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from our viewpoint...

Facing tough times,
but city will survive

L ast Monday, the Goodland City Commissionfaced aroomfulll

charge ontheir power hills.
intheir monthly bill.

their control becauseof acontract withthecity’ selectricsupplier.

public or private— can passthrough to their customers.

them when costsgo down.
There are outside forces which exert pressure on the system.
Thespikeinfuel adjustment last month wasasample of these.

power available through Sunflower was quite expensive com-
pared to what the plant produces.

The city istrying to find an alternative or backup source of
cheaper power that might prevent such spikesinthefuture.
tohelpthosewho may find it difficult to pay high billsby spread-

solution.

know what theactual billswill beuntil itistimeto send them out.
Goodlandisfortunateto haveamunicipally owned power sys-

Coasts, but thislatest bumpisawakeup call.

“wheel” that power into town past Sunflower.

inthenear future. — TomBetz

of citizenswho were upset about a spike in the fuel adjustment

Thecommissionerslistened patiently andtriedtofindaway to
hel pthosewhomight findit difficult to pay anunexpectedincrease

Duringthehour-long publicdiscussion, peopleaskedwhy this
had happened and the city officialstried to explain it was out of

Thatistrue. Thecity doesnot get adimeof thefuel adjustment
money. It goesto pay the cost of the coal or natural gas used to
generatethe power. Thisisone of the costs utility companies—

Without such pass-through charges the utility — in this case,
the city — would haveto changerates severa timesayear. With
thepass-through, theextracostisshared by al thecustomers. That
alowstheutility to maintain lower basic rates— and go back to

In this case, the Sunflower Co-operative Electric plant in
Holcomb which producesthe city’s power went down for more
thanthreeweeks, two of those unplanned. Theonly replacement

It was good to see the commissionersfind atemporary means
ing paymentsout over threemonths. Now they need apermanent

One of the people in the audience asked why the city had not
|et people know beforethebillswent out that there was going to
beaspikeinthefuel adjustment. Indefenseof City Manager Ron
Pickman, hedidtell those at an earlier commission meeting they
would see higher billsin May. The problem s, the city does not

tem, butintoday’smarket, itisgettingtougher todeal with power
costs and ensure a steady supply. The situation has not reached
the level brown outs and shortages seen on the East and West

Thecity needstofindareliable, cheap backup source, fromthe
Nebraska Public Power Pool, the federally run Western Area
Power Authority or another source. It needs to have away to

Thecity faced thechallengethistimeandfound asolution. With
atight budget, higher costsand statecuts, though, it may facemore
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How to handle those deceptive invoices

Dear Attorney Genera Kline:

| recently received an invoice for atrade
magazinel didnot order. | calledthecompany
only todiscover thatwhat lookedlikeabill was
really just asolicitation! | wonder how many
Kansansand K ansasBusinessesjust go ahead
and pay such a“hill’, not knowing they have
no legal obligationto do so. Isn't thiskind of
solicitationillegal ?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Even the Attorney General’s Officeis not
immune from receiving these kinds of solici-
tations. Infact, we just collected this month
over $3000 from acompany who sent such a
solicitationfor alegal magazinetothehead of
theConsumer Protection Division! Deceptive
solicitationsareillegal onseveral fronts. Un-
der KansasL aw, individualsareprotected from
suchdeceptivepracticesby the Consumer Pro-
tection Act. US Postal Service Regulations
require solicitations that ook like invoices,
bills, or account statementsto carry anotice,
incapital letters, stating that the solicitationis
anoffer, not abill, and that the customer isun-
dernoobligationtopayit. Shouldyoureceive
asolicitationlikethiswhich youbelieveto be
fraudulent, you may contact the Consumer
Protection Division of my office at the num-
ber below or the United States Postal Service.

Of course, not al solicitations|ook likein-

phill
kline
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voicesor bills; somemay look like (and actu-
ally be) checks. Should you receive an unex-
pected check inthe mail, for arebate or simi-
lar reason, be sure to read carefully both the
check and the associated paperwork. Many
rebate checks have a statement authorizing a
company to charge you for a product or ser-
vice, andif yousignthecheck, you areautho-
rizingthetransaction. Someareactualy loans
or loan applications, andwhilethey may seem
abit sneaky, they are generally legal if they
discloseexactly what they are. Beforeyouget
excited and rush that check to the bank, just
remember that no company staysin business
long by giving away money, so be sureto be
aware of everything you sign your name to.
You may actually be ordering something that
you don’t want and that will cost moreinthe
longrun.

Whileillegal invoicesaregenerally easy to
stop once a number of consumers report it,
thereisasimilar scam which is more wide-
spread and much harder to trace: the mailing

of fraudulent invoices where nothing was or-
dered. Thisscam, which is usually plagues
businessesbut oftentargetsindividual saswell,
isbased on the hope that someone will betoo
busy to check carefully what they are paying
for. Inthecaseof individuals, it may beanin-
voice that looks like a telephone service in-
voiceor for apopular magazine, inthe case of
businesses it is usually for office supplies
which the company orders as a matter of
course. The hope of the scammersisthat the
personwill writeacheck and mail it off to the
PO Box on theinvoice, which is often amail
drop to another PO Box, making the scheme
very hardtotrace. Thebest defensefor cases
likethisisto alwaysbe aware of what you're
signing, and don’t send money just becausean
invoicelooks* official’. If therearequestions,
it's always best to clarify with the company
beforethantotry torecover your money later.

