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from our viewpoint...

Attacks on KU class
raise ire, eyebrows

studentsabout sex. It'safact. It'sapopul ar class.

andnobleinstitutionontheK aw tohear DennisDailey’slectures.
And seehispictures, of course.
Now Sen. Susan Wagl e, aWichitaRepublican of themost Vic-

deeper shesinksher teeth, it seems, the more publicity she gets.

classeson sexual technique, at |east not that weenrolledin.
Nonethel ess, sex wasthen and remains, the No. 1 topic of con-

the only newspaper in Kansas with aregular column on sexual
technique.

Andwe [ maintai nthat having studentslearnabout sexinclass,
wrappers, isnot such abad thing. Society might bewell served if

darkened back seat of acar.

theclass.

sex with children. He deniesthat most vehemently.

KU, whereDr. Dailey isaprofessor.

meaningof democracy. Therewasno hearing, therewasno debate,
justalittlerider tucked away in abudget bill that had to be passed.
Then thereistheissue of academic freedom. Dr. Dailey’sfel-

(they’ reoptional).

to hisdefense. They gave him the Del Shankel Teaching Excel-
lenceAward last week, thetop prizefor ateacher onthe Hill.
Our guessisProfessor Dailey will continuepolluting themindsof
Kansasyouth for yearsto come. Sen. Wagle may keep complaining
for yearsto come, but peoplewill moveonto moreimportant issues.

buried right and proper, we say.

brought his pictures, they’ d need abigger room. Chairsfor 500,
maybe. Ohmy. —Steve Haynes

Oh my. After 20 years, the state’s prudes have caught up with
the fact thereisaclass at the University of Kansas that teaches

Thereisalimit of 500 students, and every semester for nearly
20years, 500 studentshave packedintoalecturehall at that great

torian stripe, haslatched onto Professor Dailey’sankles. Andthe

We at The Star-News have not been to this class, nor havewe
seen the pictures, thank you. Some of us attended KU, but inan
erawhen studentstal ked about sex among themsel vesbut did not
expect the university to teach them about sex. There were no

versationon campus, followed closely by beer. Today, talk of sex
ismorepublic. TheUniversity Daily Kansan, forinstance, islikely

Wesubmit, that at most colleges, thereisal ot moretalk than sex.
rather thanfrom rumorsand magazinesthat comein plain brown
we all learned about sex in aclassrather thanin an alley, or the

Oh, but Sen. Wagleismortified. Studentsare being subjected
topornography, shemaintains. A pparently her knowledgeof this

isfromaninternin her officewhowasorisaK U student andtook

She charges that Dr. Dailey sometimes says things to young
women which are not nice and actually endorses pedophillia, or

Sen. Wagle's legidative tactics are abhorrent. She attached a
provision to an unrelated bill barring the state from spending
money on any department of any university of the state which
teaches pornography, including the School of Social Welfare at

The Sar-News has long opposed such | ast-minute slam-dunk
tactics, which bypassthelegidlative processand undercut thevery

low professors, and alot of other people, say Sen. Wagleistrying
to silence him. No student has been forced to take thisclass. No
student has been forced to finish it. Or to watch the pictures

The university, the faculty and students, at least, have rushed

The L egislature should bar these last-minute slam-dunks. Let
peopletaketheir billsto committeesfor ahearing, and havethem

Onethingisfor sure. If they had ahearing, and Professor Dailey
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ALTHOUGH
HAS CEASED..

MAIOR COMBAT

i

| don’tknow about you, but I’ vedecidedlife
islikeaplaneride.

Yesterday | wason an airplane, flying back
homeafter aweekendwith oneof my sonsand
family. Itisalwaysajoy to bewith any of my

family, but this was a particularly important |
weekend. My oldest grandsongraduatedfrom

high school.

| wasgladto bethereto celebratewith him,
yet therewas aflood of memories. | remem-
bered my own high school graduation, his
grandfather’sand hisfather’sgraduations.

Three generations celebrating in different
places, different stylesand in vastly different
times.

Three generations. Time has passed so
quickly and moves faster every day. Oncel
thought my opportunities and options were
without limit. Now | seelifewinding down—
beyond my control — much likeaplaneride.

Yesterday | felt the plane take off and soar
— much as my grandson’s launch into adult-
hood. Heisnow a* high school graduate;” his

Picturethis:

Abunchof peoplegotothecity council. They
say kidsarespeedingdowntheir street, andthey
want astop sign put up to slow them down.

City officials sympathize, but say, “Well,
that’snotwhat astopsignisfor. Wehavespeed
limits. The copscan give sometickets.”

And the people say, “Your cops are never
around, andthekidsjust keep on speeding, and
someonewill getkilled.”

Sothecouncilmentalk aboutit, andthey say,
“Put up astop sign and seeif it works.”

That’sdemocracy in action.

