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Commission delays decision on utility code

By Steve Haynes
The Goodland Star-News
Sincetwo new memberswerenot
up to speed on the issues, the
Goodland City Commission put of f
a decision Monday on changes to
theutility code, includingaplanto
chargehigher ratesfor heavy water
usersduring an emergency.
Thetiered-rateproposal cameup
last summer and was put into the
proposed ordinance after a work
session on utility rates earlier this
year. The commission put off ade-
cisionatit’slast meeting, tablingthe
ordinance.
WhenitcameupMonday, Mayor
Rick Billinger suggestedremoving
the water rate section and passing
the rest of the changes. Those in-
cluded higher monthly feesfor wa-
ter meterslarger than oneinch.
However, Commissioner Dean
Blume said it made more sense to
keep the ordinance together and
haveanother work sessiontolet the
new members get into the issues.
His motion passed on a 4-0 vote,

and the issue was put back on the
table.

In other business, the commis-
sion:

* Approved checksfor themonth
inthreeordinancestotaing $50,076
for payroll, $23,589 retirement and
withholding and $7,059,125 for
bills, of which $6,714,000 repre-
sentsreserveswhichwenttoanin-
vestment account.

* Did not hear areport from the
Parks Committee, which is sup-
posed to be drawing up afive-year
plan to improve city parks.
Pickman said one of the co-chairs
had called and said he could not
makethe meeting, but would bring
awrittenreporttothenext meeting.

* Put off a decision on paying
dues to the Nebraska Municipal
Power Pool. Pickman said the staff
had decided to drop the member-
ship, which costs $1,508 this year,
becausethecity hasbeenunablein
recent years to get access to Ne-
braska power. He said a Kansas
agency thought it might be able to

New child care
business opens

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

A Goodland mother of two has
opened adaycare in her home and
has six spots available for child
care.

Maggie Schaffer, formerly of
Otis, Colo., has opened the Play
Zonein her homeat 613 Broadway
and hasastatelicense.

The center is open from 6:30
a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, and she provideschild carein
theeveningsand ontheweekend by
appointment.

Schaffer saidthedaycareiswhat
she’salwayswanted to do.

“I lovekids,” shesaid.

InOtis, shesaid, al thekidsinthe
neighborhood came over to her
houseto play. She said shethought
it would befunto havekidsall the
time.

Of course, being a licensed
daycare provider is also a serious
business. Schaffer said she geared
her educationto that.

Shehastaken coursesinchildday

care, cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tionand medi cationadministration.
She has an activities schedule for
thekidsthatincludessuchthingsas
crafttime, group play, naptimeand
story time.

Schaffer said sheisversatile.

“1"musedtodoingseveral things
atatime,” shesaid, “andcandotwo
or three things at atime and give
them equal attention.”

She said sheis allowed to take
childrenagesfrombabiestoage 16,
but prefers11and under. Older chil-
dren can be left home alone, she
said.

At 25, Schaffer hastwo children,
Teresa, 2 1/2 years, and William, 2
1/2 months. Her husband Joeisan
associatein health and beauty aids
atWal-Martandwill startintheauto
technology program at the North-
west Kansas Technical Collegein
May.
The Schaffers moved to
Goodland ayear ago, and Maggie
worked at the Golden West Skills
Center whenthey first movedhere.

provideapathway for thepower, so
the membership might be worth
keeping.

* Approved an annual assurance
under the Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund that Steever Park is
bei ng maintai ned asan outdoor rec-
reation area. Pickman said the as-
surance is required under an old
grant for light for the ballpark,
which was moved and replaced by
thenew water park. If it’snot filed,
hesaid, thecity would beineligible
for state or federal outdoor grants
and might have to pay penalties.
Theassurance hasto befiled every
year forever.

* Noted that there still isava-
cancy on the Board of Zoning Ap-
peals. Members said they would
look for avolunteer.

* Heard that the L eague of Kan-
sas Municipalities is offering a
training seminar for new members
May 16 and 17 in Topeka.

» Heard plansfor thecity’sArbor
Day celebration at 10 a.m. Friday,
May 2,inChambersPark. TheTree

Board plansto plant atree and re-
ceive the city’s 2002 Tree City
award. Classes from Central
School planto bury atimecapsule.

