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from our viewpoint...

Rain gauge says
the Drought is Out!

If youlook at the smiles, it isagood feeling to believewe are
onthewaning edgeof thedrought that hasdrained reservoirsand
dropped the ground water level over the past few years.

Thedrought may not be completely over, but we' ve had three
timesthe moisturethrough thefirst fivemonthsof thisyear than
|ast. We' remorethan ahalf inch abovenormal, and it surelooks
likethedry spell isover.

WEe' re not claiming to be clairvoyant, but based on the recent
rainsand theweather pattern, there are many signsof areturnto
more normal moisture.

| am not surewhen the official sdeclared wewerein adrought.
| am sure they made the decision sometime after it was really
underway, and many people had already been speaking the ter-
rible*d” word long beforeit becameofficial.

It islike the current economic situation, which has been de-
scribed asas owdown, recessionand even adepression, depend-
ing on who you happen to hear reporting. It took months before
peoplein Topeka, | et al one Washington, wanted to be quoted as
saying it was anything morethan abump intheroad.

Thereissomehopetherebuilding of Iragqwill open somemar-
ketsfor American agricultureand bring someimproved prosper-
ity tofarmers.

Any improvement in the agriculture sector will be aboon for
thisarea, and other efforts at economic development should re-
ceiveaboost.

Wesal utethe Sherman County Economic Devel opment Coun-
cil and the Micro Loan Committeefor their effortsto assist alo-
cal business— Reynaldo’s—inqualifyingforaloantohelpwith
their new businesslocation.

Thisisatypeof progresswe should be shouting from theroof-
tops, because it isthe local people who are working to assist a
businessinitsexpansionand devel opment effort. Thisispart of a
pot of money — $100,000 — that was received ayear ago from
the stateto start arevolving loan fund.

It took ayear to get thefirst loan approved, and the credit for
this should be shared by Carolyn Applegate, the new economic
devel opment director, and the Sherman County commissioners.
They worked diligently to hel p get thisloan approved, and there
is every expectation they will have more this year. We hope so,
becausethe money hasto be given out by October.

Fortheir part, Reynaldo’ shad tojumpthrough paperwork hoops
that go with apublic loan program, but they did what had to be
done.

Anytimelocal businessescan behel ped createjobs, it hel psthe
business climate. The effort shows that economic devel opment
in Sherman County isnot solely based on chasing after big busi-
nesses, butitisatotal project ableto help thosein business now
aswell as those who may want to come and be part of our suc-
cess.

The council isworking on an incentive package that will be
another part of that program, andwill hel p new busi nessesaswell
asthosealready here.

Itisthingslikethemicroloan programa ongwiththewelcome
rainsthat make usbelieveitistimeto say: The Drought isOut!

And next, therecession?— Tom Betz
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skillet.

You can make perfect omelet in 40 seconds

They say you should learn something every
day, and | expected to learn alot of things at
the Kansas Press Association meeting earlier
thismonthin Topeka.

| didn’t expect to learn how to makean om-
eletin 40 seconds.

The omelet was part of our bloopers pro-
gram.

Each year on Saturday morning, thereisa
slideshow of our mistakes. Thesecanbemildly
humorous— The SalinaJour nal put aone-half
pagead for Krispy Kremedonutsonthesame
pageasastory ondieting, and TheNorton Tele-
gram had a buzzard sounding at the end of a
basketball game.

Somecanbevery embarrassingfor thosewho
forget to put all the lettersin common words
such as public and count. Spell check will not
catch these mistakes, but the readers sure do.

Thewinner thisyear was, which quoted Bar-
baraBush assayingthat shehadlivedthrough
wars, presidentsand three breast sizes.

What shehad saidwasdresssizes. Mrs. Bush
wroteaniceletter to the Eagle saying that her
family had had quitealaugh over the mistake.
Attheend of thetyped | etter shewroteby hand,
“1 just had to get this off my chest.”

Beforewegot intothistantalizingbit of teas-
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ing of each other, however, wehad breakfast,
andthisyear that wasaprogram by theAmeri-
can Egg Board.

| guess | wasn't aware that we had an Egg
Board. We not only have one, but it has a
spokesman, Howard Helmer, who is the
world' sfastest omel et maker andknowsmore
about eggsthan most hens.

Hehad each of usmakeour ownomeletwith
apressassociation past presidentshel pingout.
That meant that Steve was a helper. For this,
he received an apron and a miniature whisk
with aplastic eggontop. Healso becamereal
good at making omelets.