Samething happenswhenabunch of people
goto the county commissionersand say, “We
need anew focuson economic development.”

It takes awhile, but with alot of back and
forth, it getsdone. Therearewinnersand los-
ers, fiefdomsaredisturbed, even destroyed.

But that, too, isdemocracy in action.

In Topeka and in Washington, citizens can
walk rightintoan officeand get ahearingwith
their senator or representative. Or sometimes,
especially in Washington, an aide who repre-
sentssaid representative.

Othersarecalledtotestify inthehearing pro-
cess, ordinary citizens who know something
about an issue or have someinterestin abill.
They arelistenedto. Still otherswork thehalls
and offices, lobbying for their groups, their
industry, their businesses. They arelistenedto
aswell.

All thatispart of democracy, and most of the
time, it works.

Contrast that with what happensat theaver-
age school board when someone bringsin a
problem. Most boardswill listentoany citizen
complain. Sometimes they will talk with the
citizens. More often not.

Therearelotsof reasonsfor this. Most every-
thing aschool board deal swith can affect indi-
vidual studentsor individual teachers, especially

THE TMPERIALIST,
GLOATING, BDUSH ADMINISTRATION,
WITH THE WORST ECONOMY
IN DECADES, SAID THEY
CONTINUE TO RECEIVE
OCCASIONAL POTSHOTS.
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lifeisall beforehim. Thereareendlesspossi-
bilitiesfor him.

| so much want hislife to be problem-free
andjust ashedreams. | want hisflight through
lifeto be smooth and productive.

Theplaneflew over someturbulent cloudsthat
shook the plane. Winds swept up through the
beautiful lacinessto create potential problems.

What |ooked beautiful was seductiveby its
deception. A lot likelife. It takes a well-
grounded young person to remain stablein
such an environment.

Eventually the planelanded safely, having
defeated all the potential problems, having
sailed through the clouds— hominginonun-
seen beacons that guided it safely when the

steve
haynes

® along the sappa

never totalk about thesethingsin public.

Thereasongivenisto protect theprivacy of
thoseinvolved. Left unspoken isthefact that
in this day and age, people will sue a school
board at thedrop of ahat.

Thoseoutsi detheclosed doors, though, can
never be surethat problems are being solved
andissuesarebeingdealtwith. They cannever
be sure democracy hasbeen served at all.

Picture a couple who come to complain
about how their son has been treated. The
school board stands mute. Anything they say
canand may beused agai nst theminacourt of
law. Soontheadviceof counsel andtheir state
association, they say nothing.

No oneis happy with this. Not the board
members, not the administrators, not the par-
ents. But that’stheway thesethingsaredone.

Whereisthecommunity, thevoterswho have
tojudgeboard membersandvoteinschool el ec-
tions?Who standsup for their interest?

What happens when parents come to com-
plain about eventsat aschool, and thediscus-

where to write
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Ups and downs of life are like a plane ride

pilot'seyeswereuseless.

Lifeisalot likethat planetrip.

It begins with expectation, is buffeted by
storms and problems, relies a great deal on
trust, goeshby all too quickly and usually ends
with aperson having little control.

If we' refortunate, wehaveafew peoplewith
usat theend. If we' re honest, we should | ook
back and thank God our Pilot for the ride —
especially through thetimeswhen our outl ook
waslimited.

Today I’ mback home; lifeisback tonormal
after awonderful highlight.

Today, as always, | wish a smooth ride
through life for all my grandchildren. | pray
their dreamswill befulfilled, but aboveall, |
pray they will seek God.

| want them to have happy lives, but | wish
more for them deep faith — awillingness to
trust and obey their God. Faith will not only
maketheir liveslessworrisome; it will secure
their safe landing — whenever or however it
might happen.

Responding to people Is democratic process

siongoesbehind closed doors?Theprivacy of
someisprotected, to besure, but how doesthe
community know that justicehasbeen served®
How do we know the whole thing hasn't just
been covered up, the schools pretending that
it never existed?

Heck, wedon't even know about it.

These are not easy questions to ask, or tc
answer. Democracy isnot alwayseasy, though.

School boardshavelayersof feedback from
site councils, administrators, faculty and stu-
dents, but they are less adept at dealing with
the public than most city or county bodies.

They will tell you that’stheway thingsare.
Somethings, you just can’t talk about.

Butisthat how democracy works?|sthat one
reasonwhy thereare so many new faceson s
many school boardsthese days?

It'snot easy, being on the school board. It's
atough job, asarethe spotson any local gov-
ernment board. Ittakescourageandvisionanc
awillingness to challenge the system some-
timesto get thingsdone.

It takes a commitment, above all else, to
making sure the citizens, the voters, the pub-
lic know what they need to know to makein-
formed decisions.

That is not always the easy way, the way
thingsaredone, theway thebook says. Itisthe
right way, however.
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