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Maid of Honor
miffed at bride
for not paying

DEARABBY: | wasmaid of honor
inmy cousin“Denise’s” wedding.As
such, | helped her to get agood deal
on her photography. My closefriend,
“Arthur,” had just begun shooting
professionally, and photographedthe
wedding for agreatly reduced price.

My problem is that Denise never
paid Arthur. It has been several
months, and Arthur finally asked me
if | wouldtrack her down becauseshe

1 abigail
d van buren

®dear abby

has not return his repeated phone
cals.

Denise admitted that she spent the
money on cosmetic dentistry, but now
more time has elapsed, and she still
hasn’t paid him.

My cousin claims she will pay
Arthur “one day,” but | am embar-
rassed and angry. How should |
handlethis?Deniseisnot aneasy per-
son to confront — sheis easily of -

fended and moody. — CAUGHT IN
THE MIDDLE, OAKLAND, CA-
LIF

DEAR CAUGHT IN THE
MIDDLE: Your cousin Deniseis
morethan easily offended and moody
— she'salso adeadbeat.

Step back and do not allow your-
self tobeputinthemiddle. If thebride
signed a contract with the photogra-
pher, hemay havetotakeher tosmall
claimscourtinorder toget themoney
sheoweshim. It'snot apretty picture,
but it'sthe unfortunatetruth.

DEARABBY: | ana53-year-old
womanwhois100-pluspoundsover-
weight. Six months ago, | finally
made a commitment to lose the ex-
cesspounds, andwithmy doctor’sap-

proval, joined aweight reduction pro-
gram. Slowly but surely, | am suc-
ceeding. | intend to stick withiit.

The problem is my live-in boy-
friend, “Jack.” | know he loves me
and hasmy bestinterestsat heart, but
heactslikea“food cop.”

I resent being given the third de-
gree, and being told what and when
toeat and drink.

Abby, isthereany tactful way totell
Jack to butt out?1f hekeepsthisup, |
couldfall into someof my old eating
habits, and | don’t want that to hap-
pen.—BIGGIRL INDESMOINES

DEARBIGGIRL: Youarestarting
to make progress, and for that | con-
gratulate you. The next time your
boyfriend actslikea“food cop,” tell

himyouknow hemeanswell, but this
is aproject you need to do on your
own— for yourself and by yourself.
Explain that when someone looks
over your shoulder, it makesyou ner-
vous, and when you get nervousyou
want to overeat. So he should please
stop.

DEARABBY: “Devoted Daughter
in Houston” wrote about her mother
havingvascular dementia, andhow a
family member took advantageof her
conditionand removed aval ued pos-
session from her home without per-
mission.

My mother hasvascular dementia
andwe, too, had family memberswho
tried to take advantage of her.

| obtained legal documents from

our family lawyer and had my
mother’ sdoctor declareher incompe-
tent. | then photocopied the forms,
alongwithmy durablepower of attor-
ney, andmailedthemtotheguilty par-
ties.

Needlessto say, thesefolksareup-
set, but they no longer try to get
money frommy mother. — FAMILY
“BAD GUY” IN NEVADA

DEAR FAMILY “BAD GUY":
Thelessonis, ashard asit may beto
face, that sometimesit’ snecessary to
takelegal actiontoprotect aloved one
fromexploitationandfinancia disas-
ter. That'swhat attorneys and elder-
lawsarefor. So pleasedon’t let any-
onemakeyou feel likeabad guy for
acting likeagood guy.
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Planet Died Shimizu's Pyramid City.  |Car 2" “NASCAR Street Sweeper” B sar? (N) Pharaoh (N)
28 TNT |[NBA Basketball Playoffs: First Round * % % “Space Cowboys” (2000) Clint Eastwood. [&t] Out-Justce 28 TNT |NBA Basketball Playoffs:  First Round Game 3 -- Teams TBA [NBA Basketball Playoffs: _First Round Game 3 -- Teams TBA
30 FXSP |ATP Tennis: U.S. Clay Court Champ. Semi. Boxing: Steve Quinonez vs. Antonio Ramirez Rocky Mt.  |Last Word 30 FXSP [Sports Emmy Awards From New York. (N) Beyond the Glory (N) |Best Damn Sports Show  |Rocky Mt.  [See This
32 FAM % * “Best Friends” (1982) Burt Reynolds. * % “Protocol” (1984) Goldie Hawn. [ Jesse [ |Jesse [ 32 FAM |* % x “Circle of Friends”  (1995) Minnie Driver * % % “Circle of Friends”  (1995) Minnie Driver Church Feed
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4:45) %% “The House |(:05) %% “The Opportunists” (2000) ((:35) %% “Mimic 2" (2001) Alix Ko- * % %5 “You Can Count i | ; ; ;
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