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County endorses ‘control city’ request

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County commissioners
endorsed the effort to have
Goodland named acontrol city for
[-70distancesignsat their meeting
Friday, and agreed to write aletter
of support.

CarolynApplegate, thecounty’s
economic development director,
told the commissioners about the
control city effort, saying that this
would be an important goal for the
city.

Control cities arelisted on dis-
tance signs across the state. Other
townsarelisted only onacoupleof
signsto either side.

“Thecontrol city isspecially de-
sighed to assist motorists as they
travel onthelnterstatehighway sys-

tem,” Applegate said. “ The reason
toask forthisisthat Goodlandisthe
gatekeeper for the highway at the
state line, and with the unpredict-
able weather, it isimportant as a
safety measure.

“Under the program operated
through the Association of State
Highway Officials, each control
city islisted on the highway signs
toletthedriver knowthereisaplace
coming up where there is aplace
that hasafull line of services.

“Goodlandisthelogical placefor
acontrol city betweenLimon, Colo.
and Hays.”

In aletter laying out the reasons
for Goodland beingnamedacontrol
city, Applegate lists a number of
items including the National
Weather Service office, the

Goodland Airport and the emer-
gency medical plane based there
that can beairbornewithin 12 min-
utes. Shementionsthat the Depart-
ment of Transportationand Kansas
Highway Patrol coordinatewiththe
Red Crossinanemergency toopen
public buildings as sheltersduring
blizzards, and that therearetowing
and repair servicesavailableonan
asneeded basis.

The commissioners agreed that
getting Goodland named a control
city was important, and said that
they would draft aletter of support.

The commissioners talked to
Scott Erickson, owner of Neopost,
and discussed leasing a new mail-
ingmachineat $368 per monthwith
a chance to upgrade after three
years.

County Treasurer Shelby Miller
said the existing Pitney Bowes
mailing machine is working, but
that the cost hasrisen to $411 a
month for maintenance and sup-
plies. Thepresent machinewaspur-
chased by the county for $20,000,
and has been paid for. It is the
monthly maintenance fee that
would be reduced with the new
lease, and the county would get a
new upgraded mailing machine
worth about $20,000.

Ericksonsaidhewouldtrytohelp
the county sell the older machine.

The commissioners approved a
|easefor themailing machineswith
WellsFargo, whichwill beginonce
thenew machineisdeliveredinthe
next week or two.

The one question remaining is

.

Showing off the Hog

- —

Rod Cooper shined up his
Harley-Davison motorcycle
androdeitto severallocations
in the city so Donna Price of
the Sherman County Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau could
shoot digital photos to submit
to the Kansas Film Commis-
sion. The state agency is look-
ing for sites for a special mo-
torcycle promotion. Price had
help from the city crew, who
helped her get a higher angle
from the bucket of a front-end
loader. Sites that were photo-
graphed were the old gas sta-
tion on Main, the Antique Mall,
Carnegie Art Center and the
old Southwestern Bell build-
ing. Carolyn Applegate of the
Sherman Economic Develop-
ment Council and Justin
Bentzinger of the Goodland
Area Chamber of Commerce
also had digital cameras to
have a variety of photos to

send to Topeka.
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whether the new machine will fit
where the old one is. After much
checking, itwasdeterminedthat the
room could be remodeled to make
room for the new machine.

The commissioners agreed to
take an offer of the free year for
hosting a web site for Sherman
County.

The commissioners approved a
reguest from the Kansas Counties
Association to appoint Mary
Messamore of Sherman County to
aKansas Public Safety Communi-
cations Committee, which will be
trying to put together a plan for
statewide wireless communica-
tions. Thecommitteeisexpectedto
take about a year to develop the
plan, and will meet monthly.

Thecost of Messamore’ spartici-

pating in the effort will be paid by
Sherman County, and that may be
about $2,000. The commissioners
agreedtoallow her totakethecom-
mittee position on the basis she
could usethecounty car totravel t
meetingsin Topekawhen her work
load permits.

In other business, the commis-
sioners

« Approved bills for atotal of
$91,668.

» Approved an agreement with
thecity for disposing of thelechate,
or runoff, from the transfer station
andlandfill inthecity sewer system.

The commissioners will review
the city trash contract at their next
meeting at 8 am. next Tuesday, in
the first-floor meeting room at the
courthouse, 813 Broadway.

Wheat crop
better this year

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press

Thegood newsisthewheat crop
isalot better than last year, said
Roger Stockton, crop and soil ex-
tensionspeciaistwithKansasState
University, but the hotter tempera-
tureslast week were not so good.

“Wheat isacool seasoncrop,” he
said, “and so far thisyear we have
had a pattern of cooler tempera-
tures.”

Whileitwouldbebetter if thehot
weather would stay away, Stockton
said, it probably won't hurt too
much if this spell only lasts afew
days. Harvest usualy startsin late
Juneor thefirst of July; however, if
the temperatures had continued
above90degrees, theharvest might
10 daysearlier, hesaid.

The recent moisture has been
good for thewheat.

“Themoisturehasbeen frequent
enough to keep the crop in good
shape,” Stockton said.

Althoughthecroplooksgood, he
said, thereisno excessmoistureand
rainwould surehelp.

Stockton hasbeen touring wheat
fieldsin 14 countiesacrossthestate,
and onething hesaid hehasnoticeo
isstriperust, whichisafungus-type
disease.

