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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:51 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:34 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:52 p.m.

Midday Conditions
+ Soil Temperature 51 degrees
* Humidity 49 percent
* Sky sunny
* Winds southwest 7 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.09 inches

and falling

* Record High 97° (1941
* Record Low 25° (1953)

Last 24 Hours*
High 64°
Low 49°
Precipitation none

N.W. Kansas Forecast

Today: mostly sunny with 30
percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms, high lower 80s,
low upper 40s, winds northeast 5-
10 m.p.h. Wednesday: partly
sunny with 30 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms, high
mid 70s, low mid 40s.

Extended Forecast

Thursday: mostly cloudy with
chance of showers and thunder-
storms, high upper 60s. Friday:
mostly cloudy with chance of
showers and thunderstorms, high

near 60, low near 50.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.41 bushel
New Crop — $3.05 bushel
Corn — $2.60 bushel
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.30 bushel
Soybeans — $5.98 bushel
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $6 hundredweight
New crop — $5
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.35 cwit.
New crop — $9.90 cwt.
NuSun — $9.70 cwt.
NuSun new crop — $10.20
Confection — $17/$7 cwt.
New crop — $17/$10 cwt.
Pinto beans — withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Bo effort
nearing goal

Just 1,250 more boxtops,
and North Elementary Prin-
cipal Steve Raymer will be
spending a night on the
school’s roof.

Raymer might escape his
fate, though. The deadline
for collecting the special
General Mills boxtops is just
two days away. See story on
Page 3.

Grad
to speak
Saturday

Graduation for 87 Goodland High
School seniorsis2 p.m. on Saturday
at Max Jones Fieldhouse and 21973
graduate, Dona dR. Topliff, now pro-
fessor andhead of v
the Division of 4
Agriculture at
West TexasA&M
University, will
speak.

Ceremonies | = '~ -
will includean- |
nouncement of
theclassvaledic-
torian and salu-
tatorian by Principal Harvey
Swager andtheOutstanding Educa-
tor award to be presented by Dale
Schields of the Sherman County
Alumni Association.

Therewill be aspecial presenta-
tionto LauraRicefor her 13 years
of perfect attendance, and perfor-
mancesby the X pressosandthehigh
school band.

Dr. Topliff, the son of Dean and
Myrna Topliff of Goodland, at-
tended Colby Community College,
where he received an associate of
artsin feedlot management.

Hemanaged Roaring ForksFeed-
ers near Goodland for ayear after
graduation, then went to Kansas
State University, where he gradu-
atedin1978withadegreeinanimal
science.

Following graduation, he was
general manager for Dean Topliff
Farms before heading to Texas
A&M University in 1978.

In 1981, he got a masters from
TexasA& M inanimal nutrition, and
he earned a doctorate in 1984. He
wasagraduateassi stant from 1978-
1983 in the equine section of the
animal science department.

Hebecamean assistant professor
of animal scienceat OklahomaState
University in 1983, associate pro-
fessor in 1987, and afull professor
in1993.

At Oklahoma State, he was in
chargeof horseteachingandresearch
programs. He was responsible for
devel opment of the equine program
and the master plan for the comple-
tion of a$600,000 equinefacility.

Topliff taught six undergraduate
andthreegraduatecoursesinequine
sciencesand nutrition. Heconducted
over 20 researchtrialsin equine nu-
trition, equine exercise physiology,
andtheeconomicimpact of thehorse
industry in Oklahoma.

IN1998, hebecameaprofessorand
head of theDivisionof Agricultureat
West TexasA& M, in Canyon, about
25 miles southwest of Amarillo.

Today, heoversees23faculty, 11
staff, 55 graduate studentsand about
400 undergraduates.

Thedivisionincludesagricultural
teaching and researchfacilitiesthat
encompass over 2,500 acres of
range, pasture, andfarmlandaswell
asan experimental feed yard.

D. Topliff

Snake meat testers ...