Thetrick isusing a hot 10-inch non-stick
skillet. Each omel et contai nstwo eggsandtwo
tablespoons of water. If you are making lots,
you still makethem oneat atime, but you can
mixthemall upanduseasoupladle, whichjust
holdstwo eggs and two tablespoons of water,
to spoon the well-stirred mixture into the hot

You start by puttinginapat of butter or mar-
garineor alittleoil. Allowittomelt or heat for
acouple of seconds and add your beaten egg
mixture.

After you have the egg mixturein the skil-
let, you move it from the sides to the middle
withaspatul a, tiltingthepantoallow uncooked
eggtorunintotheholesyou createuntil theegg
isjust set, but not done. Youthengrab handsful
of whatever youwantinyour omelet—onion,
green pepper, ham, cheese, mushrooms— on
the left half of the eggs. You then use your
spatulatofliptheeggover thegoodiesandthen
turntheskillet over onto aplate, which allows
the omelet to hit the plate upside down. This
makes aperfect omelet in about 40 seconds.

Wetriedit at home, andit works. Theskillet
handle should always be turned towards you,
you need to haveall your ingredientsready to
go and most importantly, you need the stove
tobereally hot.

If you are making scrambled eggs, Helmer
said, you use milk, but only water for an om-
elet. That’swhat makesthemfluffy, thesteam
fromthewater.

WEell, you learn something every day. And
somelessonsareedible.

What does Jesus resurrection mean for us?

By dyi ng, Jesus gave us the opportunity to [

have our sinsforgiven, but what istheimpor-
tance of hisresurrection?

Acts17:31 says, “Hehasset aday inwhich
hepurposestojudgetheinhabited earthinrigh-
teousness by a man whom he has appointed,
and he hasfurnished aguaranteetoall menin
that he hasresurrected him from thedead.”

Jesus' resurrectionisaguarantee. Of what?
John 11:25 says, “ Jesus said to her: ‘1 am the
resurrectionandthelife. Hethat exercisesfaith
inme, eventhough hedies, will cometolife.””

Jesustold Lazarus' sister Marthathat those
exercisingfaithinhimwouldberesurrectedif
they died. Marthaknew hewasreferringto a
timeinthefuture, but hethen showed hispower
toresurrect by raising her brother whohad died
four daysbefore.

OtherresurrectionsarerecordedintheBible.
Hebrews 11:35 says, “Women received their
dead by resurrection.”

Elijah resurrected awidow’s only son, and
Jesus did the same for the widow of Nain.
Thoseresurrected wereresurrectedto earthto
bewith their loved ones who had been griev-
ing. That shows that such resurrections are
possible, and Jesus' resurrection is further
proof of that.

Romans 6:23 says, “ For thewagessin pays
is death, but the gift God givesis everlasting
lifeby Christ Jesusour Lord.”

Because of Adam’s sin, all of mankind are
sinful and needed Christ’s sacrificial death to
have everlasting life. In the past, those who
wereresurrected eventual ly died again. Jesus,
however, hascontinuedtolivesincehisresur-
rection.

Hebrews 10:12, 13 says of Jesus, “For this
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man offered onesacrificefor sinsperpetually
and sat down at the right hand of God, from
then on awaiting until his enemies should be
placed asastool for hisfeet.”

After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to
many of his discipleson earth; then, he went
to heaven to be at his Father’sright hand. He
hasreceived everlasting life. But what about
otherswho died?

Revelation 20:4, 5says, “ And | saw thrones,
and there were those who sat down on them,
and power of judgingwasgiventhem....And
they cameto life and ruled as kings with the
Christ for athousand years. (The rest of the
dead did not cometo life until the thousand
years were ended.) Thisisthe first resurrec-
tion.”

TheBibleforetellsatimewhen peoplewill

where to write

livelong lives, do satisfying work and enjoy
the fruits of their labor rather than toiling for
someoneelse.

| saiah 33:24 saysof that time: “Andnoresi-
dent will say: ‘1 am sick.” The peoplethat are
dwellinginthelandwill bethosepardonedfor
their error.”

Why canwebelievethis?

Isaiah 55:10, 11 says, “ For just asthe pour-
ing raindescends, and thesnow, fromtheheav-
ensand does not return to that place, unlessit
actually saturates the earth and makesit pro-
duce and sprout, and seed isactually given tc
the sower and bread to the eater, so my word
that goesforthfrommy mouthwill provetobe.
It will not return to me without results, but it
will certainly dothatinwhich| havedelighted,
anditwill havecertain successinthat forwhich
| havesentit.”

When God promisessomething, itisascer-
tainto succeed asthegroundisto get wetina
heavy rainfall. WhenHesaysHewill resurrect
our loved oneswho have died and that we can
liveforever onearthwiththem, itisacertainty.
And Jesus' resurrectionistheguarantee.
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