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from our viewpoint...

Attacks on KU class
raise ire, eyebrows

Ups and downs of life are like a plane ride

Oh my. After 20 years, the state’s prudes have caught up with
the fact there is a class at the University of Kansas that teaches
students about sex. It’s a fact. It’s a popular class.

There is a limit of 500 students, and every semester for nearly
20 years, 500 students have packed into a lecture hall at that great
and noble institution on the Kaw to hear Dennis Dailey’s lectures.

And see his pictures, of course.
Now Sen. Susan Wagle, a Wichita Republican of the most Vic-

torian stripe, has latched onto Professor Dailey’s ankles. And the
deeper she sinks her teeth, it seems, the more publicity she gets.

We at The Star-News have not been to this class, nor have we
seen the pictures, thank you. Some of us attended KU, but in an
era when students talked about sex among themselves but did not
expect the university to teach them about sex. There were no
classes on sexual technique, at least not that we enrolled in.

Nonetheless, sex was then and remains, the No. 1 topic of con-
versation on campus, followed closely by beer. Today, talk of sex
is more public. The University Daily Kansan, for instance, is likely
the only newspaper in Kansas with a regular column on sexual
technique.

We submit, that at most colleges, there is a lot more talk than sex.
And we’ll maintain that having students learn about sex in class,

rather than from rumors and magazines that come in plain brown
wrappers, is not such a bad thing. Society might be well served if
we all learned about sex in a class rather than in an alley, or the
darkened back seat of a car.

Oh,  but Sen. Wagle is mortified. Students are being subjected
to pornography, she maintains. Apparently her knowledge of this
is from an intern in her office who was or is a KU student and took
the class.

She charges that Dr. Dailey sometimes says things to young
women which are not nice and actually endorses pedophillia, or
sex with children. He denies that most vehemently.

Sen. Wagle’s legislative tactics are abhorrent. She attached a
provision to an unrelated bill barring the state from spending
money on any department of any university of the state which
teaches pornography, including the School of Social Welfare at
KU, where Dr. Dailey is a professor.

The Star-News has long opposed such last-minute slam-dunk
tactics, which bypass the legislative process and undercut the very
meaning of democracy. There was no hearing, there was no debate,
just a little rider tucked away in a budget bill that had to be passed.

Then there is the issue of academic freedom. Dr. Dailey’s fel-
low professors, and a lot of other people, say Sen. Wagle is trying
to silence him. No student has been forced to take this class. No
student has been forced to finish it. Or to watch the pictures
(they’re optional).

The university, the faculty and students, at least, have rushed
to his defense. They gave him the Del Shankel Teaching Excel-
lence Award last week, the top prize for a teacher on the Hill.

Our guess is Professor Dailey will continue polluting the minds of
Kansas youth for years to come. Sen. Wagle may keep complaining
for years to come, but people will move on to more important issues.

The Legislature should bar these last-minute slam-dunks. Let
people take their bills to committees for a hearing, and have them
buried right and proper, we say.

One thing is for sure. If they had a hearing, and Professor Dailey
brought his pictures, they’d need a bigger room. Chairs for 500,
maybe.  Oh my. — Steve Haynes

pilot’s eyes were useless.
Life is a lot like that plane trip.
It begins with expectation, is buffeted by

storms and problems, relies a great deal on
trust, goes by all too quickly and usually ends
with a person having little control.

If we’re fortunate, we have a few people with
us at the end. If we’re honest, we should look
back and thank God our Pilot for the ride —
especially through the times when our outlook
was limited.

Today I’m back home; life is back to normal
after a wonderful highlight.

Today, as always, I wish a smooth ride
through life for all my grandchildren. I pray
their dreams will be fulfilled, but above all, I
pray they will seek God.

I want them to have happy lives, but I wish
more for them deep faith — a willingness to
trust and obey their God. Faith will not only
make their lives less worrisome; it will secure
their safe landing — whenever or however it
might happen.

I don’t know about you, but I’ve decided life
is like a plane ride.

Yesterday I was on an airplane, flying back
home after a weekend with one of my sons and
family. It is always a joy to be with any of my
family, but this was a particularly important
weekend. My oldest grandson graduated from
high school.

I was glad to be there to celebrate with him,
yet there was a flood of memories.  I remem-
bered my own high school graduation, his
grandfather’s and his father’s graduations.

