corporate officeinthe na-
tion. It's caused no end of consternation. It meansif you cal a
hospital to seeif your neighbor isthere, they probably won't tell
you. It meansyou havetosignsdozensof formsyou'’ || never read
or understand or careabout. Estimatesarethat implementingthe
regulationswill cost $15 billion to $20 billion, maybe more.

Thisstarted out as somebody’sgood idea. It came out of the of -
ficeof former Sen. Nancy K assebaum, agood K ansas Republican.

Nobody intended it to causethismuchtrouble. No onethought
much of it taking another chunk out of our way of life.

But likemost big setsof federal regulationsbeforeit, in bank-
ing, business, labor and so many other partsof our life, it did.

So, thenext timeyour congressman or senator tellsyouthey’re
trying, in Washington, to “ do something about the cost of health
care,” smileand nod your head.

They are. —SeveHaynes
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| saw a war story

| don’t know about you, but | don’t watch
very much of thewar news.

| am totally aware that people are fighting
and dying in too many parts of our world; |
certainly don’t need aconstant reminderinmy
living room.

However, theother day | caught anewsclip ™

that will stay withmefor alongtime.
American soldiersin full battle gear were
warily advancing into an Iragi town, steadily
getting closer and closer to amosque. The
townspeoplewereprotesting, not wantingthem
to get to the holy place for somereason. The
soldiers kept going, but soon were facing an
angry mob. A confrontation seemedinevitable.
All at once, the young officer leading the
Americanswisely told hismentokneel down,
whichthey dideventhoughthey still heldtheir
gunsat theready. Then the officer turned his
own gun upside down and walked acrossin
front of hismen, whilekeeping awary eyeon
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thetownspeople. All at once, hegavewhat |
judge to be the most unique order a military
officer ever gave. He said, “Everybody,
smilel”

Itwasn’tlong beforethelragi peopleall sat
down. Andthetwo sidesfacedeachother with
entirely different attitudes. Fear subsided,
suspi cion decreased, and aconfrontation was
averted.

Asl watched thisnewsstory, tears cameto
my eyes. | imagined the family from which
that young officer must havecome. Facinga
situation probably new to him, dealing with
peoplehedidn’t understand, hedrew onashort

at brought me to tears

life's training that involved common sense
combined with discipline.

He assessed the expl osive situation and de-
cidedashow of friendshipmight beall that was
needed. | wish| knew that young man’sname;
I’dliketo congratul ate his parents.

These are the kinds of storiesthat give me
hope. In our media, we hear too much of all
the crime and disrespect of our society. Yet
wehavethousandsof young peopleinour “al-
volunteer” military, brought up in average
American homes, put into fearful situations
and yet have the courage and good sense tc
assessasituation and makeacall which leads
to peace and better understanding.

Of all the war coverage I’ ve seen or heard
discussed, thisstory hastouched methemost.
(Yet my heart is also warmed knowing that
someaveragelragi peopleal so haveexhibited
good sense and disgust at inhumane actions
and hel ped rescue American POWSs,)

Thanks for making history program a success

TotheEditor:

TheHigh PlainsMuseumwould liketo ex-
tend a special thanks to the Century Family
Club and the Sherman County Historical So-
ciety” for helping sponsor the living history
story performanceat thelibrary onApril 5th.

Theprogramwasahugesuccessdrawingan
usually largecrowd. It ishoped our organiza-
tions can continue to partner in the future to
bring other performances and speakersto our
community.

