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from our viewpoint...

State needs money,
gambling bad idea

A bad ideais still abad idea, even when the state needs the
money.

Timewaswhen society asawhol e pretty much recogni zed that
gamblingwasabad idea. Basically, gambling wasillegal inthis
country, exceptin Nevada.

But thereisno way torid anation of gambling, any morethan
you can rid a nation of dangerous drugs like alcohol and meth.
It'spretty hard to prevent something that can bedoneinabarn or
abasement.

And becausewearehuman, there' [l alwaysbedemandfor sin.

Whengamblingwasillegd , themarket (likethat for liquor when
it wasillegal) was controlled by criminals. The mob ran horse
booksand numbersgamesin every city.

Withtheadvent of LasVegas, themob saw itschancetogole-
git and make somereal money. And, using the Teamsters Union
pension fundsfor investment capital, that’sjust what they did.

Soon, everyonewanted apieceof theaction, from Indiantribes
tohard-pressed stategovernments, andin Nebraska, even small-
town city councils. The statelottery, with profits earmarked for
schoolsor prisonsor parks, became ubiquitous.

Casinossprungupeverywherefrom South Dakotato Gary, Ind.,
intheshadow of the steel mills. Bingo parlorsand betting opera-
tions, riverboat gambling salonsand race tracks multiplied.

So, of course, did gambling addiction and the loss of homes,
cars, marriagesand families.

But, when the state needs the money, who cares? Right?

And Kansas needs the money, so gambling is on the table as
thegovernor and L egislaturewrestle over thefinal detailsof an-
other deficit budget.

Slot machinesto save the state’s race tracks, and boost afew
needy counties, including Ford and Geary. Casinosto fuel eco-
nomicdevel opment. Who knowswhat might comenext. Onebill
provides county option for the entire state. Heck, we'll all have
casinossoon. Slotsat the corner c-store. Bingo at the bank.

Thelatest twist ishaving the state | ottery run the new games.

Thetake?

No oneis saying for sure, but maybe only $50 million or so.
Not nearly enough to solve the state’s budget problems. Only a
good economy will dothat.

Beware the state-run gambling enterprise, by the way. When
the mob ran the numbersracket, it took just afew centsof every
dollar. When the state runs the numbersracket, known now asa
statelottery, it typically takeshalf.

The odds are better in Vegas than in most state-run joints, but
theloserslosejust the same.

Theonly winneristhestate, which havingfailedtorunthemob
out of the gambling business, just takes over. And cuts the pay-
out.

We don’'t need more gambling in Kansas. It can only hurt us
whilefailing to do much for the state budget.

Likewesaid, abad ideaisabad idea. —Steve Haynes
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Gossip hurts everyone

| don’t know about you, but | liketo read.

| am often struck by thewisdom somewrit-
erscanputintotheir words, and| wanttoshare
that wisdom with others. Here's some quotes
I’ vesaved about gossi p—thealways-present,
insidiousruination of livesand relationships.

Thisoneis called “Gossip: Nobody's *

Friend.”

“My nameis Gossip. | have no respect for
justice. | maim without killing. | break hearts
andruinlives. | amcunningand maliciousand
gather strengthwithage. Themorel amquoted,
themore | am believed. My victimsare help-
less. They cannot protect themselves against
me because | have no name and no face. To
track me down isimpossible. The harder you
try, themoreelusivel become. | amnobody’s
friend. Oncel tarnish areputation, itisnever
the same. | topple governments and wreck
marriages. | ruin careers and cause sleepless
nights, heartaches, andindigestion. | makein-
nocent people cry in their pillows. Even my
namehisses. | am called Gossip. | make head-
linesand heartaches.” — Author Unknown

Thisisfromaneditoria by Lorrain Kee(St.
L ouisPost-Dispatch) in WichitaEagle Jan. 3:
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® commentary

“Gossip. Not everyonedoesit, but almost ev-
eryonedoes. Atleastthat’swhat we' veheard....

“Walter Winchell oncesaid,* Gossipistheart
of saying nothing in away that leaves practi-
calynothingunsaid.’ Itisalternately called our
‘national pastime’ and our ‘ communal voice.’

“Gossipisn'tnew. Yet, clearly thegrapevine
isn't what it used to be. In the old days, we
passed notes in class about our loves and
grudges. We whispered over fences in our
yardsor at thewater cooler at work. We gos-
siped onthetelephone. Nowadays, thevineis
juiced. Gossip popsupinour instant messages.
Carried onthe World WideWeb, it ravel sfar-
ther, faster. And the relative anonymity of e-
mail only makesit easier topassalong.” True,
but sad!

“Participation in evil isusually easier than
beinginoppositiontoit. Thefactthatitcango

literally around theworldin secondsis scary!

“Gossip comesfrom peoplewhowant toel-
evate their own standing, to bein ‘the know’
or verbally confirm theworst in otherswhich
was always suspected to bethere.