Three generations celebrating in different
places, different styles and in vastly different
times.

Three generations. Time has passed so
quickly and moves faster every day.   Once I
thought my opportunities and options were
without limit. Now I see life winding down —
beyond my control — much like a plane ride.

Yesterday I felt the plane take off and soar
— much as my grandson’s launch into adult-
hood. He is now a “high school graduate;” his

life is all before him.  There are endless possi-
bilities for him.

I so much want his life to be problem-free
and just as he dreams. I want his flight through
life to be smooth and productive.

The plane flew over some turbulent clouds that
shook the plane. Winds swept up through the
beautiful laciness to create potential problems.

What looked beautiful was seductive by its
deception.  A lot like life. It takes a well-
grounded young person to remain stable in
such an environment.

Eventually the plane landed safely, having
defeated all the potential problems, having
sailed through the clouds — homing in on un-
seen beacons that guided it safely when the

sion goes behind closed doors? The privacy of
some is protected, to be sure, but how does the
community know that justice has been served?
How do we know the whole thing hasn’t just
been covered up, the schools pretending that
it never existed?

Heck, we don’t even know about it.
These are not easy questions to ask, or to

answer. Democracy is not always easy, though.
School boards have layers of feedback from

site councils, administrators, faculty and stu-
dents, but they are less adept at dealing with
the public than most city or county bodies.

They will tell you that’s the way things are.
Some things, you just can’t talk about.

But is that how democracy works? Is that one
reason why there are so many new faces on so
many school boards these days?

It’s not easy, being on the school board. It’s
a tough job, as are the spots on any local gov-
ernment board. It takes courage and vision and
a willingness to challenge the system some-
times to get things done.

It takes a commitment, above all else, to
making sure the citizens, the voters, the pub-
lic know what they need to know to make in-
formed decisions.

That is not always the easy way, the way
things are done, the way the book says. It is the
right way, however.

Picture this:
A bunch of people go to the city council. They

say kids are speeding down their street, and they
want a stop sign put up to slow them down.

City officials sympathize, but say, “Well,
that’s not what a stop sign is for. We have speed
limits. The cops can give some tickets.”

And the people say, “Your cops are never
around, and the kids just keep on speeding, and
someone will get killed.”

So the councilmen talk about it, and they say,
“Put up a stop sign and see if it works.”

That’s democracy in action.
Same thing happens when a bunch of people

go to the county commissioners and say, “We
need a new focus on economic development.”

It takes a while, but with a lot of back and
forth, it gets done. There are winners and los-
ers, fiefdoms are disturbed, even destroyed.

But that, too, is democracy in action.
In Topeka and in Washington, citizens can

walk right into an office and get a hearing with
their senator or representative. Or sometimes,
especially in Washington, an aide who repre-
sents said representative.

Others are called to testify in the hearing pro-
cess, ordinary citizens who know something
about an issue or have some interest in a bill.
They are listened to. Still others work the halls
and offices, lobbying for their groups, their
industry, their businesses. They are listened to
as well.

All that is part of democracy, and most of the
time, it works.

Contrast that with what happens at the aver-
age school board when someone brings in a
problem. Most boards will listen to any citizen
complain. Sometimes they will talk with the
citizens. More often not.

There are lots of reasons for this. Most every-
thing a school board deals with can affect indi-
vidual students or individual teachers, especially
complaints. School boards are conditioned

never to talk about these things in public.
The reason given is to protect the privacy of

those involved. Left unspoken is the fact that
in this day and age, people will sue a school
board at the drop of a hat.

Those outside the closed doors, though, can
never be sure that problems are being solved
and issues are being dealt with. They can never
be sure democracy has been served at all.

Picture a couple who come to complain
about how their son has been treated. The
school board stands mute. Anything they say
can and may be used against them in a court of
law. So on the advice of counsel and their state
association, they say nothing.

No one is happy with this. Not the board
members, not the administrators, not the par-
ents. But that’s the way these things are done.

Where is the community, the voters who have
to judge board members and vote in school elec-
tions? Who stands up for their interest?

What happens when parents come to com-
plain about events at a school, and the discus-

Responding to people is democratic process
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U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C.
20510. (202) 224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1217 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510.  (202) 225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.  (785)
296-7399
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