Laton Heger, 9, and Bill Holcomb, 10, (above) of Hugoton were a bit hesitant to taste a piece of
rattlesnake at the annual Sharon Spring Rattlesnake Roundup Sunday. Patty (below) the bald

python was a bit hit as kids and adults gathered around to get a chance to pet the snake.
Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Star-News

May showers keep ground wet;
rain level stays above normal

May isnormally wet, andthisyear
therainshowersarekeepingthetop-
soil damp, crops, lawns and weeds
aregrowing quickly, andtherainis
still ahead of normal moisture.

Victor Stegemiller of theNational
Weather Serviceofficein Goodland
said the rains are keeping the area
ahead of thenormal moisturelevel,
withrainfall sofar morethandouble
last year.

For the month of April, the total
moisturereceivedwas1.71inches,
.2 of aninch above normal.

Thetotal for theyear through Sun-
day was 4.92 inches, whichis .19

ahead of normal. Thatis3.04inches
ahead of the 1.88 at thistime last
year.

Weather servicerecordsshowthe
middleof April tothemiddleof May
asthewettest part of thespring, and
thisyearitisprovingthat. Goodland
hashad measurablerainonsix of the
first 11 daysin May, with the best
day being Tuesday, May 6, when .56
of aninch wasrecorded.

May Day sawtheareareceive.13,
therewas.01onMay 2,.12onMay
5, the .56 on Tuesday, .06 on
Wednesday and .2 on Saturday.

Stegemiller said thereisachance

for showers and thunderstorms
again on Tuesday and Thursday
night through Friday morning, with
another possibility on Saturday.

Whilethenorth part of the stateis
receivingquiteabit of rain, thesouth-
west continuestolagbehindnormal,
thought still ahead of last year.

Figuresfor Dodge City show the
moisture level 1.44 below normal
with the 4.8 inches received so far.
The normal for thistime of year is
6.27 inches.

The figures are double the 2.5
inches Dodge City had at thistime
last year.

Girl hasnt
missed
In 13 years

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Barringunusual circumstances, e
Goodland High School senior will
mark a milestone Wednesday —
perfect attendancefor all 13yearsof
school.

LauraRicehasspent nearly 2,418
daysinschool, and sayssheis| ook-
ing forward to
finishing high
schoal.

Attending all
those dayswith-
outmissingeven
half of one has
not been easy,
but Rice credits
her good health.

“1 never get
sick except during Thanksgiving
break,” shesaid.

In13years, Ricesaid, shehadjust
oneclosecall. She had pink eyein
fourth or fifth grade and was sent
home. It would have counted as an
absence, she said, but she got eye
dropsandwasback inschool within
20 minutes.

And shehashad daysshewanted
to stay home, at least until noon.

“There’s been times you just
wake up in the morning and don’t
feel good,” shesaid, “and going in
at noon seemslikeagood idea.

“But you have to be there in the
morning to get counted.”

Rice said for years, she had nc
idea she might have perfect atten-
dance, but when sherealized it was
possible, it becameagoal.

“Youdon'tknow you' regoingto
have perfect attendance until you
likeget upintheseventhgrade,” she
said, “and then it becomes a goal
instead of acoincidence.”

Rice said she likes school but i
now |looking forward to being out.
She estimates that other students
probably miss about two years
worth of schooling over their years.
Shesaidsinceshehasspent somuch
more timein school than most stu-
dents, sheisready to moveon.

With approximately 186 days of
school each year, two years of
school is nearly 372. If a student
misses28.62 daysof school per year
for 13years, that student really will
have missed two years, as Rice es-
timated many do.

Asfor achieving her attendance
goal, Rice said it's scary now be-
causetherearesofew daysleft, anc
sherealizesif shemissesjust one, all
her hardwork will bedownthedrain.

But she's determined not to | et
that happen. Rice said she’ll be at
school through Wednesday if she
hastogoinsick.

She plans to move to Californic
after school isout and will probably
attendacommunity collegenext year.
She plansto major injournalism.

DuaneRiceof Goodlandisher fa-
ther, and Rhonda Rice is her step-
mother. Heworksat theprisoninBur-
lington, and sheworks at Wal-Mart.