“Itisoften passed alongincasual conversa-
tionwithout any factsto proveit. Many don't
evenredlizethey’ regossiping; they’' rejusttell-
ing ‘thenews.” Inreality, much of what seems
to be true at the time doesn’t need to be re-
peated; thetruth might bedifferent tomorrow.

“We need to guard our mouths. The Bible
tellsusthat the tongueis sharper than * atwo-
edged sword.” How truethat is.

“Gossip cuts people up from all sides, and
also injures the gossiper. A good test of our
wordsisthis: ‘What are we discussing aswe
journey alongtheway? Could Jesusjoinyour
conversation and feel at homein it? The
Interpreter’'sBible, Mark, p.786.

“We need to ask ourselves those questions
habitually and often.

Instead of thinking of someone else who
needsthisinformation, just apply ittoyourself.
Too oftenweseeothers flawslong beforewe
Seeour own.

Blood drive needs donors on Tuesday

TotheEditor

Every day thousands of people throughout
the United States need blood. It is estimated
that every two secondssomeoneintheUnited
Statesreceivesablood transfusion. Burnvic-
tims, surgical patents, and people undergoing
chemotherapy treatments depend on the
American Red Cross and its volunteer blood
donorsto maintain an adequate blood supply.

Please help the Red Crossmeet the needs of
hospital patientsthroughout our region. If you
areingeneral good health, at least 17 years of
ageweigh 110 poundsor more, | hopeyouwill
consider taking time out of your busy sched-
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uletodonatebl oodto hel psomeonewhoneeds
blood.

From 12:00t0 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday Good-
land ishosting an American Red Crossblood
drive. Thewill beheld at the Our L ady of Per-
petual Help Catholic Church, 307W 13th. All
Blood types are needed, especially Type O-

positiveand O-negative.

Most medication are not cause of deferral.
Those with diabetics or high blood pressure
may donate as long as their condition is con-
trolled by medicationandthey arefeelingwell
that day. Potential donorsareremindedtodrink
plenty of fluidsprior to their blood donation.

For more information on donating blood,
how to volunteer or to schedule an appoint-
ment, please call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE (1-800-
448-3543).

LuellaRichardson

Kanorado

Red Cross Publicity Chairman

Those running the state can't face reality

It's amazing that those running the state of
Kansasjust can't seemto faceredlity.

The stateis up to its eyeballs in financial
problems, and it hasbeen for two years.

Everywhere you turn, there's talk of state
budget cuts.

Yet thefact is, the state budget has gone up
each and every year.

That’sright, state spending keeps on going
up. Itwas$8.85hillionin2001, $9.5hillionin
2002, $9.85 hillion this year and the budget
projectionfor nextyear tops$10billionfor the
firsttime.

The only things being cut are budget re-
guests, pleas for more money when the state
doesnot haveany.

A family facedwiththekind of budget prob-
lems the state has — stagnant revenue, pres-
sure for increased spending, much wailing
from the children astheir allowanceis cut —
would either cut back or face bankruptcy.

A private business faced with this kind of
pressure would do the same — stabilize em-
ployment, defer rai ses, maybeevenhavesome
layoffs. Or face bankruptcy.

We know. We' ve had to face that with our
business, andit’sbeen painful. Lotsof Kansas
businesseshavefacedtougher issuesthanours.

steve
haynes
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But wedon’t havetoanswer totheteachers
unionor themany organi zationsthat represent
peoplewhobenefit from— or work for—state
programs.

Thefirst rule of government is, those who
get want more. Last year’s new, innovative
programisthisyear’sentitlement.

And absolutely no one is prepared to see
government programs cut.

Theright answer to the state’ sbudget prob-
lemsisto cut back until theeconomy recovers
and the state once again is flush with cash.
What they aredoingin Topeka, it seemstome,
istrying to figure out some way to cook the
booksand avoidredlity.

Thegovernor wantsto borrow against future
tobacco settlement payments, makepeopl epay
their second-half property taxesearlier (sothe
payment isin the current fiscal year, not the
new one), and authorize more gambling.

The Republican-dominated Legislature

wantstodel ay the Junepayment toschoolsinto
July, and put off paying sometax refunds.

What both sides are advocating, really, is
Enron accounting. By using up state reserves
and shifting funds around, they hopeto avoic
adeficit, at least on paper, and skate through
the year without either cutting servicesor in-
creasing taxes.

No one wants to vote for increased taxes.
That'sthekissof dezath.

Yet, noonewantsto cut service. Every state
programand servicehassomeonewho benefits
from it. And those people — senior citizens,
the handicapped in their wheelchairs, school
teachers and students — are very effective
when they parade outside the State house.

Nooneissayingtheir needsarenotrea . But
the state doesn’'t have any more money for
them. It's dipped into its savings account,
shifted funds, done everything it can. And it
still can'tafforditsever-increasing budget, not
like it could in the 1990s, when times were
flush and the state cut taxes each year while
increasing the budget.

Now times are not flush. Reality should be
settlingin. Notin Topeka. No, theL egislature
and the governor can’'t even agree on which
mirrorsto put the smokeinfront of.
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