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from our viewpoint...

Politics really Is
a fun, funny sport

Thereisan old saying that “everythingisfair inlove, war and
politics.”

Thispast week, it would seem all three have been intertwined
in eventsthat raise questions, but bring asmileto many faces.

Firstcamethe51 TexasDemaocratswhotrooped uptoAdrmore,
Okla., to thwart the Texas Republican plan to redistrict the state
and add five seatsto their side of theidle.

The maneuver left the Texas House unable to complete any
action beforeits Thursday deadline, and had theRepublicanssend-
ing the statetroopersout to try to roundup the missing members.

When the Democrats returned on Friday, they held avictory
rally onthe Capitol stepsto the cheersof signwaving supporters
calling themthe 51 Heroes.

Thereisquiteabit of humor in thinking about 51 Texans hid-
ing out in Oklahoma, and yet thereisaserious side, becausethe
Republicansareblamingtheerrant Democratsfor costingthestate
apileof money becausefinancebills could not be passed either.

It has always been atheory that the best that can happenin a
statelegidativeseasonistherepresentativesdotheleast possible,
adding no lawsor other burdensto the state' staxpayersand citi-
zens.

It isasure bet the redistricting fight is not over in Texas, but
thereisanew understanding of what self-exilemeans.

Ontheloveside, it wasrevea ed Thursday that John F. Kennedy
had an affair with a White House intern, and the now-60-year-
old grandmother saidit lasted from Juneto November 1963.

Wecanadd JFK tothegrowinglist of politicianswhohavefound
thelureof power irresi stibleand theyoungimpressionablewomen
find themselvesromantically involved with their boss.

Thebestanswerinthiscaseis" sowhat?’ Wealready knew JFK
had some affairs, and that added him to thelist along with FDR
and I ke asrecent presidentswho had special “friends.”

Itisinteresting that it took 40 years for this affair to become
public, and inlight of the recent scandal with President Clinton,
the story got abigger headline. Those Kennedy people seem to
know how tokeeptheir secretsbetter. Well, that’ s Jack, not Teddy.

President Bush made it official he will run for re-election by
filingthepaperswiththeFederal Election Commission. Hiscam-
paign peoplebelievethey will have$100milliontouseintheel ec-
tioncampaign, and that doesnot includethemillionsthat Ameri-
cantaxpayerswill providethroughthefederal el ection checkoff.

With the passage of the Senate’s$350 billion tax cut plan, the
stageis set for abattle over compromise with the House's $500
billiontax cut plan.

As with most tax cut plans, there are sections guaranteed to
confuseandtoallow bothsidesto claimthey arehel pingthe* av-
eragetaxpayer.”

However, no matter how it plays out, there is agood bet that
filingtax formsfor 2003 will bemoredifficult than they werefor
2002. Therewill bemore new regulationsand probably 10 more
pagesof instructions.

Whatever happenedtotheTax SimplificationAct andtherheto-
ric about streamlining thetax process?

Seemsto be more politicsas usual, and we can hopethereare
morefun momentsthat will giveusachanceto smileat thefunny
side of the second oldest profession. — Tom Betz
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WHY GOULDN'T
IT JUST HAVE BEEN

TED AGAN )

Elegan

Pearl Sgutt Gordon in her cookbook “ Sim-
ply Elegant” gives even the most novice of
hosts toolsto have a sucessful event. Gordon
wrotethebook for her eldest songoingto col-
legeasasurvival guide. Menus, typesof meals,
settingsand recipesareincluded in thisbook.
Gordon lived anumber of yearsin Topekabe-
fore moving to Illinois. The flaming dishes
sound very dramaticand | intendtotry one.

Crab Stuffed Avocado or Papaya

Mix 1/4 cup mayonnaise, 1 tablespoon
chopped chives, dash of salt and pepper, dash
of Worcestershire sauceand 1 1/2 tablespoon
lemonjuice.

Mix 1 cupcrabmeat (or 7 ouncecan) lightly
into dressing. Chill.

Cut 2 avocados|engthwise and removethe
pit. Peel theavocado halves. Putinor brushon
lemon juice to retain the color. If using arti-
chokes cook and thenfill.

When ready to serve, fill avocado halves
with crab salad. Sprinkle with riced or very
finely chopped hard boiled eggs. Placeonlet-
tuce and garnish with slices of orange and
grapefruit and ripeolives. Top with thedress-

What type

Jesusspokemany timesinillustrations. Large |

crowdsof peoplelistened and enjoyed what he

was saying, but even hisdisciplesoftenhadto |

ask what his stories meant. People who didn’t
ask probably never understood them.
TheseillustrationsarerecordedintheBible,

but they can hardly be of any benefitif wedo *

not understand what they mean. At Matthew
13:15, Jesus says of many people: “For the
heart of thispeoplehasgrownunreceptive, and
with their ears they have heard without re-
sponse, andthey haveshut their eyes; that they
might never seewith their eyesand hear with
theirearsandgetthesenseof itwiththeir hearts
and turn back, and | heal them.”

Theconditionof aperson’sheart determines
whether heunderstandsJesus ' illustrationsand
whether hisresponse leadsto Jesus' healing.
Thisisthe subject of hisillustration about a
sower sowing seed on four types of soil.

At Mark 4:3-8, Jesus said, “Listen. Look!
Thesower went out to sow. And ashewassow-
ing, someseedfell alongsidetheroad, andthe
birds came and ate it up. And other seed fell
upon the rocky place whereiit, of course, did
not havemuch soil, anditimmediately sprang
up because of not having depth of soil. But
whenthesunrose, itwasscorched, andfor not
having root it withered. And other seed fell
among thethorns, and thethornscameup and
chokedit, andityieldednofruit. But othersfell
uponthefinesoil, and, comingupandincreas-
ing, they began to yield fruit, and they were
bearing thirtyfold, and sixty and ahundred.”