L. Rice

3-2 split vote approves emergency water rates

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Despitearequest from Commis-
sioner John Garciato put off avote
Oh emergency excess water rates
onemoretime, city commissioners
voted 3-2 to approve the ordinance
last Monday.

Theemergency ratesandratesfor
special security lightingwerepart of
anordinancethat had beentabled at
thetwo previouscommissionmeet-
ings to give new commissioners
Garciaand Dave Daniels achance
to understand why they werebeing
proposed.

Both said they felt the water rate
section of the ordinance was send-
ing the wrong message, that if you
haveenoughmoney, you canafford
towastewater.

Anamendment to the ordinance
changing the order of the para-
graphsand establishing thefeesas
anexcesswater surchargehadbeen
recommended by city attorney
Perry Warren, and Commissioner
Dean Blume made the motion to

approvetheamendment. It wassec-
onded by Commissioner Chuck
L uttersand passed unanimously 5-
0, withGarciamaking surethat this
was not the vote on the full ordi-
nance.

City Manager Ron Pickman said
the emergency rates would be just
one of the options the commission
would haveif awater emergency is
declared.

“| don’t seethere being any need
at thistimeto declareawater emer-
gency,” headded. “ With the recent
rains, itisagood possibility wewill
not have the same problem we had
as last year. The emergency water
rate provision has been in the ordi-
nance for anumber of years, but it
was not spelled out what the emer-
gency rateswould be.”

Garciasaid hefelttheemergency
rateswerenot needed. Withthecon-
servationenforced duringthewater
restrictionslast summer, hesaid, the
city fell far short of the 700 million
galonsayear the state allowsiit to

pump.

“1 can seewhat the city commis-
sionistryingto do,” hesaid, “but |
think the restrictions deprived the
city of $185,000 in revenue last
year.”

Commissioner Chuck Lutters
said it wasbetter to conservewater,
andthat having peoplepay ahigher
rate may be oneway to get themto
think about turning thetap off when
not needed.

“Ithink thisisagoodplan,” Com-
missioner Dean Blume said. “I
know last year we had anumber of
peoplewho were not following the
water restrictions, and with such a
ratesystem, they would at |east pay
morefor using morewater.”

Mayor Rick Billinger said he
could see both sides, but felt it was
important to put these rates in the
plansothepeoplewoul d know what
to expect if another water emer-
gency comes up.

Dr. Dan Golden of the Golden
ChiropracticClinicsaidhewascon-
cerned about theseratesand hefelt
they were not the right way to ad-

dress conservation.

Commissioner Daniels said he
thought the emergency rates were
OK, but he felt it was sending the
wrong message to say that if you
have money, you can ignore the
need to conserve and buy your way
out.

Pickmansaidtherewill not beany
changeinthecurrentwater rates, but
that the emergency rates are one of
several options the commission
would have at any time an emer-
gency isdeclared.

Someof theoptionsalready inthe
ordinance include a suspension of
new water connections, a ban on
water use by businesses such as
coin-operated laundries and car
washes, water rationing like the
odd-even system last summer, and
complete or partial bans on water-
ing bushes and trees, washing of
vehicles and filling swimming
pools.

Hesaidthereisacriminal penalty
for violating emergency restric-
tions, which canincludeafine, jail

timeand evendisconnection of city
water service, withastiff penalty to
reconnect.

Pickman said that with the emer-
gency excesswater ratesset to kick
inat 5,001 cubic feet per month, it
would be easier to enforce the re-
strictionsbecausethemeter reading
alone would put a person in viola-
tion of therestrictions.

“Not only will theperson haveto
pay thehigher cost,” Pickman said,
“but you can charge them with &
criminal violation that will be en-
forceablein court.”

Billinger said he had been con-
cerned about the rate plan because
he did not want it to be seen as an
attempt to makemoney, but ameans
to encourage peopleto uselesswar
ter inatime of emergency.

“Thisis more user-friendly than
last year,” Blumesaid.

When the roll was called on the
ordinance asamended, it passed 3-
2withBillinger, Blumeand L utters
in favor and Garcia and Daniels
against.



