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from other pens...

Love, protect them;
Immunize them

Vaccines are among the 21st Century’s most successful and
cost-effectivepublichealthtool savailablefor preventing disease
and death. They not only prevent a vaccinated individual from
developing a potentially serious disease, but vaccines also pro-
tect the entire community by reducing the spread of infectious
agents.

I mmuni zation coverageamong childrenintheUnited Statesis
higher today than ever before. In Kansaswe are getting closer to
attaining thegoal of having 90 percent or more of infantsreceiv-
ing the most critical dose of recommended vaccinesby agetwo.
Thesevery highimmunizationlevel strans ateintorecord or near
record low levels of vaccine-preventable diseases. For most of
thevaccine-preventabl edi seases, wehavehad reductionsindeath
rate of 95 percent or more.

The Kansas Department of Health and Environment and the
Kansas State NursesA ssoci ation urge parentsand heal thcarepro-
viderstofocusontheimportance of ensuring that babiesarepro-
tected against measles and other vaccine-preventable diseases.
All infants should begin a series of immunizations beginning at
birth. By age 2 years, babies should have received vaccinations
toprotect themagainst 11 di seases: di phtheria, tetanus(lockjaw),
pertussis(whooping cough), polio, measles, mumps, rubella(Ger-
man M eadl es), hepatitisB, chicken pox, Hib meningitis, and pneu-
monia.

Many peopleinour country havenot seen acaseof diphtheria,
polio, or measles and may not realize how much damage these
diseases can cause. Unfortunately, some believe these diseases
are athing of the past and there is no reason to immunize their
children. Thesediseasesarenow infrequent becauseof improved
immuni zationservicesandtheavail ability of improvedvaccines.
But, when children aren’t immunized, epidemics can occur. For
example, amajor cause of the measles epidemic in 1989-1991
wasthefailureto properly vaccinatechildrenat 12 to 15 months
of age. The state of Kansas had 246 diagnosed cases of measles
inthat timeframe.

All parentsand caregivers should makethe decision to immu-
nizetheir children based on thefacts. Parents/caregiversshould
review Vaccine Information Statements available from their
health careproviders, whichdiscussthebenefitsand risksof vac-
cines. A sking questionsabout immunizations, including theben-
efitsand risks pertinent to their own child, is encouraged. Each
health carevisitisan opportunity to discussimmunizationandto
provide any needed vaccinations. Each visit that does not result
inaneeded vaccination isamissed opportunity for protection—
not only for that child but al so for the entire community.

If you have any questions about your child’simmunizations,
talk toyour health careprovider. For additional information about
the childhood i mmuni zation schedul e, contact the K ansas State
Department of Health and Environment, Bureau of Epidemiol-
ogy and Disease Prevention, Immunization Program at
785.296.5591. — Michael Moser, Sate Health Officer, Kansas
Department of Health & Environment
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FREEDOM OF SPEECH.

Smiles can make problems seem lighter

| don’t know about you, but I vebeenthink-
ing about smiles.

It was prompted by the news clip | wrote
about last week, I'm sure. | think that smiles
canward off alot of problems.

They can make you feel better when you |
haven’t beenwell or lift thespiritsof someone

else, aswell asdiffusean angry situation.

An unknown author wrote: “A smile costs
nothing, but givesmuch. It enrichesthosewho
receive, without making poorer those who
give. Ittakesbut amoment, but thememory of
it sometimes |asts forever. Noneis so rich or
mighty that they can get along without it, and
noneisso poor but that they can be maderich
by it. A smile creates happinessin the home,
fostersgood will in business, and isthe coun-

State needs to

TotheEditor:

Every day theK ansasand national job mar-
kets continue to shrink. Yet, our leaders con-
tinueto overlook oneof theeasiest and fastest
waysto create new jobs.

For 90 daysnow, our governor and Legisla-
ture have discussed various plans to create
work. However, given all of this debate, the
simplest solution, funding public works con-
struction, hasbeenignored.

Sowhat areour Kansas|eadersdoing about
it?Nothing.

Thisisafar cry from the days of Roosevelt
or Eisenhower, whenleadershadthevisionand
courage to pursue job creating public works
programs.

Yes, folksthatiscorrect, despitethefact that
thegovernor and L egidaturehavemoremoney
tospendthisyear thanlast, and despitethefact
they are spending $10.2 billion on all sorts of
things, they cannot find $156 million to pro-
videyou ajob or maintain our excellent trans-
portation system.

