Block scheduling
may be changed

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News
Principal Harvey Swager toldthe
Goodland School Board last Tues-
day that teacherswanted moretime
to study the block scheduling plan
and asked that they have until De-
cember to makearecommendation.
With block scheduling, the
school divides the day into six
longer periodsand rotatesclass of -
ferings every other day. The idea
was to allow the students to spend
longer periodsin each classrather
thantheshorter periodsintheorigi-
nal seven-hour day.
“Thiswasdesigned by theteach-
ers,” he said, “and it wasto be a
three-year trial. Thisis the third
year. | talked to the teachers and
they want more time to study the
programand haveaskedthatit con-
tinue asit isuntil December. If we
want to change, it can be done for
the second semester.”
Superintendent Marvin Selby
said he had heard that Ulysses,
which hasbeen onasimilar sched-
ule, was going to change back to a
seven-hour day. In talking to the
superintendent there, hesaid, itwas
because the block scheduling had
adversely affect math scores.
Boardmember BenDuell saidhe
feltthisisanissuethat shouldbeleft
uptothenew board. Hesaidhewas
ready to voteto go back to aseven-
hour day, but that the new board
(which will take office in July)
should decide on any change.
Board member Kathy Russell
asked if the block scheduling had
made any difference in the down
list, students who are in danger of
failingaclass. Swager saidtherehas
not been any change. He said there
isno real evidencethat shows that
block scheduling hel psor hurtsthe
downrate.

Russell said the down list was
part of thereasonfor goingtoblock
scheduling.

“Block scheduling gives us a
black eyethistime of year,” mem-
ber Ron Schilling said. “With the
spring sports, there are some who
areonly goingtooneclass.”

Board President Dick Short said
hefelt it was better to gather some
information for the next meeting
rather than putting the decision off
until December.

“We need to figure out what is
best for thekids,” Selby said.

In other business, the board:

» Handed out certificatestoAndy
Scheopner and Mary Frazier for 25
years of teaching. The awards are
sponsored by the University of
Kansas.

» Agreed to allow Selby to work
with acompany that believesthey
cansavethedistrict somemoney on
utilities.

“It might not save usalot, but |
think itisworth alook,” hesaid.

» Heard areport from Central El-
ementary Principal Sharon Gregory
ontheSchool Improvement Profile,
which has been compiled and sent
to the state. She said the district is
abovethe*cut” score on math and
readingat al threelevels. Thisisthe
lowest scorethat adistrict canhave
beforebeing put onnotice, and hav-
ing their funding threatened.

ShesaidtheNorth Central Asso-
ciation of Schools and Colleges
technical assistanceteam hasbeen
helping them, but that nationwide
theareaof concernfor meetingthe
new “No Child Left Behind” goals
isthemiddle school grades.

“There is an opportunity to im-
prove,” shesaid, “ butthebarispretty
high over the next 10-12 years.”

* Approved payment of billsto-
taling $12,571.
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Burying a bit of history with tree

oy

Fr‘

q}‘f J.-'-’: "I.

J“; A I" #r'

R

':rﬂ

lh“"_ e

Mayor Rick Billinger held a time capsule as a Central Elemen-
tary School student put something in. Then the capsule was were on hand for the Arbor Day ceremony.
buried in a hole with a new burr oak tree at Chambers Park on
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Friday. City officials, tree board members and Central students

Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

County purchases new car for sheriff, new road grader

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County commissioners
approvedthepurchaseof anew car
for the sheriff’s department and a
new grader for theroad and bridge
department during their meeting
Wednesday.

Sheriff Doug Whitson presented
thebidsfor thecar, andthecommis-
sioners approved one from Dan
Brenner Fordfor a2003 CrownVic-
toriafor $18,975. Thepriceisafter
thetradein of 22000 Crown Victo-
ria, the sheriff said.

Curt Way, county public works
manager, presented the commis-
sioners a proposal from Martin
Tractor of Colby for agrader to be
financed through alease/purchase
program.

Thegrader would cost $147,311
after the trade-in of a 1986 model
with avalue of $47,000. The total
cost would be $194,311.

Way said it would behissugges-
tiontofinance $100,000 of thepur-
chase price and pay the other

correction

Membersof theRural FireDis-
trict board met with the Sherman
County commi ssioners\Wednes-
day and asked for help to get a
new truck for the Brewster area.

“We need one badly,” said Fire
Board Chairman Marvin Duell.
“Wehaveaproposa foranewtruck
that would be $75,600, and we
wouldliketodoalease/purchase.”

The commissioners asked
what the arrangement is for the
Brewster area

Kenneth Palmgren, board
member, said there are three
townships in Thomas County
who are part of the Sherman
County firedistrictand pay anan-
nual fee. He said the City of

Brewster built the firehouse and
providesthe manpower.

“Weprovidetheequipment,” Stan
Pettibone, aboard member, said.

Thefireboardmemberssaidthey
were looking for help in how to
setup thelease/purchasefor afive-
year payment program, and they
had a proposal from Hays Fire
Equipment for thetruck.

