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from our viewpoint...

City’'s future brings
many opportunities

What dose thefuture hold for Goodland?
different people.
todry upand blow away.”
ery city andtown | havelivedin.

andHolly, Colo.

to Newport News, Va.
Wellsand Eads, where my family owned newspapers.
Thingis, none of those communitieshas* blown away.”

ever isabout to change.

itemsand forget the positive.
and despitethe naysayers thereisprogressin many places.

ment in theright direction.

under the estimates.

ter roof to spruceit up and restorethe ceramictile.
hasmadeinthat facility.

of business peopletolet her know wewill missher.

lot of timeand effort to follow through with the details.

raceson Saturday, July 5.

before we repeat the, “ Thistown will dry up and blow away.”
—TomBetz

Thatisaconstant question, but youget different answersfrom
There are those who complain and say, “ Thistownisgoing
Thatisastatement | haveheardfor over 40yearsin about ev-
| heard it in the dirty 50s, and againin the dry 70sin Lamar

| heard the same sort of statement while serving inthe Navy
inNewport, R.I., whenthe Defense Department announcedthe
closing of the destroyer base and the transfer of 17,000 sailors

| hearditinasimilar fashioninthelikesof Hugo, Cheyenne

Itisalwayseasier tolook at things pessimistically and much
easier to be “against” something rather than in favor of what-

Many people blamethe pressfor reporting all the bad things
that happen, asif those of usinthe newsbusinesswererespon-
siblefor creatingtheevents. Wereport onlife, and that goesfor
thebad andthegood. Onagivenday, therearemoregoodthings
inthe newsthantherearebad, but peoplefocusonthenegative

Therearepositivechangeshappeningin Goodland every day,
Some of the steps are not big and bold, but they are move-

Examples of progressinclude the way the school districtis
handlingitsmoney crunchand how it will beabletore-roof the
high school in one project because the price came in $80,000

Speakingof roofs, work isunderway ontheCarnegieArt Cen-

WeattendedtheBusinessAfter Hoursat GoldenWest on Fri-
day afternoon and enjoyed seeing thechangesthe management

It was sort of asad time, aswe were saying good-bye to Jo
Simmonsasthe Chamber manager, but therewasagood crowd

The effort on the “control city” project, which aimsto get
Goodland listed on I-70 distance signs, will have along-term
effect, but doingthework will pay off. It may takeayear or more
for the processto grind through. Thisisone of the small things
that many timesget lost inthe shuffleof progress, andit takesa

Weare happy to seeplansunderway for the Freedom Fest on
July 4. This continues to be one of the best events of the sum-
mer anywhereontheHigh Plains. Joe Diaz saysheisplanning
another great fireworks show, and there are plansfor stock car

Therearealwayspositivethingsgoing on, but sometimeswe
need to spend afew momentsthinking about what haschanged
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10 steps to guarding against identity theft

| dentity theft. A crimethat barely existed a
decade ago has now become one of the most
devastating and expensiveoffensesinmodern
Society.

This month’'s column will be thefirstina
seriesthat will spotlight the growing problem
of identity theft and provide solutions so you
can protect yourself. Inafuturecolumn, I will
tell youwhat stepsyou cantakeif youbecome
avictimof thisgrowing crime.

The Federal Trade Commissionin 2001 re-
celvedover 86,000 reportsof identity theft, and
as we become more dependent on electronic
transactions, thesefiguresarelikely tocontinue
rising. However, thereare somesimplethings
that you can do to reduceyour risk.

Identity thieves use a host of tacticsto ac-
quireyour personal information. Theseinclude
stealingyourwallet or purse, stealingyour mail
or caling victimsto solicit information (this
is popular among our senior population).
Thieves have also been known to rummage
through your trash to obtain key information
such as name, address, date of birth, Socia /
security number and mother’s maiden name.
Here are some things you can do so this does
not happen toyou:

» Make sure you’ re using a secure browser
when shopping online. Look for a“lock” on
your browser’ s status bar.

* Find out how personal information will be
used before revealing it online or by phone.
Read, or ask, about thecompany’sprivacy policy.
Companiesare now required by law to provide
youwith anopt-out clausesothat your informa-
tionisnot shared or sold to other companies.

» Check theprivacy policiesthat are posted
onwebsitesyour childrenvisit. Tell your kids
never togiveout personal informationover the

lynn
jenkins

® state treasurer

Internet or telephone.

 Avoid using passwords based on easily
availableinformation, such asyour mother’s
maiden name, your birthdate, Social Security
number or your phone number.

 Carry only the identification and credit
cards you need. It isagood ideato place the
contents of your wallet on a photocopy ma-
chine and make copies of both sides of all
cards. That way you will have account and
telephone numbers readily available in the
event they are stolen or misplaced.

« Shredreceipts, credit applications, insur-
ance forms, physician statements, checks,
bank statements, credit offersand mailingla-
bel sfrom magazinestothwartidentity thieves.
Destroy expired charge cards.