Thisis equivaent to spending $150 out of
$10,000 or approximately 1.5 percent of al
spending, and most economists estimate over
6,000 high paying jobswould be created. Ac-
cordingtotheU.S. Bureau of EconomicAnaly-
sis, thesejobswouldthen createanother 16,320
insupport services. Not abadreturn, especialy
inthesestimes.

No other form of public spendingwill yield
greater returnsfaster than publicinfrastructure.
Andlong-term benefitsarea soreceivedfrom
completed projectsin terms of greater safety,
fewer accidents and reduced transportation
costs.

Overall, thiswould appear tobeawin—win
to all, but our leadersin Topeka, unlike great
visionaries of the past, have chosen to get
caught up in thefinger pointing game of each
blaming the other for our current woes.

From the days of the Santa Fe Trall, to the
ChisholmTrail, tothe SantaFeRailway, tothe
Air Capital, Kansas' futurehasbeeninextrica-
bly linked to transportation. So, do you want
jobs? Contact your |egislator today.

L etsput Kansashack towork by insi sting out
leadersberesponsibly andfully fund our Com-
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tersignof friendship. Itbringsresttotheweary,
cheer to the discouraged, sunshineto the sad,
anditisnature santidotefor trouble. Yetit can-
not bebought, begged, borrowed, or stolen, for
it is something that is of no value to anyone
until itisgivenaway. Somepeoplearetootired
togiveyou asmile. Givethem one of yours,
asnoneneedsasmileso much astheonewho
has no moreto give.” (Passit On, from Tea
Timewith God.)

Of course there are times when a smileis
probably inappropriate— especialy if you' re
patronizing someone.

Andtherearetimeswhenthey arebetter reg-
isteredinsideyour soul instead of onyour face
—likewhenyour teenager isconvinced he/she
isgoingtodiedueto ahugefacial zit on prom
night. But by andlarge, smilesareappropriate
and well-received.

Why not forget yourself and your problems
today andsmilejust for thesakeof thosearound
you? I’'m willing to guess that you will feel
better about yourself by theend of theday. Anc
maybeyour morepositiveattitudemight even
solve some of those problemsthat seemed so
hugethismorning.

Invest In transportation jobs

from our
readers

Edward R. Moses, managing director
KansasAggregate ProducersAssociation
Topeka

TotheEditor:

We arewriting to you to express our disap-
pointmentinthearticlepublishedintheTues-
day edition of your paper entitled “ County
agreesonloan.” Thearticlecontainedinaccu-
raciesin the dollar amounts that were listed.
The loan to the business was actually for
$10,000. There will be a payment of $5,000
that will gototheNorthwest KansasPlanning
and Development Commission for adminis-
tration fees (whichisaportion of thefeesfor
administering theentire $100,000 grant) .

Therewereother inaccuraciesrelatedtothe
section discussing the applications.

Our biggest concern wasthefact the confi-
dentidity of thebusinessowner wasnot main-
tained and thi swas something that we specifi-
cally askedthereporter torespect. Webelieve
that whenthenamesof specificbusinessesare
released to the general public the future suc-
cessof themicroloan programisjeopardized.
Thereareindividua swhocouldqualifyforthe
loans but they may not apply for the loan be-

where to write

causethey don’t want their personal business
advertised on thefront page of the newspaper
for thewhole community to see.

Thepurposeof themicroloan programistc
help promote business. We would hope your
newspaper would hel p promotethemicroloan
program instead of discouraging businesses
fromusing it for fear their businessinforma-
tionwill be plastered on the front page of the
newspaper every time the documents relatec
to the loan goes before the County Commis-
sionfor their signatures.

Whilethere are many recordsthat are open
publicrecord, itdoesn’t meanthat theindividu-
asinvolved shouldn’t be shown courtesy anc
respect and a degree of privacy. If anyoneis
interested in theinformation they can request
it under the open record act (provided thein-
formation isnot exempt from the act).

Kevin Rasure

Mitch Tiede

Chuck Thomas

Sherman County Commissioners

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes |etters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
aswill letters deemed to be of no public interest
or considered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit lettersfor length and good taste. We encour-
age letters, with address and phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-

4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202)

224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1217 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.

(202) 225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-

7676

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS66612. (785) 296-7399
KansasAttorney General Phil Kling, 301 S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-1597
(785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699 TTY: (785) 291-3767
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