They said they would ask local
truck dealersfor bids on the chas-
sisand that Hays Fire would build
the tank and compartments.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said
thespecificationsseemed similarto
the servicetruck that had been pur-
chasedfor theRoad and Bridgede-
partment last year under a lease/

Rural fire board wants new truck for Brewster

purchase program.

It was suggested that the fire
board members talk to Curt Way,
county publicworksmanager, who
hashandled several of theseequip-
ment | ease/purchases, and that they
shouldask County Attorney Bonnie
Selby to help.

Theboardmemberssaidthey felt
thedistrict budget would beableto
handle the annual payment.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
said thetruck wasagood project to
upgradethedistrict equipment, and
that it is the type of program the
county has been using to upgrade
theroad and bridge equipment.

When the commissioners asked
what other projects the fire board

had on their want list, Duell
quickly said, “Weneedanewfire
house. The one we have is too
small, and with the new tankers
itishardto get aroundinside.”

Rasuresaidtherewasaplanto
build anew firehouseonlandthe
county had purchased north of the
present county shops, but won-
deredif it might be better todo a
combined building with thecity.

The fire board members were
not sure they needed to add the
city to the project, but that they
certainly neededthenew building
to housethe county firetrucks.

Thefireboard saidthey would
meet with Way and Selby and
bring aproposal back.

$47,311 out of theequipment fund,
which hasatotal of $224,000.
He said the new grader would

Anitemin the Brewster Beacon
onpage 10of theTuesday, April 29,
issue of the Goodland Star-News
incorrectly statedthat the Brewster
city-widegaragesalewill be Satur-
day, June 11. It will be Saturday,
June 7. This was a typographical

error.

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair and factual . Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyoucallingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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“Old Man Sunflower" sez
there's nothing better
than a happy banker!

‘My Banker is happy with SIGCO's new
crop 'Act of God confection sunflower
contract. He said that | coud net §2.00/acre
agove direct costs! With the high production
costs fOr corn, many ameitions are nipped in

Conisder a confection sunflower contract
with 8IGCO Sun Products this year!
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SIGCO

SUN PRODUCTS r...

Mike Bretz or Lori Rietcheck
Crop Production Team

Goodland, Kansas

1-800-742-9259 or 899-5607

bringall of thecounty gradersupto
being under 10 yearsold.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
asked how many gradersthe county
had andif they werebeinguseddaily.

Way said there are 10 graders
with nine in daily service on the
county roads and the other used as
abackup andin other construction
projects, likeinstalling culvertsand
other similar projects.

“The nine are being used on a

daily basisto work the roads,” he
said, “ and we can usetheother one
at times to help keep up with the
roadswhenthereisapressing need.
It may bemy backup, butitisbeing
used on afrequent basis.”
Commissioner Mitch Tiede
madethemotiontoapprovethepur-
chase of the new grader, and Com-
missioner Chuck Thomasseconded
themotion. It passed unanimously.
Way saidthenext stepistodeter-

If You Think You May Have a Hearing Loss,
Don’t Miss This Opportunity
to Receive Professional Advice!

§ A

Chic Becker

Licensed & Board
Certified Hearing

Don’t miss this
opportunity even if you
have been told a hearing
instrument won't help.

Instrument Specialist

at Precision Hearing Aid Center
1002 Main St. « Goodland, Kan 67735

call 899-3166 or toll-free 1-888-899-3169 for an appointment

Call early to schedule your preferred appointment time.)

mine the financing, and he would
seek bidsfromthefour local banks.

In other business the commis-
sioners:

» Heard anupdateontherecycling
program from Dave Daniels, the
county representative on the re-
gional board. Hereportedthat Good-
land continuestodowell inrecycling

paper, glass and cans. He reported
that for January and February, there
wasatotal of 221 cubicyards, about
38.5 tons, and that based on the
county tipping feeof $32 per ton, that
would be a savings to the city of
$1,232 over those two months. He
said the total for the year would be
about $8,000intipping fees.

» Approved reappointment of
Randy Bellamy, Jason Artzer and
Gary Barricklowtothe Smoky Gar-
densBoardfor threeyears.

* Discussed a proposed policy
dealing withwhen departmentscan
send flowers on behalf of county
employees. Thepolicy wouldallow
departments to send flowers for ¢
hospital stay or death of the em-
ployee or their immediate family.
Other flowersmay besent with do-
nations from staff members. The
commissionersdecided to seek the
adviceof the department heads be-
foreapproving thepalicy.

* Reviewed the contract with the
city for trash collection. The com-
missioners agreed that the final
changesappear tobe OK, but Tiede
asked that the commissionwait un-
til May 13to sign the contract. Ra-
sureand Thomasagreedtowait un-
til that meeting, when proposal sare
tobereceivedfrom sub-contractors.
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Hallmark Cds
) for Mother’s Day [
\ and Graduation

(Also in Spanish)

Mother's Day and Graduation are fast
\approachlng Let us help you with your gift
giving needs.

rder your balloons early for best selection

’ “Theyll never forget you remembered.”
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1124 Main » Goodland, Ks

Free Delivery in Goodland

[

Jacque's Hallmark

899-7255