» Place your outgoing mail in post office
collection boxes or at your local post office.
Thieves often target unsecured mailboxesin
the front of your home. Once you put thered
flag up to signal your postman of outgoing
mail, you havea soinadvertently red flagged
your mailbox for awould-be thief. Once you
leave, they haveaccesstowhateveritemsyou
haveplacedinthemailbox. If youarelikeme,
theseareoften billsthat containaccount num-
bersand vital information.

» Make sure your credit report is accurate.
For about $9 you can order acopy of your re-
port each year from one of the three major
credit-reporting agencies:

Equifax, www.equifax.com or (800) 685-
1111;

Experian, www.experian.comor (888) 397-
3742; or

TransUnion, www.transunion.comor (800)
888-4213.

* Inthe State of Kansas, residents have the
option of either using their Social Security
numbers or having the Department of Motor
Vehiclesissue drivers a separate driveris li-
cense number. It is agood ideato get one of
theserandom numbersthenexttimeyourenew
your license. Remember, aKansasdriver’'sli-
cense contains all of your vital information,
including acopy of your signature.

10. Do not carry your Socia Security card
with you. Instead, leave it in a secure place.
Giveyour Social Security Number only when
absolutely necessary. Ask thefollowing ques-
tionsbefore revealing your number: Why do
you need my number?; How will my number
beused?, What law requiresmetogiveyoumy
number?; and What will happenif | don’'tgive
you my number?.

If you chooseto not reveal your number, the
business may chooseto not provide you with
theserviceor benefityou’ reseekingbut at | east
youwill havetheoption. Remember, itisyour
Social Security number and it isup to you to
keepit safe.

| dentity theft is something we must all con-
tendwith, but by following thesesimplesteps,
you can ensureyouwill not bethenext victim.
Unfortunately, if athief isdeterminedto obtain
your personal information, thenthereisonly so
muchyou candoto stopthem. However, if you
makeit difficulttoobtainyourinformationthen
thievesarelikely to passyou by and move on
to the next unsuspecting victim.

Rural Kansas good place to get exercise

Driving across Kansas on a beautiful, if
partly cloudy and mostly hazy day, the back,
the behind and thelegs get stiff and sore.

Afteraniece sgraduationin Emporia, wehad
to beat ahasty retreat. There was apaper to do
Monday, and three-quartersof astateto cross.

But we knew we'd never make it homein
timetoget any exercise. My doctor saysl need
more exercise, and the dietitian says| need it
every day. | can’t argue with them. At least, |
can'twin.

Beforesunset, wepulled off at anexitwhere
Ellsworth County meets Lincoln County, be-
tween Salinaand Russell upintheheart of the
Smoky Hills.

There'sagoodgravel roadtherethat youcan
walk without much traffic. It's at least two
milesto thenearest house.

On a sunny evening, the hills were bright
green, softened by theyellow glow of thefad-
inglight. Theair, though humid, wascool and
pleasant. There was a hay mow to theright,
wheat to the left, in rich dark topsoil that
seemed to run from bluff to bluff.

We started hiking up the hill, wondering at
thefact that most of thehomesteadswerelong
abandoned. That’sno different than any other

steve
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spotinrural Kansas, though.

Upontop of thehill, wheretheglen graded
gently northtowardtheSalineRiver drainage,
was astone farm house that had been handed
down from the first generation on the hills.
New roof, good paint, the house wasin sharp
repair. It was matched by astone garage, two
stone equipment sheds and a small but neat
stonebarn. Combinesand bigtractorswerein
apoleshed; inthedayswhenthey cut andbuilt
withlocal stone, they didnot build bigenough
for today’s equipment.

We kept walking past the first place and
aroundthecorner, wherethereweretwomore
houses. Barn catsscattered whenthey saw our
dog, wild and crazy assheis.

A couplecamedowntheroad on horseback.
We stopped to | et them by, but the big bay the
man was riding was spooky as heck. Finally,
hegot off and led her by.

We nodded and exchanged pleasantries.

“Nicenighttobeout,” | said.

“Yes. A wonderful night,” hereplied. They
rodeon, theman onthebig, skittish horse, the
girl bareback onagentle pony. They wereen-
joyingtheeveningintheir littlevalley, and sc
werewe.

Halfway back to the truck, awomanin a
pickup stopped.

“You're not having any trouble, are you?’
sheasked.

No, wereplied, justwakingthedog. Andour
own sorry bodies.

She said shelived a couple of miles up the
road.

“Your littlevalley isbeautiful,” wesaid.

She smiled and went on.

Sometimes when city people ask why we
liveout here, it'shard to explain.

But show meacity wherealonewomanwill
stopjusttoseeif you' rehavingtrouble. Show
me acity set in lush green hills, with perfect
black loam everywhere. Show meacity where
you can park your truck, walk for an hour,
safely, comeback and still haveyour hubcaps.

It shouldn’t be that hard to explain, should
it?
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LETS PLAY
A GAME...
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YOU COMPLETELY
AND UTTERLY
IGNORE ME...

woo playIed mmm
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AND T'LL
SIT HERE
AND POUT

I SENSE THAT
THIS IS HEAPING
SOMEWHERE