LindaHolton, Museum Director

TotheEditor:

| wouldlikefor youto put thisin your letter
section. | would appreciate your efforts.

| amvery angry at theperson/personsthat has
stolen property from my yard.

| havelivedin Goodland all of my life. | re-
alize times are hard and economy is getting
worseall thetimebut thisis positively no ex-
cusefor theft. | have had anantiquecreamcan
inmy front yard asadecorationfor many years
and it came up missing afew monthsago. Re-
cently, | hadavisitor at my housethat hadtheir
dog chained to atreein my yard, aslaw re-
quires. Can you guess what happened to the
dog chain? It hasbeen stolen al so!

| would like to ask that these two items be
returned to my property and no questionswill
beasked. Butthat isprobably toomuchto ask!

| haveasecond property thatisusedfor stor-
ageonly andthedestructiontothat property is
absolutely unreal! | just donot understandwhat
peopleget out of stealing and destroying other
people’s property. | am really upset over the
loss of my property.

My messagetotheperson/personsthat stole
theseitems| hopeyour consciencewill not et
you enjoy them!

Shirley A. Barnhart

Goodland

TotheEditor:

Thefollowing resolution was passed at the

from our
readers

sas Crop Improvement Association. “Be it
resolvedthat theK CI A supportsthebedlief that
Kansas seed producersshould have equal op-
portunity to market public variety seed inter-
nationally.”

Are Kansas farmers again being forced to
usetheir tax and check off dollarsto subsidize
their own competition? Soundslikeittome.

My nameisBruceWilkens. Asaseven-year
member of the KansasWheat Commission, |
haveworked alongsidefellow boardmembers
todiligently invest the1-cent per bushel check
off funds for promotion and creation of new
varietiestobenefittheK ansaswheat producer.

Morethat 75 percent of all wheat plantedin
the state of Kansas are public varieties origi-
nated by research and devel opment at Kansas
StateUniversity. TheKansasfarmer, through
thecommission, hasinvested millionsof dol-
larstoimprovetheyield potential, diseasere-
sistance, and milling qualities of these public
varieties.

Thehigh costsof land, taxes, andinput cost
of chemicals, labor, fertilizer, and equipment
preventsthe Kansas producer from being the
lowest-cost producer as compared to their
competitorsin devel oping countries. One of
the few remaining advantageswe haveis ac-
cess to wheat seed with superior quality and
valuefor the export market.

In 1999, the KCIA participated in the sale
of about 73,000 bushels of certified Jagger
seedto Tqjikistan. Thewheat commissionwas
not consulted astotheimpact or potential con-
sequencesof thissale.

In January, | received aletter stating that
group was again in negotiation with the U.S.

Department of Agriculturetooriginateanother
shipment of bulk Kansascertified Jagger seec
toTgikistan.

AttheMarchmeeting of commission, | made
amotion to adopt the following resol ution,
“The commission has not supported and does
not condonethesale of any public varietiesof
bulk seedtoany foreigncountry.” Theresolu-
tion passed.

Theissue, of course, isthat by sellingavari-
ety that isfinanced and devel oped by the K an-
sasproducer to apotential competitor and ex-
porter, wearegiving away an enormous edge
wehaveinasuperior product for thedomestic
or export market. Therefore, not only will
Tajikistan farmershave additional lower pro-
duction costs, but the Kansas producer ispay-
ing for the devel opment of their seed stock as
well.

There could be the assumption that acoun-
try such as Tgjikistan is unlikely to be acom-
petitiveexporter of wheat. A similar comment
wasprobably madeabout the Black Seacoun-
triesof Ukraineand K azakstan, whicharenow
direct competitors of the Kansas producer.

A wheat research and production entity that
is funded by private, at-risk money, has the
right to sell to any domestic or world market.
But | wouldarguethat theK ansasproducer has
avestedrightinthepublicwheat breeding pro-
gram at Kansas State.

| have asked the staff of the commission to
investigate if similar practices are being pro-
moted by neighboring states who grow sub-
stantial amountsof K -State devel oped variet-
ies.

Obviously, all members do not condone
these clandestine wheat seed sales. | would
suggest that before purchasing seed, the Kan-
sas farmer should ask if hissupplier supports
thisactivity, or the best interest of the Kansas
farmer.

BruceWilkens, past chairman

KansasWheat Commission
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