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Today
* Sunset, 7:33 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:55 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:34 p.m.

Midday Conditions
+ Soil Temperature 50 degrees
« Humidity 89 percent
« Sky overcast with light rain
* Winds north 20-25 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 29.69 inches

and rising

* Record High 88° (1981)
* Record Low 22° (2002)

Last 24 Hours*
High 65°
Low 43°

34

N.W. Kansas Forecast

Today: partly sunny, high mid
60s, low lower 40s, winds south-
east5-10m.p.h. Saturday: mostly
sunny with 20 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms, high
lower 70s, low lower 40s.

Extended Forecast

Sunday: partly cloudy with
slight chance of showers and
thunderstorms, high mid 60s.
Monday: partly cloudy with slight
chance of showers and thunder-
storms, high upper 60s, low mid
40s. Tuesday: partly cloudy, high
mid 70s, low mid 40s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Precipitation

County seeks private trash hauler

By Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-News

The county takeover of trash collection moved forward
Tuesday as the Sherman County commissioners agreed to
advertisefor proposal sto subcontract the trash pickup.

At a special meeting Tuesday, the commissioners com-
pleted drafting arequest for proposal they will send to any-
oneinterested in collecting the trash.

ChairmanKevin Rasuresaidinterested contractorsshould
call him or Curt Way, county public works manager. The
packageis expected to be ready today, and the deadline for
returning themisTuesday, May 13.

Rasure saidthecommissionerswill review all thepropos-
alsbefore making adecision.

“Weknow thisisnot goingto beeasy,” hesaid, “ because
each proposal will have differencesin approach and specif-
ics. Wewill havetoreview each ontheir own basisand make
surethey are covering the basicsincluded in the proposal .”

Those interested in submitting proposals were invited to
attend the meeting to discuss the details. Kevin Butts and
Chuck Redlinwere present. Rasure said hehad beenin con-

tact with several others, including Justin Comer of Haysville,
who met recently with the commissioners.

Rasure said the contractors brought up a point about the
city’s equipment, and he said there may be some tax impli-
cationsthat need to beworked out.

“1f weleaseor sell theequipment totheindividual or firm,
there may be a salestax or property tax that will haveto be
paid,” hesaid. “Wearelooking at waysto answer thisques-
tion.

“It may haveanimpact onthecosts, but wearestressingto
the people interested in doing the collection that our main
missionistokeeptheratesat thepresentlevel andtoimprove
service.”

The major points of the proposal are that the subcontrac-
tor must providesolidwasteservicetoall residentsof thecity
andthoseoutsidethecity who arenow being served, and that
thereshouldbeaproposal for commercial customersthat have
special needs.

Thetrashmust behauledto county transfer station, and all
loads must meet the sorting requirements of the state and
county. The sub-contractor isto include aplan with charges

and ratesfor special pickups, and the yard waste collection
will be doneinasimilar manner asit isnow.

Thesub-contractor alsoisto provideplansfor maintenance
of public sitesfor handling small amountsof metal and con-
struction and demolition debris.

The bidder isto provide a performance bond, and do the
billingfor specia pickupsand commercial accounts. They will
be required to maintain atelephone service during the busi-
nessday toallow peopletocall about serviceor ask questions.

Thetarget day for the start-up isJuly, but Rasure said that
could be changed.

Hesaid the contract with the city should beready for their
approval at the next meeting on Wednesday.

Rasure said the county’s solid waste committee met on
Monday to review the proposal and the contract. Hesaid the
members were satisfied with the detail s, and supported the
processthe commissionersare following.

Way can bereached at 899-4865 or Rasure at 899-7149.

Rasure said the commissioners also approved a plan for
holding aPrayer Day ceremony at the courthouse on Thurs-

day.

Noon
Wheat — $3.13 bushel
New Crop — $2.75 bushel
Corn — $2.43 bushel
Posted county price — $2.28
Milo — $2.20 bushel
Soybeans — $5.59 bushel
Posted county price — $5.44
Millet — $6 hundredweight
New crop — $5.75
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.20 cwt.
Oil new crop — $10.15 cwt.
NuSun — $9.80 cwt.
NuSun new crop — $10.85
Confection — $17/$7 cwt.
New crop — $17/$10 cwt.
Pinto beans — withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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your
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Mother opens
new daycare

Maggie Schaffer, mother of
two, held her son William
while talking about her new
licensed daycare center she
has opened in her home.
She has openings for six
childrenages 11 and under.
See Page 3.

Girl Scouts welcome newest Brownies

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Nearly 100 peoplewere on hand
for food, fun and Girl Scout recog-
nition at the Girl Scout banquet
Tuesday at the United Methodist
Church fellowship hall.

Theeveningwasagroupeffortfor
scoutsand leaders.

Lori Amthor, aScout leader, said
thebanquetisheld onceayear, usu-
aly during Girl Scout Week. There
was no time then, she said, so the
grouphelditon EarthDay thisyear.

The Scoutshad bridging ceremo-
niesforthosemovingupalevel, she
said, andrecognitionfor thoseearn-
ing badges.

