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Mark and Laura Wing have opened Off Center, a trendy store that also serves as a base of opera-
tions for the couple’s several businesses. Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News
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Family opens business,
located near downtown

By Sharon Corcoran

The Goodland Star-News

A growing family business has
led to the opening of atrendy store
near downtown Goodland.

Off Center, owned by Mark and
LauraWing, sellsan assortment of
items, includingknives, sunglasses,
clothing, body jewelry, candy and
snacks.

The coupleis also beginning a
“lifecoaching” serviceinthestore
at 104 W. 11th. Laurahasbeen go-
ing around Goodland with her bas-
ket of gourmet goodies, Wing
Ding's, and Mark hasbeen provid-
ing classy transportation through
Imperial Limousine Services.

Thecouplewaslookingfor office
space for the life coaching, Mark
said, andhadbeendoingalittleside
business on the Internet selling
stuff. They decided the space on
11thwould givethem astorefront,
office space and a warehouse for

Wing Ding’s.

“Really, it'saplacefor theWing
empire,” hesaid.

Mark said they wanted a store
that's kind of trendy, and Laura
agreed, adding that it provides
something different, especially for
teen-agers.

Nonethel ess, theWingsweresur-
prised by one of thetrends.

“The things selling weren’t
things | would have anticipated,”
Mark said, “likethebody jewelry.”

Laura said she was surprised to
discover how many people in
Goodland have tongue and belly
button piercings. But she said she
findsthe businessexciting.

“There have been quite a few
teenagersin,” shesaid,“and| can't
wait to get moreclothesfor them.”

Now that theWingshaveaplace
for it, they are also beginning Per-
sonal Life Coaching Services.
Laurasaid shehasadegreein psy-

chology and did counseling for
years, including being a private
counselor and being the mental
health coordinator at aprison.

She said she wanted to start the
life coaching when sheleft her last
job, but Wing Ding's came along
and that kept her busy.

Thelifecoaching classeswill in-
cludesalesachievement, addiction
relief goals, ateam building class,
domestic awarenessand timeman-
agement. One-on-one coaching i<
available for all except the team
building class.

The domestic awareness class
includes information on domestic
violence, child rearing and budget-
ing. The Wings said they provide
support, encouragement and direc-
tion and give people a coach tc
cheer them onto success.

Off Center is open from 10:30
am.to7p.m.mostdays, Laurasaid,
depending on how busy itis.

District buys new Suburban, takes bids on roof

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland School Board
plannedtomeet at 7a.m. thismorn-
ingtoreview bidsonthehighschool
roof, and decide how much of the
project to do thissummer.

At Tuesday’ sregular board meet-
ing, Superintendent Marvin Selby
said the architect was expecting to
have eight to 10 bids to open at 2
p.m. on Thursday.

Selby said the biddershave been
asked to break up the project into
three sections, theroof over thesci-
ence rooms, the section over the
gymandfront building, andtheau-
ditorium. Estimates are $122,000
for section one, $115,000 for sec-
tion two and $126,000 for section
three. He said these do not include
the architect fees.

Selby said the district has
$600,000inthecapital outlay bud-
get, andthat theannual 4-mill prop-
erty tax bringsin about $265,000 a
year. Therecent improvement pro-
gramhas$113,000ayear tiedupfor
the next three years, he said, leav-
ing about $150,000 each year to
handle the needs of all the school

buildings.

Selby said it will be up to the

board to look at the bids and see
what options can be approved this
year.
“Thearchitecttold methat hehas
quite anumber of contractorswho
arewantingwork,” Selby said, “and
that some recent bids were much
lower than estimated. We can hope
that istruefor our roof project.”

Of threebidsfor anew suburban,
board member Kathy Russell said
the offer from Dan Brenner Ford
was the lowest. She said bids had
beenreceivedfromHerl Chevrolet-
Buick and from Finley Motors.

Brenner bid $27,450 for a 2003
Ford Excursion.

Ron Schillingmadethemotionto
accept the low bid from Brenner,
seconded by Ben Duell, and it
passed 6-0.

Thebid from Herl was $29,246,
and from Finley $30,148.

Selby said that arecent meeting
in Scott City to discussanew super
league did not go well, and he did
not think they would be invited to
another meeting.

“Wewent to the meeting hoping

they were gong to all be open to
looking at this,” he said, “but
Larned and Pratt were anti-Colby
and Goodland.”

He said Thomas Moore Prep of
Hays, Ulyssesand Scott City want
to beinthe league with Colby and
Goodland. He said they may try to
jointhe Northwest Kansas L eague
asan alternative.

