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from other pens...

Orange flag raises
questions of safety

Theorangeflagwent up againasthecountry wasplacedonhigh
aert. Thosewholook after our safety intimesof threat apparently
had reason, good reason, to movethea ert level up.

Reports had been nearly constant of pending al-Qaida attacks
abroad and very possibleon our own soil again. Thereseemedto
bemoreof aconcernthat the United Statesmight comeunder car
bombingsand thelikethenwith past alerts.

New intelligence pointed to Osamabin Laden’s gang launch-
ing fresh attacksin the United States or against American inter-
estsoverseas.

And it probably wasn't a coincidence that the newest threat
cameontheheel sof aholiday weekend that saw Americansclus-
teredinlargenumbersall acrosstheland.

Big city? Small town? Rural area? No one knows, if an attack
onour soil comeswhat thetarget will be. Thosecharged with pro-
tecting us mention, moretimesthan not, hotels, shopping malls,
water supply systems and bridges. The gang of murderers have
shown they can invade the largest of our citieswhen New York
City and the Pentagon were hit by al-Qaida suicide-controlled
jetliners.

Will they belooking at |esspopul ated areasto strike next?Au-
thorities make it clear each time they talk about attacks on our
country that no areaissafe. But for somereason, there seemedto
bemoreof an urgency tothislatest alert and it goeswithout say-
ingthat theFBI andall other agencieswholook after thewell being
of all of usknow something they aren’t sharing. And it is prob-
ably wisethey doit thisway.

Wethought itinterestingthat asmall towninlllinoisraisedthe
orangeflag withinit city limitsto remind everyone the status of
the alert the country ison. Often, wewho livein rural America
seem so unaware or not as concerned as perhaps we should be
when these alerts are issued. We just might be the next target.
Those who want to see every American dead just might attempt
actsof murder in the heartland to show usthat every areaof the
country isvulnerable.

Bevigilant. Stick toyour plans. Go about your daysasyou nor-
mally would. Itisawfully hardto do that when wearebeing told
that another attack onour soil might happen sooner than wethink
— an attack that not even our brightest can tell where or when
that attack will be.

OsamabinLadenisaliveandwell andstill atwork withhisplans
for death and destruction. Saddam Hussein, asfar asweknow, is
asoaliveandwell,and someexpertsseehimraisinghisugly head
at sometimeinthefuture. With thesetwo born losersstill roam-
ing theturf there can benolet up. thewar onterror can not bede-
claredunder control under their commander isput away for keeps.

Thisisagainanuneasy timefor all of us. Becareful. Beaware.
Anddon't think we are snuggled in the country’s safe haven.

Thereisno such place.

Thecolorisorange— andfor areason.— TomDreiling, Colby
FreePress
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[ A VICTORY OVER IRAQ, |
/| BAD ECONOMY AT HOME |
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HOWEVER, INSTEAD OF
FACING A
BILL CLINTON CAMPAIGN
PRESIDENT BUSH MAY
FIND HIMSELF BATTLING...
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Looking forward to lazy days of summer

| don’t know about you, but I’ mlookingfor-
wardto the*hazy, lazy daysof summer.”

Thisisthefirstsummerinfiveyearsl haven't
hadtogoaway to school for amonth—thereby
creating chaosand havoc beforeand after that
trip.

Thinking about summer always brings to
mind childhood memories: climbing trees,
playingWork-upwithall agesof neighbor kids
intheunpaved streetinfront of my house, fire-
works, riding bikes, etc.

Thememoriesaregreat, and | alwayswon-
der when| stopped being so physically active.
Probably about thetime started having chil-
dren of my own.

Here'saquiz | received by e-mail to begin
your summer: Older Than Dirt

Quiz[Count all theonesthat youremember,
NOT the onesyou weretold about!]

1. Blackjack chewing gum

2. Wax Coke-shaped bottles with colored
sugar water

3. Candy cigarettes

4. Sodapop machinesthat dispensed abottle
of drink.
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5. Coffee shopswith tablesidejukeboxes

6. Homemilk delivery in glassbottleswith
cardboard stoppers

7. Party lines

8. Newsreelsbeforethemovie

9.P.F. Flyers

10. Butchwax

11. Telephone numbers with aword prefix
(Olive-6933)

12. Peashooters

13. Howdy Doody

14. 45RPM records

15. S& H Green Stamps

16. Hi-fi's

17. Metal icetrayswithlever

18. Mimeograph paper

19. Blueflashbulbs

20. Packards

21. Roller skatekeys

22. Cork popguns

23. Drive-ins

24. Studebakers

25. Wash tub wringers

Well, how many do you remember?

If youremembered 0-5=You'restill young.

If you remembered 6-10 = You are getting
older.

If you remembered 11-15 = Don't tell your
age.

If you remembered 16-25 = You're older
thandirt!

I’mnot telling you my score!

But | remember most of thesethingstoo: head
lights dimmer switches on the floor, ignition
switchesonthedashboard, heatersmounted on
the inside of the fire wall, air coolers that
mounted on acar window, real ice boxes, pant
legclipsfor bicycleswithout chainguards, sol-
dering irons you heat on a gas burner (alsc
clothesirons), and using hand signalsfor cars
without turn signalsand whenriding abike.

WEell, that’ srevealing enough.

Happy summer!

Do we really know each other?

How muchdowereally know about another
person?

How much do we pay attention to those
around us?

| ponderedthesequestionslast week afterthe
death of DellaKlima.

Dellaworked in our back room for almost
eight years. Shewasawayscheerful andhard
working. Sheand her daughter Marshashowed
up every week to spend three to four hours
doing ahard, dirty job and neither ever com-
plained or failed to show up or waseven late.

The two of them were there last Tuesday,
hauling newspapersout of the delivery truck,
labeling them, baggingthemandthrowingthe
heavy sacksback inthetruck for thetriptothe
post office.

Dellaliked to cook and she frequently
brought in some goody for the crew. Tuesday,
it was Rice Krispiestreats, which she shared
with everyonewho entered the back room.

Wednesday they found her onthefloor of her
home. The emergency medical technicians
could not help her. Shewasgone.

It was ashock for everyone, her family es-

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

pecialy, but for al of us.

“But, shewasjust here. She gave me Rice
Krispiestreats,” at |east three peoplesaid.

But, this kindly mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother won't be bringing us any
moretreats. Nor will therebeextravegetables
fromher gardenonthefront counterinthelater
summer and fall, like there has been for so
many years.

Wewill missher. Wewill missher alot.

But, her family — husband, children, grand-
childrenwill missher more.

She was the center of family gatherings.
Each holiday, everyone would gather at the
Klimahometo celebrate and enjoy the boun-
teous dinners she and the other women of the
family would provide.

Her obituary saysthat shewasahomemaker.

where to write

She certainly was that, and a gardener and &
caretaker andafriend and awonderful person.

How well did | know her?

Not very well, at all.

| know that she didn’t drive. That was one
of the things that made her and her daughter
Marshaso close. Marshatook her mother ev-
erywhere.

| suppose there were the usual tensions be-
tween them, but | never saw it.

I know shelovedtogardenandhad arunning
battlegoingwith both deer and rabbits, sinceshe
lived at the edge of town. They came up from
thecreek to sampleher produce, whichusually
included carrots, green peppers and eggplant.
Therewereprobably alot of other thingsout in
the garden but the carrots, green peppers and
eggplant were especially prolific and cametc
the officeto be given away each year.

I know several of her grandchildrenandhave
seen pictures of the great grandchildren. She
awayshad pictures.

What do wereally know about another per-
son.

Solittlefor such awonderful person.
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