ThelevelsareDaisies, kindergar-
ten; Brownies, first to third grades;
Juniors, fourth to sixth grades;
Cadettes, seventh to ninth grades;
and Seniors, high school.

There are many badgesthe girls
canearn,Amthor said, includingthe
sports badge, cooking badge and
photography badge.

Alltheleaderspitchintoplanthe
banquet, she said, and the Scouts
have key roles. The Junior troop
helped cook the meat and potatoes,
she said, to earn their cooking
badges. The Cadettesdecorated the
stage, andtheBrowniesdidthetable
decorations.

Thereare58 Scoutsin Goodland,
Amthor said.

Leader JanetArnold (below right) gave Daisy Scout Danielle Lovato
her Brownie pin, as Shania Sapp and Taylor Thomas waited for theirs
at the Goodland Girl Scouts awards banquet on Tuesday. Holly
Wilkening, Elizabeth Wellmann, Tiara Gagliardo and Breanna
Garrett (above) shared secrets as they waited for the Daisies to be-
come Brownies. Mary Williams and Katlyn and Kirsten Topliff, twins,

(below) enjoyed the meal.

Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

A

By Steve Haynes
The Goodland Star-News

Residents around 10th and
Cherry worried about cars zipping
north from the high school came
back tothe Goodland City Commis-
sion on Monday, and went home
with avictory thistime, stop signs
for theintersection.

Two weeks earlier, the commis-
sion had turned the request down,
saying state engineers advised
against using stop signs to control
speed. They suggested having the
police pay more attention to speed
on Cherry.

Thistime, the residents repeated

their plea, saying that they hadn’t
seenmany policecars, but plenty of
speeders. And the commission de-
cidedtoput upthesignsforamonth-
longtrial.

Jason Artzer, 907 Cherry, who
had presented apetitionto thecom-
mission at the last meeting, spoke
for agroup of about 11 neighborsat
the meeting. He asked the city to
reconsider their request.

“Has the speeding slowed down
atall?’ askedMayor Rick Billinger.

“They don’t even slow down for
theintersection,” said Bobby JoL ee,
1007 Cherry. “It'sjust traffic all the
time, goingupanddownthestreet.”

Commissioner Dean Blume
asked if the drivers were students,
and residents said many of them
were,

City Manager Ron Pickman
pointed out that the state engineers
hadtoldthecity nottousestopsigns
to control speed, but told the com-
missionersthey could dowhat they
wanted.

“How do wefacilitate asolution
to aproblem where our children’s
healthisbeing endangered?’ asked
Commissioner John Garcia.

Pickman replied, “You have to
remember what astreetisfor. It'snot
aplayground. Thestatewill sayitis

Rain showers continue to pump

The past two days have brought
rain showers across a wide area of
northwest Kansas, putting the area
well ahead of the dry conditions
seen over the past three years.

Mick McGuire of the National
Weather Serviceofficein Goodland
said Thursday that the area had
picked up from .21 of aninchto an

inch over the past day, and that was
achancefor morerain on Saturday
night and again on M onday.

McGuire said there was alarge
band of rain on alinefrom Atwood
tojust north of Russell Springs, and
they were moving slowly. The best
storms were from Atwood to the
Colby area.

The highest rain report was an
inch two miles southwest of At-
wood, and Sharon Springs wasthe
low at .21, McGuiresaid.

Goodlandreceived.29overnight,
and McGuireestimated another .18
during the day for atotal of .47 for
two days.

Hill City reported .32, McCook,

peopl e sresponsibility tokeepkids
out of the street.

“Enforcement isthe activity you
can useto control it.”

People asked if the city could
lower the speed limit, but Pickman
said the same drivers probably
would ignorethe new signs.

“You have to remember that 30
usually means 40 to an honest
driver,” hesaid.

Blume said the problem was all
over town and Pickman noted that
he’ d had callsfrom other neighbor-
hoodssayingthey’ dwant signs, too.

One neighbor asked if the police
could put two or three cars on the

City agrees to trial period for new stop signs on Cherry

street and give a bunch of tickets.
Pickman, aformer policechief, said
that wasn't aseasy asit sounds. Of -
ten, hesaid, thereisonly onepatrol-
man on duty at atime.

Blume suggested putting the
signs up against north-south traffic
(east-west traffic is slowed by twe
dips) for amonth’strial.

Public Works Director Ed Wolak
saiditwouldtakethreedaystoput the
signsup becausethey would havetc
waitfor clearanceonburiedutilities.

No vote was taken, but all the
commissioners seemed to agree on
placing the stop signs for the trial
period.

moisture INto area

.54 and Burlington .34. He said
Colby received .41 overnight andit
wascontinuingtorain. Heestimated
that Colby could receive up to an
additional half inch.

With the additional rain Good-
land, has received 1.64 for the
month of April, and McGuire said
thisis.56 ahead of normal. Hesaid

thisusually isthewettest timeof the
year, with an average of .06 of an
inch per day that continuesintoMay.

Lookingattheyear, McGuiresaic
thetotal is3.69 inches, about .6 of
aninch above normal.

Hesaiditiswell ahead of last yesr,
when the total at thistimewas 1.1
inches.