“Striperust israre, but we have
seen it in northwest Kansas anc
southwest Nebraskatwo out of the
last threeyears,” hesaid.

Prior to this recent outbreak,
which he said is affecting 25 to 30
percent of the crop in those areas,
producershadn’t seenstriperustfor
50 years. He said the 2137 variety
seemsto bethemoresusceptibletc
striperust and the Jagger variety i<
doing very well thisyear.

Aspart of theannual wheat tour,
Stockton saidthereare20to 30 va-
riety plotsin many counties across
thestatewhichwill give producers
achanceto seeside- by-sidewhich
varietiesoffer thebest yield.

Stockton did not make predic-
tionsastoyieldsyet, but didreiter-
atethat if themoisture continuesas
it has and the cooler temperatures
return, it will be good news for
wheat farmers.

Turning to the ‘Boss’

By Tom (TD) Dreiling
Colby Free Press

Again, theColby communityis
goingtoturntotheBoss. It seems
to haveworked the last time.

Hewascalled uponlatein Feb-
ruary to end the drought. Experts
agree that a big change has oc-
curred since then. Precipitation
reports have the Colby/Thomas
County areawith atotal of 6.32
inches of moisture since thefirst
of the year, far outdistancing the
2002 total to date of 2.76 inches.

Interestingly, 5.92inchesof that
6.32total cameinthemonthsfol-
lowing thefirst-ever “Northwest
Kansas Prayer Rally for Rain”
held on Feb. 22— 1.38 inchesin
March, 2.24inApril and2.30this
month. Therally, held inthe 4-H
Building at the Thomas County
Fairgrounds, was organized by
Mr.andMrs. Leonard Kinkade of
rural Brewster. It attracted nearly
100 people.

Now, the pressing need seemsto
befor divineinterventioninasitu-
ation that has split the community
— themedical controversy. Anor-
ganizational meetingtoexplorethe
possibility of a“ Prayer Rally forthe
Local Medical Community” has
beenscheduledfor 6 p.m. Thursday
at at the 4-H Building.

“If you areinterested in hel ping,
please attend,” said Colby lawyer
Todd Stramel, acoordinator of what
would be Thomas County’s first-
ever general prayerfest to seek a
solution to the struggle among the
hospital, its board and one of the
town’sdoctors. Youcansignal your
interest by calling Mr. Stramel at

462-3222.
Sherman )
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Tonight 7:00

Holes (pc)

Starts Friday 7:00 & 9:00
Daddy Day Care (PG)

If You Think You May Have a Hearing Loss,

Don’t Miss This Opportunity
to Receive Professional Advice!

Don’t miss this
opportunity even if you
have been told a hearing
instrument won't help.

-
-

Chic Becker
Licensed & Board
Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist

at Precision Hearing Aid Center
1002 Main St. « Goodland, Kan 67735

call 899-3166 or toll-free 1-888-899-3169 for an appointment

Call early to schedule your preferred appointment time.)

Janice Wilkinson

Lifetime Sherman and Cheyenne Counties resident Janice
(Schermerhorn) Wilkinson, 63, died Thursday, May 29, 2003,
at her homein Goodland.

She was born April 2, 1940, in Goodland, the daughter of
Dorothy (Meireis) and Nelson Schermerhorn. She graduated
from high school in Goodland.

On February 4, 1956, she and Vertie Bolyard were married.
Tothisunion, four childrenwereborn—Virginia, Doug, Kathy
and Cindie.

On April 13, 1975, she and Lloyd “Bud” Wilkinson were
married at the First Christian Churchin Goodland. They were
blessed with twenty-eight yearstogether.

For thirty-eight years, shegreeted her customerswithasmile
asacashier atAnderson’sMarketinBird City and, in Goodland,
the packing plant, at the IGA grocery store, Grass Roots and
Dollar General.

Her membershipsincluded the First Christian Church.

Her hobbiesincludedfishing, gardening and her flowers. But
she most enjoyed family cookouts, holiday gatherings, and
working as a cashier and seeing all the people in the commu-
nity. And from this she gained many closefriends.

Preceding her in death were her parents, one brother Robert
Schermerhorn and one nephew Robert Schermerhorn.

Surviving family members include her husband Bud
Wilkinson of the homein Goodland; four children Virginiaof
Amarillo, Texas, Doug Bolyard and Tami of Wilson, Texas,
Kathy Weisand her husband Glenn of Goodland; CindieYarger
and her husband Mike of Goodland; five grandchildren Crys-
tal Bolyard, Dustin Nemechek, Angie Nemechek; Casey
Bolyard, and Tiffany Fixsen; onebrother Jim Schermerhorn of
Phoenix, Arizona; their dog BV andtheir cat Shorty, and many
other extended family and friends.

Thefuneral wasMonday, June2at 10am. MT at theKoons
Chapel in Goodland with Loren Strait officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in the Goodland Cemetery.

Friendspaidtheir respectsat Koons Chapel on Sunday from
3to 7 p.m. MT and on Monday from 8 am. MT until the ser-
vice.

Memoria smay bedesignated to Hospi ceof Sherman County
or to Northwest KansasAnimal Shelter, and may beleft at or
mailed to Koons Funeral Home, 211 North Main, Goodland,
Kan. 67735-1555.