“The meeting was not very suc-
cessful,” Selby said, “and | washot
very polite.”

High School Principal Harvey
Swager said he agreed that the
meeting wasadisappointment, but
believesthat when Larned and Pratt
runout of peopletoplay intheir area
they will probably be more inter-
ested in talking to Goodland and
Colby.

In other business, the board:

* Approved payment of billsto-
taling $28,979.

 Accepted the resignation of
Rhonda Palmer as a kindergarten
teacher. Hired Barb Bedore as the
assistant volleyball coach and
Connie Livengood to be the sum-
mer weight lifting assistant.

» Discussed negotiationswiththe

ing Tuesday.
Music

DECA
Bryce Chatfield, Randi
Schwasinger.

The School board presented anumber of special
student and staff recognition certificatesat themeet-

Daniel Blake, Alan Cebula, Mae Davis, Josef
Felver, Kristi Hawkins, Amanda Hoffman, Katy
Hurst, Matt Hurst, Amanda Jolly, Timothy Kafka,
Colleen Koehler, Preston Lambrecht, Emily
Langness, Bill Linin, Michael Mangus,AlyssaMa-
son, Craig Mason, Megan McCall, Janae McKee,
Jeff Moore Courtney Palmer, Laurie Redlin, Matt
Ries, Megan Rubio, lan Scherling, Lacy Stephens,
BrianaTaylor, Tiffany Thomas, Josh Topliff, Tammy
Weeter, Brandon Zelfer, Mike Zimmerman.

Gray, Tiffany

Science Olympiad
LeaAcuff, Amy Anderson, Alan Cebula, Andrea

School board presents special awards

Fenner, Rebecca Gattshall, Matt Heiter, Trista
Lalicker, MeganLeonard, Bill Linin, KaylaRasure,

Brittney Redlin.

Alan Cebula, Katrina Cotter, Tom Cotter, Aaron
Duell, StephanieFairbanks, Jordan Frazier, Andrea
Grieve, Matt Hall, Amanda Hoffman, Jeremy
Hoffman, Amanda Jolly, Brett Lalicker, Deanna
Livengood, Samantha Philbrick, Donald Raymer,
Matt Rohr, Kevin Schulte, Morgan Titus.

Board member Kathy Russell presented Dick
Short asanhonorary member of FCCLA, andto Sa-
rah Short asthe state advisor of theyear.

Short presented a special award to Amanda
Hoffmanfor serving as State President for FCCLA.

Superintendent Marvin Sel by then presented John
Felver aspecial award from the University of Kan-
sasfor his 25 yearsof teaching.

Russell received aFriend of Education award.

FCCLA

teacher union. The next session is
set for Monday, Russell said, but
she did not see much happening
until the insurance question was
determined. Selby said there are
two companies looking at the
district’ sinformationand shehopes

tohaveinformationback fromthem
next week.

* The three newly elected board
members, Fritz Doke, Danny
Whalen and Marty Melia, were
present and Selby asked them to
cometo ameeting on Friday, June

High school keeps block scheduling next year

BLOCK, from Page 1

the start of school in September.

Students have already enrolled
ontheblock schedulefor next year.

He noted that with block sched-
uling, the class offerings have in-
creased from 73t0 80, and that stu-
dents have a better choice of elec-
tives. With the traditional seven-
hour day, those in band and vocal
would belimited.

One question was what type of
study habits the block scheduling
has produced for some students.
Swager said it is the same type of
systemthestudentswill find at col -
lege, whereclassesoftenmeet only
two or three daysaweek.

He said scores on annual tests
have gotten better under the block
scheduling, andthat theACT scores
college entrance scores have im-
proved aswell.

“QOur scores are not where we
wouldlikethemtobe,” hesaid, “ but
they have shown improvement.

“Our dropout rate, among
schoolsour size, isone of thelow-
estinthestate.”

In 2001, he said, the state drop-
out rate for Class 4A schools was
6.5 students while the figure for
Goodland was less than one stu-
dent, .8. Inthepast year, the4A fig-
ure dropped to 3.8 and the
Goodland figure was .3, second-
best inthe state.

Several students spoke up about
theblock schedul e, andtheseminar
periodin particular.

They said they liked the seminar
systemandthat it gavethemtimeto

do their homework during the day,
andthat they tried to usethetimeto
their advantage.

Russell said shefelt the students
who were talking were those who
were going to do well, but won-
dered what could be done for the
average student.

Swager said changingtoaseven-
hour day wouldincreasehomework
to an average of three hours a day,
morethan the present system.