» Had a10-minuteclosed session
for preliminary discussionof areal
estate purchase.

* Approved the first payment of
$1,422toEvans, Bierly, Hutchison
and Associates for engineering on
airport improvements.

 Accepted the only bid for re-
modeling at the City Administra-
tion Building to move the
manager’s office to the east hall,
near other offices, andincrease se-
curity by closing some areas off.
The bid of $17,931 came from
Woofter Construction of Colby.
Therewerenolocal bids.

* Setaworkshopfor 5p.m. Mon-
day on water emergency rulesand
the waste water treatment plant,
which has been the subject of an
engineering study.

The commissioners reported on
various complaints they had re-
ceived:

Maggie Schaffer held her son William while talking about her new

daycare center.
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« John Garcia said a couple of
peoplehad complained about trash
in ditches along K-27 in the com-
mercial area, and PublicWorksDi-
rector Ed Wolak said either volun-
teersor peopledoing public service
could cleanthemup.

* Garciaalso asked about thein-
tersection of Eighth and Caldwell,
whichisrough. Pickmansaidtrucks
warp the asphalt, and it’s on the
city’s list to reconstruct with con-
cretewhenthereismoney. Engineer
DarinNuefeldsaiditwouldcostan
estimated $87,000torepavethein-
tersection and about that much
againtobeef upthestormdrainage.
Billinger saidthecity istryingtoget
to2-3ayear.

» Dave Daniels asked if the city
could fix broken curbs on Main.
Pickman replied that it could, but
landowners have to pay, and that
usually stopstalk of aproject.

* Daniels also asked if the fuel
adjustment feewill continueto ap-
pear on city power bills, and
Pickman said it would as long as

power costsare high.

“Yes, andthismonthit’sgoingtc
atrocious,” hesaid.

» Danielsaskedif thecity cando
something about junk on private
land. Pickman saidit sendsnotices,
but has little money to go in and
cleanlotsupif the owner won't.

*Mayor Billinger asked about the
trafficlightsat BusinessU.S. 24 anc
K-27. Wolak said thestatehad told
him “twoweeks’ six daysago. Ev-
eryonegot alaugh out of that.

The television cameras which
detect traffic for the control com-
puter went out more than a month
ago, andthelightshave beenflash-
ing afour-way stop sincethen. Ap-
parently, all thesignal sinstalled by
the state last year failed, and re-
placement parts are scarce.

Thenext meetingwill beat 5p.m.
Monday, May 5, in the meeting
room upstairsat the City Adminis-
tration Building, 11th and Broad-
way. If thefront door islocked, push
the buzzer and the dispatcher will
letyouin.

Work continues
on incentive plan

The Sherman County Economic
Development Council isgathering
information onincentive packages
to develop a proposal for the city
and county, and the agriculture
committee is looking at ways to
help agribusinessin the county.

At the meeting Monday, council
members heard an update from
Penny Nemecheck, the joint grant
writer, onprogresssheismakingon
proposals, including an economic
development grant.

Chairman Dave Daniels said all
the members of the council were
present, including the newest,
Randy Schoenthaler representing
People's State Bank.

Executive Director Carolyn
Applegate gave an update on her
activities. She reported that while
two downtown businesses have
closedinthepast few months, there
have been 17 businesses open or
expandinthat time.

Larry McCantsof First National
Bank, head of the incentive com-
mittee, said heand Applegate have
been gathering information about

incentive packages from other
counties, and that the committee
will be meeting soon to review
these. Danielssaidtheplanisfor the
incentive committee to develop &
proposal that canbepresentedtothe
city and county asthe first step in
establishing apackagefor prospec-
tive businesses.

Harlan House, head of the agri-
culture committee, said the initial
meeting of the five members had
been fruitful. He said they met for
about two hours and talked about
things that could be done to help
businesses.

Danielssaid oneof theideaswas
to look at a means for packaging
sunflower seedsinthearea.

Themeeting datefor the council
has been changed to the second
Monday of themonth, Danielssaid,
toallow Daniel sand John Garciatc
attend. They have been elected tc
the city commission, which meets
on the first and third Mondays.
Daniels said the next meeting will
be 5:15 p.m. on Monday, May 12,
at Western State Bank.