Thefour typesof soil Jesusmentioned were
soil along theroad, rocky soil, thorny soil and
finesoil. What dothesetypesof soil represent?

Jesus answersin verses 14-20: “The sower
sowstheword. These, then, aretheonesa ong-
side the road where the word is sown; but as
soon as they have heard it Satan comes and
takesaway thewordthat wassowninthem.And
likewisethesearetheonessown upontherocky

| pat
schiefen

® postscript

ing of your choice.
Brandy Pepper Steak

Pan broil avery tender top serloin steak.
When cooked grind or shake coarsely ground
pepper on both sidesto coat steak.

Whilepanisstill hot, turn off fire and pour
in1/4 cupbrandy or cognac. Ignitewithalong
handlesmatch. Use caution.

Turn steak while brandy flames. When the
flame goes out, place steak on cutting board
and slice thickly. Put on platter and pour rest
of brandy over the steak. Scrape pepper from
bottom of the pan onto the steak.

Thiswould bevery dramaticwiththelights
turned out.

Fresh CherriesJubilee
Wash, drain, stemand pit ripebingcherries.

Y71 sharon
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® yseitorlose it
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places:. as soon as they have heard the word,
they acceptitwithjoy. Yet they havenorootin
themselves, but they continuefor atime; then
assoon astribulation or persecution arises be-
cause of theword, they are stumbled.

“Therearedtill otherswho are sownamong
the thorns; these are the ones that have heard
the word, but the anxieties of this system of
things and the deceptive power of riches and
the desiresfor the rest of the things make in-
roadsand choketheword, and it becomesun-
fruitful. Finally, theonesthat weresownonthe
fine soil are those who listen to the word and
favorably receiveitand bear fruitthirtyfoldand
sixty and ahundred.”

Soil alongside the road that leads through a
grainfield is hard packed by traffic. Similarly,
thosewho allow theeventsof lifetoimposeun-
due demands on their time and energy develop
hard packed hearts. They aretoo preoccupiedto
findtimeto appreciate theword of God.

Before they develop alove for the word,
Luke8:12says, “theDevil comesandtakesthe
word away fromtheir heartsin order that they
may not believe and be saved.”

Just like soil needsto be plowed and traffic
divertedfromittobecomesoft and productive,
the heart needstimefor studying and meditat-
ing on God’swordto befinesoil.

On the rocky soil, the seed takes root and
sprouts, butwhenthesuncomes, itwithers. The
seedsowninfinesoil isalsoexposedtothesun,
but it thrivesrather than withers. What makes
thedifference?

Therock massjust under thetopsoil prevents
the seed from sinkingitsrootsin deep enough

ce done simply

STINGZ TRIBUNE

Placecherriesinkettle. Use3/4 cupsugar for
each cup of cherries. Layer cherriesand sugar
ending with the sugar ontop.

Let stand 10 to 24 hoursin kettle, covered.
Then simmer 60 minutes or longer for right
consistency. Cook until it thickens.

Turn into chafing dish. Slightly warm co-
gnacor brandy insmall pan. Ignitewithmatch;
pour over sauce and serveover ice cream.

If youdonotwishtoflameor serveinachaf-
ingdish,juststirinalittlebrandy and serveover
rich vanillaice cream.

To have cherries jubilee all year long after
cookinguntil thickened stir inbrandy and pour
into sterilized jars. Thisis also an excellent
sauce over duck.

BrandiesBananasZahava

Melt 4 tablespoons butter in achafing dish
or skillet. Add 3/4 cup brown sugar, 1/4 cug
dark rum, 1/2 cup apricot brandy and stir anc
cook until it isblended and thick.

Add2or 3bananasdlicedlengthwiseand cut
1 1/2incheslong. Sautéin hot mixture. Serve
over ice cream immediately. Zahava mean
gold.

of soil are you?

to find moisture and stability.

Jesuscomparesthistypeof soil tothehearts
of thosewho become sofearful whenthey are
exposed to the heat of persecution they lose
their joy and strength. Therocklike condition
of their hearts preventsthem from meditating
deeply on spiritual things.

Suchanindividual needstoremoverocklike
obstacl eslikedeep-seated bitterness, underly-
ing self-interest and other hard feelings.

Studying God's word is the solution, for He-
brews 4:12 says, “the word of God is aive and
exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged
swordand pierceseventothedividing of soul and
spirit, andof thejointsandtheir marrow, andisable
to discern thoughtsand intentions of the heart.”

Thenexttypeof soil isthethorny soil. Again,
theword takesroot, but thistimeit is choked
out by thorns. Just asthorns provide competi-
tion for moisture and space to healthy plants,
anxieties, richesand pleasures of life provide
competition for God'sword to gain the atten-
tion of many people.

Jesuswarnshisfollowersat Matthew 6:31-
33: “ S0 never be anxious and say, ‘What are
wetoeat? or, What arewetodrink? or, ‘ What
areweto put on? For al these are the things
the nations are eagerly pursuing. For your
heavenly Father knows you need all these
things. Keep on, then, seeking first the king-
domand hisrighteousness, and all these other
thingswill be added toyou.”

Jesus warned his disciplesto seek the king-
dom first rather than worry about material
things. Butthey dl hadjobs, homes, familiesand
other responsihilities. He wasn't discouraging
themfromtaking careof thosethings, just tonot
allow themto takeup all their time and energy.

Thelast typeof soil Jesusmentionedwasthe
fine soil. By making sure we never let our
heartsbecomehard, shallow or overgrown, we
can befinesoil and be spiritually productive.
So, whichoneareyou?
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