A parent of arecent graduatesaid
her daughter had startedin sportsin
junior high and without the study
time at school, she was nearly ex-
hausted by the end of the day. She
said when she was in high school
andthey movedto theblock sched-
ule, it helped her in both her school
work and sports.

Board member Ron Schillinghad
questioned the block schedule be-
causeit seemslike those involved
inspring sportsare missing alot of
classes.

Swager said that while the stu-
dents may be missing classes, un-
der block scheduling they have
moreopportunitiestomakethemup
than they would under the seven-
hour day.

“It does not mean it is perfect,”
Swager said, “and wewant to look
at alternativeswiththeinformation
we have gained over the past few
years.”

One aspect of the effort isto ap-
proach the school asacommunity,
and Swager asked Mary Porterfield,
high school language arts teacher,
to discuss what this means and the
plansthe staff has.

crapbook Garden
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She said theteacherswerelook-
ing at six areas, and that academics
goesfirst.

Talking about the school as a
community, Porterfield said this
was not the same asthe school asa
part of thebigger community, but as
a community within the school it-
self.

The six areasare academicsand
high expectations; teacher and stu-
dent learning; supporting all learn-
ersthrough the No Child Left Be-
hind program; school community
engaged and involved; personal
connections; and school commu-
nity attitude.

She said they had formed com-
mittees to work on the academics,
involvement, personal connections
and attitude with a chairman for
each. Each committeewill totry to
meet during the summer and come
up with some suggestions.

Porterfield said the academics
committeewasgoingtolook at tar-
geting freshmen and especially
look at stepsthat canbetakenif they
seeastudent falling behind.

JoAnn Wahrman, a member of
the community involvement com-
mittee, said they want to get fresh-
men to be part of the school

“Wewant to get thefreshmenin-
volved,” shesaid, “and makethem

feel there is someone who cares
about their success.”

On the personal connections
committee, vocal instructor Randy
Berls said they spent alot of time
talking about what could be done
with the seminar period and how it
could be modifieds. He said the
committee would be meeting over
the summer to look at alternatives
and makesuggestionsthat couldbe
put in place at the beginning of the
school year.

Tremon Kizer, band instructor,
saidtheattitudecommitteewasgo-
ingtolook at the physical environ-
ment and seewhat could bedoneto
make the school more of a place
where you want to learn. He said
they weregoing tolook for waysto
celebrate student success and pro-
vide more student recognition.

Porterfield saidthey hopetohave
pieces of thisready by August and
asked the board for their support.

Board member Mike Campbell
said hefelt block schedulingwasa
good move, and that it appearsthe
schedule has produced.

Board President Dick Short said
he was glad to see the high school
staff members present at the meet-
ing, andthat hewasgladto seethey
weretalking about thisissue.

Porterfield said that no matter
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what schedule you have, the real
guestioniswhether each student is
doingtheir best andif thereare op-
portunities for them to learn. She
said the staff was open to solve
problems, but they did like the
block schedule.

Board Member Jane Philbrick
made a motion to allow the high
school staff to study the block
schedule until December, when it
would bebrought back totheboard
for adecision.

Porterfield said trying to put al
thistogether in two weekswas not
enough time, and whilethey could
jump from the block schedule to
something el se, shedidnot feel that
would bethe best for the students.

“Whatever wedo, wewant to do
the best for the kids,” Superinten-
dent Marvin Selby said.

The motion passed 6-0 with
board member Eric Gray absent.

Meet us at the
Globalink Station!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Bible lessons,
games, crafts,

27, to discuss the organizational
matters, including which commit-
teesthey want to serveon. He saic
following the meeting, they anc
their spouseswereinvitedtoadin-
ner at hishouseto honor the outgo-
ing board members. The organiza-
tional meeting for the new board i<
tobeheld on Monday, July 7.

The next regular board meeting
will be held at 7 p.m. on Monday,
June9, atthedistrict officeonMain.

corrections

Anobituary for Darrell Mooreon
Page 2 of the Tuesday, May 27, is-
sue of The Goodland Star-News
may have left some readers con-
fused about his name. His proper
namewas FrancisMoore. Hewent
by Frank at timesand by Darrell at
others. This information was not
providedwiththeoriginal obituary.

HENEN

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. e believe that news
shouldbefair andfactual. Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Join Mr. Whittaker and the Odyssey gang
in a Great Global Adventure!

Help us find
Mr. Whittaker!

Copyright © 2003 Child Evangelism Fellowship® Inc.
“Adventures in Odyssey" is a registered trademark of Focus on the Family®.
Permission is given to photocopy for club or class use.

Place Goodland Bible Church, 109 Willow
Dates June 2-6

Time 6-8p.m.

Ages 3 yearsto 4th grade



