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from our viewpoint...

We are refocused
when we remember

Therearealot of traditionstied up in the Memoria Day
services, andit wasgood to seesuch alarge crowd Monday
morning.

Theflagswerepresented, thesongssung, awreath placed
ontheveterans' memorial, the speaker reminding usthat it
isthrough our memories that we keep our loved oneswith
us, then the 21-gun salute and the playing of “ Taps” to con-
cludethemain service.

Linda Koons and Jacque Cooper lent their own touch at
the end with the release of red, white and blue balloonsin
remembranceof all thosewhowereloved andwho havedied.

Thetradition of Memorial Day began after the Civil War,
whenit wascalled Decoration Day to honor thosewho had
diedinthat war.

Over the century or more since it began, Memoria Day
hasremained aday of remembrance, but itisalso atimeto
pausein our busy livesand get amoment to refocus before
we plunge back into the hectic hustleand bustle of thework
week.

For many, theweekend hasbeenatimetotakeflowersand
placethemonthegravesof their family andfriendswhohave
died. Some are recent, but some have been gone for many
years. For the kids who help their parents or grandparents
placetheflowers, thisisafamily tradition they will beleft
to carry on someday.

Passingonthetraditionsof Memoria Day ishowwemake
sure that the memories are renewed and the lives of those
weremember continuefor another year.

Walking through the cemetery, it iswonderful to seethe
flowersonthegraves, and it showsthereisadepth of com-
mitment to keep thetradition. Thetrip will usualy bring a
personincontact withfriendsof thefamily that havenot been
seen sinceyear before.

Besides the 54 big American flags that are raised by the
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts assisting the Veterans of For-
eignWars, therearedozensof smaller flagswhichareplaced
onevery gravewherethereisaspecia veteransflag holder.
Mazie Sutton said there are 720 flag holdersin the Good-
land Cemetery, and each one receives a small flag on this
special day.

Theseareall part of thetraditions of Memorial Day, and
asonetakestimeto stand in front of aloved one'sgrave or
theveterans memorial itisapeaceful timetoreflect onthose
memoriesof the past.

Itisalso agood weekend to pause and reflect on how the
year has been going, asthe Memorial Day weekend isthe
signthat summer isuponus. May isoneof thebusiest months,
with the end of the school year eventsand graduations.

Thinking about the peoplewehaveknownandlovedwho
wehonor andremember, itisagoodtimeto usethosememo-
riestorefocusour outlook aswehead back to our busy lives.
— TomBetz
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Does a nose stud mean 1t 1s a mid-life crisis?

Oh, children.

Eldest daughter, who is soon to be 29 and
livesinGeorgia, flew back thisweekendtovisit
her grandmother and takein acousin’sgradu-
ation.

Her sister, thekid at 26, picked her up at the
airport.

While their little brother is still in college,
thesetwo are not co-edsany more. After three
years, el destisassi stant manager of her depart-
ment in the Internet wing of alarge national
newspaper company. She makes more than
either of her parents.

Theyounger oneisfinishing up her second
year as a junior high science teacher in
McL outh, north of Lawrence.

But while they are no longer college girls,
they dotry nottoactlikeit. They plannedtogo
out on the town. Of course, now that they're
career girls, that meansadrink or twoand home
by midnight, nottheusual collegegirl stuff. But
it makesthem feel wicked.

| heard by thegrapevine—namely theirlittle
brother — they had set a noon departure for
their trip to Grandma'shouse. | asked why.

“Oh, they’ regoing partying,” hesaid.“ They
don’'t want to get up early.”

So| called youngest daughter.

“How drunk do you plan to get your sister,
anyway?' | asked.

Shegiggled.

“Enough that she'll forget about getting her

Longevity In the B

Scientists often wonder why the human body
ages. Thecellshave such anamazing way of re-
newingthemselvesthat it seemsthey should con-
tinuetodosoforever. Sowhy dowegrow oldand
die?Have humansalwayslived short lives?

ThereareexamplesintheBibleof menwho
lived hundredsof years. Genesis9: 28, 29 says,
“AndNoahlived after theflood threehundred
andfifty years. And all thedaysof Noahwere
nine hundred andfifty years: and hedied.”

Suchlong livesweretypical back then. Gen-
esish:3-5says, “ AndAdamlivedanhundredand
thirty years, and begat asoninhisownlikeness,
after hisimage; and called his name Seth: And
thedaysof Adamafter hehad begotten Sethwere
eight hundred years: and he begat sons and
daughters. Andall thedaysthat Adamlivedwere
nine hundred and thirty years. and hedied.”

Adamwasover 100 yearsold when hisson
Seth was born! And he lived over 900 years.
Genesis Chapter 5 lists many men who lived
hundredsof years. Thelongest humanlifetime
on record was that of Methuselah, Noah's
grandfather.

Genesis 5:27 says, “And all the days of
M ethusel ah were nine hundred sixty and nine
years: and hedied.”

Genesis 25:7 says of Abraham: “And these
arethedaysof theyearsof Abraham’slifewhich
helived, ahundred and seventy-fiveyears.”