Director wants input on travel and future league changes

By Steve Haynes
The Goodland Star-News

SteveRaymer, GoodlandHigh's
new activitiesdirector, cametothe
school board last week with ques-
tions about afew issues, including
whento rel ease studentsto another
ride on a school trip, and how far
teamsor groups can travel.

He said he was beginning to set
up schedules for next year and
needed some guidance on how the
board wantsto handlethings.

Oneissuethat comesupalot, he
said, is transportation policy. At
present, students are supposed to

haveaform, signed by their parents
24 hoursin advance, to travel to or
fromanactivity other thanwiththe
team.

The rule creates problems, he
said, when parentswant totaketheir
student home from an away game.
Plans change, he said, and people
can't always plan in advance. He
gavetheboard three alternatives:

* Keepthesamerule.

* Let students go with someone
elseif they have a note from their
parents.

» Have a signout sheet on each
trip, andallow studentstobesigned

out by their parents by the coach.
They'd still need advance permis-
sionto go with anyoneelse.

“I would like to take a look at
somethingdifferent,” Raymer said,
adding that he leaned toward the
sign-out sheet idea.

Accepting anote from home, he
said, creates problems, and you
can't always tell where the note
actually camefrom.

Board member Mike Campbell
saidif theruleiscausing problems,
he was open to considering some
changes.

Next, Raymer asked theboardto
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think about how many assistant
coaches it wants to hire for next
year.
Thisyear, henoted, theboard cut
several assistant positions to save
money, then had to add some of
themback wheninterest washigher
than expected. Sometimes, hesaid,
it'stough for onecoachto handlea
program like tennis or golf, where
the numbers are not that big, but
therecanbetwo eventsonthesame
day.

A problem that may be coming
up, he said, isthe possibl e dissolu-
tion of the Northwest Kansas
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League. Goodland and Colby are
the only Class 4A schoolsin the
league, and many of the smaller
schools have been shrinking, and
arenow inClass2A.

“Many schoolsjust don’twant to
play Goodland,” hesaid.

He noted that the present league
agreement still hasayear torun, so
thereistimetowork thingsout. Of
the smaller schools, St. Francis,
Atwood, Oberlin, Oakley, Quinter
and Hoxie, only one or two really
want to face Colby and Goodland.

Campbell asked about other
leagues, and Raymer said it would

Trap and Multi-sport load

Stock # Gauge Length Dram. Oz. Muzzle Shot per
equiv. shot velocity FPS size case
12GT 12 2 3/4 314 1 1290 71/2-8 250
12GT118 12 2314 3 11/8 1200 71/2-8 250
12MS3 12 23/4 3 1 1250 71/2-8 250
12MS118 12 23/4 23/4 11/8 1150 71/2-8 250
12TL 12 2314 23/4 1 1150 71/2-8 250
Spreader Load
12CPTR 12 2314 MAX 1 1300 71/2-8 250
12SSCX 12 23/4 MAX 11/8 1250 8 250
Crusher
12CRSR 12 23/4 MAX 1 1300 7 1/2-8 1/2 250
White Rind
12WRND 12 23/4 NDCP 11/8 1250 7 1/2-8 250

We buy used guns. We Finance.

Smoky Valley Shooting Sports, Inc.

2341 14th Avenue

Lindsborg, Kan. 67456

785/227-4318, fax 785/227-3508
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Sporting Clay = Trap =

Big Game

Varmint « High Grade = Accessories

be possibleto join one, such asthe
Mid-Continent League, but the
teamswill havetotravel more.

Theactivitiesdirector said hehas
aslideshow onleadership hewants
to show to theteams and coaches.

“1 want all of usto betalking the
samelanguage,” hesaid.

Then, he said, hewondered how
far teams should be able to go for
events. Currently, he said, thereis
no policy, but longer trips usually
cometo the board for approval.

When ateam or group hashad &
chancetogo somewherespecial, he
said, theboard hasapprovedit.

per per per per per
box box case 10cs 100cs
25 3.39 33.25 31.39 29.68
25 3.59 35.16 33.09 31.26
25 3.49 34.56 32.53 30.72
25 3.69 36.38 34.24 32.33
25 3.99 38.91

25 3.99 38.99

25 3.99 38.99

25 3.99 38.99

25 3.99 38.99