Attorney General Phill Klineoffersthispub-
licserviceto help youavoid becomingavictim
of consumer fraud. Although someof thedetails
havebeen changed, thecasesappearinginthis
column are based on actual complaints. For
further informationor tofileacomplaint, please
writeAttorney General Phill Kline, Consumer
Protection Division, 120 SW 10th Ave., 2nd
Floor, Topeka, Kansas 66612, or call thetoll-
free Consumer Hotline, 1-800-432-2310.

James, brother of Jesus?

It was announced last fall that an ancient
ossuary, acasket for bones, wasfoundwiththe

inscription, “James son of Joseph brother of
Jesus.” The ossuary had beeninaprivatecol- |

lection for over 15 years before anyone real -
ized the possible significance.

A coupleof articles, “ Jamesinthe Box” by
Maxine Grossman and “O Brother, Who Art
Thou?’ by Michael McGough, in the Spring
2003 issue of Religionin the Newstalk about
the ossuary and some controversy surround-
ingit.

Theossuary generated nosmall controversy
astoitsauthenticity, someasto itsownership
and yet more asto its religious significance.
Some scholars considered the box to be from
the first century and likely to have held the
bones of James, the Bible writer, the brother
of Jesus. Others considered the box to be a
fraud. Thelsrael AntiquitiesAuthority iscon-
ducting tests.

A monthafter thepressconferenceannounc-
ingthe“ discovery,” theossuary wasdisplayed
at Toronto, Canada’s, Royal Ontario Museum.
Although the owner had only paid between
$200 and $700 for the box, it wasinsured for
between $1 and $2 million for the trip to
Toronto, according to varying reports. The
museum paid $25,000 to display the ossuary
and netted a$175,000 profit from 95,000 view-
ers.

If the owner purchased it inthe mid-1980s,
as originaly thought, rather than in the mid-
70s, as he now says, it would be subject to a
1978 law permitting the antiquities authority
toconfiscateitand possibly chargehimwitha
crime.

Representatives of the authority said the
owner had not alerted them to the ossuary’s
possible significance at the time when he ap-
plied for an export license.

The ossuary also brought up atheologica
debate as to whether Jesus, the son of God,
could have a brother. The official Roman
Catholicbelief, McGough'sarticlesaid, isthat
James could not be a brother or even a half-
brother (Joseph’sson by apreviousmarriage)
of Jesus because such aconnectionwould un-
derminethe church’steaching that Mary was
“evervirgin.”

Catholics claim theword “brother” can re-
fer to any closerelative, the article said; per-
haps James is a cousin of Jesus, the son of
Joseph’shbrother.

Many Protestantsbelievethat Jameswasthe
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son of Joseph and Mary, the article said; that
Mary gave birth to Jesus as avirgin, and the
couple then had children together. The East-
ern Orthodox Church considers Jamesto be
Joseph’s son by a previous marriage. What
doesthe Bible say about James?

Matthew 13:55, 56 saysof Jesus, “|sthisnot
the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called
Mary, and his brothers James and Joseph and
Simonand Judas?Andhissisters, arethey not
all with us? Where, then, did thisman get al
thesethings?’

Jamesisreferredto asoneof thesonsof Jo-
seph and Mary. This scripture quotes people
in Galilee as questioning Jesus' skills, as he
was viewed as an ordinary man, the son of a
carpenter. Peoplein Jesus’ hometownviewed
him and his brothers and sisters as that, chil-
dren of Mary and Joseph.

Matthew 12:46-50 al so showsthisto bethe
view of peopleat that time: “Whilehewasyet
speakingtothecrowds. .. someonesaidtohim:
‘Look! Your mother and your brothers are
standing outside, seeking to speak toyou.’ As
ananswer hesaidtotheonetellinghim: ‘Who
ismy mother, and who aremy brothers? And
extending his hand toward his disciples, he
said: ‘ Look! My mother and my brothers! For
whoever doesthewill of my Father whoisin
heaven, thesameismy brother, and sister, and
mother.””

By that statement, Jesus was emphasizing

where to write

theimportanceof spiritual tiesover familyties.
Heencouraged hispotential followersinMat-
thew Chapter 10to put spiritual mattersbefore
family. Usinghisownfamily asanillustration
in Chapter 12 wouldn’t have carried much
weightif they werenot really hismother, broth-
ersand sisters, but rather cousins.

InMatthew 10:35-37, Jesussays, “ For | came
tocausedivision, withamanagainst hisfather,
andadaughter against her mother, and ayoung
wifeagainst her mother-in-law. Indeed, aman’s
enemieswill bepersonsof hisownhousehold.
Hethat hasgreater affectionfor father or mother
than for meisnot worthy of me.”

Jesus was not saying he wanted familiestc
fight, but was indicating that following him
wouldleadtodisputeinfamiliesandthat those
whowant to be hisfollowerswould haveto be
willing to risk making waves.

Exodus 21:10isaprovisionin the Mosaic
law to protect wivesin the case of polygamy
but contains the principle for marriage dues:
“If heshouldtakeanother wifefor himself, her
sustenance, her clothingand her marriagedue
arenot to bediminished.”

If Mary remained “ever virgin,” Joseph
never intheir entire marriage got hisdue. But
that wouldmean Mary and Josephwent against
God's view of marriage, that husbands and
wivesowed each other proper sexual attention.
ItismorereasonableandinlinewiththeBible's
teachingstoview JamesasJesus haf-brother,
the son of Mary and Joseph, than to view him
asacousinor Joseph’sson by apreviousmar-
riage.

And it’s reasonable to see that Mary re-
mained avirgin until after Jesus' birthlargely
to protect thecertainty of hispaternity, that he
wasnot biologically Joseph’sson.
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