By Abraham’s day, lives were shorter, and
they wereshorter still about 400 yearsafter his
death, when Moseswrote thewords at Psalm
90:10: * Inthemsel vesthedaysof our yearsare
seventy years, andif becauseof specia mighti-
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nosepierced,” shesaid.

Huh?

“Oh, yeah,” little sister said, awicked grin
inher voice. “1t'sher present to herself for her
29thbirthday. Personally, | think it'samid-life
crisisthing.”

| said | hadn’t heard anything about her
sister’splans.

“Shethinksyou might not likeit too well,”
shesaid. “ Shetold mom, though.”

Oh, great. Now |I'm the backward and
unsupportive parent. But | got over it and |
moved on.

“So, areyou getting one, too?’ | asked.

“N000000000000,” shesaid. “ I’ mateacher
inasmall town. | can’t do that. | don’t even
wanttodothat.”

| thought thisstrange. They’ veawaysdone
these things together. They got belly-button
piercingstogether when bothwerein college.
They got tattoostogether ayear or two | ater.

| alwaysthought theliquor camesomewhere
bef orethemuddledthinking, not after, but you
never know. | did think there might be some
validity tothemid-lifecrisisthing, andfigured
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nessthey areeighty years, yet their insistence
isontroubleand hurtful things.”

Why didlivesbecome shorter? What made
thedifference?

Romans 5:12 says, “ Through one man sin
entered into the world and death through sin,
and thusdeath spread to all men becausethey
had al sinned.”

Agingandillnessistheresult of mankind be-
ing imperfect and part of the process of dying.
Generationsliving shortly after Adaminherited
imperfections from him, and those imperfec-
tions became greater with each generation fol-
lowing, reducing people'slife expectancies.

Romans 5:14 says, “Death ruled as king
from Adam down to Moses, even over those
who had not sinned after the likeness of the
transgression by Adam.”

Aging and death had agrip on mankind in
those generations, with the process progres-
sively speeding up. Even with modern medi-
cine, withhillionsof dollarsspent annually on
research, medications, diagnostic procedures,
treatmentsand such, peopl € slifeexpectancies
arethesameasthey wereinMoses' time, about
70years. Andwearestill slowly dying dueto
our sinful condition.

Psalm 515 says, “Look! With error | was

maybelittlesister would get oneinacoupl eof
years. Sometime after shegetstenure.

Of course, the eldest worksin the Internet.
Her crew works on the eighth floor of an of-
ficetower downtheblock from headquarters,
wherethe entire bunchisregarded with some
suspicion by normal corporate types.

“Those wacky kids on the eighth floor,”
that’show they think of them.

Withonetiny studinher nose, shewon't stick
outamongthewildhairdos, trendy clothingand
aternativelifestylesof thel nternet generations.
Her sister really doesn’t have that advantage.

Anyway, they met us at the lake house out-
sideEmporiaon Saturday night. Eldest saidshe
had to changethe stainlesssteel piercing for &
gold stud, and would her sister help?

“Sure,” she said with some apparent glee.

There ensued an hour of grunting, cries of
pai nand moaning, after whichthey discovered
shewastryingtotwistthelittlecorkscrewinto
anew holerather than the onethe piercer had
sothoughtfully provided. Littledamagedone,
though, and you'’ Il hardly noticethe new stud
oncethe swelling goesdown.

They called Sunday from Lawrence to say
that her last-of-the-night flight to Atlantahad
been canceled, and she was spending the
evening with her sister again. The bars are
closed, so| supposethey’ll behave.

And stay away from the piercing parlorsas
well.

brought forth with birth pains, and in sin my
mother conceived me.”

Everyoneisadescendant of Adam; no one
iswithout sin, imperfection and the eventual -
ity of death. But doesthat meanthereisnohope
for us?

2 Corinthians5:19says, “ Godwashby means
of Christ reconciling aworld to himself, not
reckoningtothemthei r trespasses, and hecom-
mitted theword of thereconciliationto us.”

By sending Christ to die, God gave sinful
mankindanopportunity tobereconciledtohim
despiteour sinful inclinations. HegaveChrist's
followersthe*wordof reconciliation,” alsore-
ferredto by Jesusand by theA postle Paul asa
ministry.

In Romans 10:14, Paul asks, “How, inturn,
will they hear without someoneto preach?’

Christianstoday preach to others about the
salvation they can gain through Christ. Be-
causewehave been commanded by Godtodc
this,itisnecessary for our salvation.Adamand
Evebecame subject to aging and death by dis-
obeying God; we also have nothing better tc
look forwardto if we continueto deliberately
disobey God.

Ezekiel 33:11says,“Asl live, saysthelL ord
God, | have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but that thewicked turn from hisway
andlive.”

By turning away from deliberate sin, we
havethe opportunity toliveforever.

Romans6:23 says, “ For thewages sin pays
isdeath, but the gift God givesis everlasting
lifeby Christ Jesusour Lord.”
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