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from our viewpoint...

Town’s people
must pull together

Pulling together.

That’'swhat atown hasto do to survivethese days.

It'snot alwayseasy.

In atown where everyone knows everyone €l se, some people
aregoing to get a ong. Othersmay not. That'snormal

Inacity, thereare plenty of opportunitiesfor everyone. A busi-
nessman ononesideof abusy street may not even know the shop
owners on the other side. Maybe they belong to different clubs,
different churches, different political groups.

Maybethey meet and thework together for the neighborhood.
Maybethey haveafalling out.

Whowill notice?

Not thecity.

But Goodlandisnot acity. Therearehardly enough of usto get
everything done.

We can’t afford to carry grudges, becauseif we do, not much
will happen.

Andhereissomeplaintalk.

Itistimeto bury the grudges of thelast year or two, forget the
woundssufferedin the process of changing theeconomic devel-
opment and promotion machinery, and get thingsgoing forward.

Wearenot hereto rehash any of thearguments. Peoplewanted
change, inleadership, in structure, in direction. They got it.

But change never comeswithout aprice, and part of that price
ishurt feelings, ill will and sometimes, agrudge.

The change has come. We have three independent agencies
promoting Goodland and Sherman County for economic devel-
opment, business promotion and tourism. They work together,
and thevolunteersand staff aretrying to get things moving.

Everyone hasaright to watch and judge how well they do, but
therest of usneedto step asideand let them doiit.

If anyone hasagrudge, get it out of your system.

If anyonedoesnot want to participateinthenew order, sit down
andletit pass.

No sniping. No griping. No sandbagging or torpedoing.

If theleaders have donetheright thing, it' Il show. Andif they
haven't, we'll know soon enough.

Therearenot enough of usthat wecan affordtofight andbicker.
A city can afford that, maybe, but asmall town cannot.

Wehavelivedthroughoneof thetoughesttimesinthisareasince
the 1930s, certainly thetoughest sincethe’ 80s. Better timesare
coming.

Weneedto beready for them, united and doing our best tomake
thenext decadeandthenext century alittlebetter thanthelast. —
SeveHaynes

where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 109 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Build-
ing, Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. (202) 225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm.
174-W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-7676

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 449-
N, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-7399
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Turtle rescued fro

Helooked at uswerebright red eyes, blinked
and withdrew.

| took a different route leaving Colby last
week. Instead of heading straight east, | went
down the road toward I-70. That way | could
get aCoke beforeleaving town.

Then| turned down someresidential streets
and finally found myself back downtown.
That’'swhen | saw him— inthe middle of the
street in downtown Colby.

I’ ve rescued innumerable box turtles from
thehighwaysandbywaysof thisfair state, and
afew others, but thiswasthefirsttimel’ dres-
cued onesitting in the middle of adowntown
street.

Not really knowingwhat elsetodo, | puthim
on floor of the passenger’s side seat and took
off for Oberlin.

Theturtlemay havebeentucked away ashe
sat awaiting destructionin Colby, buthewasa

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

lot moreactiveinmy car. Heeventually made
itfromthefront seat totheback seat and | could
hear him scratching around back therefor the
entire 50-minutedrive home.

InOberlin, | puthimonthelawnwhilel con-
templated finding abox to put himinuntil we
could find agood placein the country.

| wasdistracted by weedsinthegarden, and
when | turned around, the turtlewasgone!

But not far, and not without sentries. Our
three catstook turnsfollowing thefiesty little
fellow around the yard. When the felines got
tired of thegame, theneighbor’ scat cameover
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to seewhat all thefusswasabout.

We eventually took Mr. Turtle to the coun-
try. Thelast we saw of him, hewasheaded for
atall wheat field. | just hopehe' ssmart enough
to stay out of theway of the combines.

Afterreleasingtheturtle, Steve, thedogand
| went for awalk along aroad. The road dips
downtoabridgeover thecreek. Aswestartec
down, awhitetail deer stepped out of thegrass
and walked to the middle of the road. We all
threefroze and just watched her asshelooked
at usandthen started for usto seewhat strange
creatureswewere.

A noise from a nearby field eventually
startled her, and shetook off the other way, her
whiteflagraised highfor ustofollow. Eventhe
dog seemed to enjoy the show.

It wasagood day for adriveand agood day
for awalk.

Outlaws appreciate community support

TotheEditor:

I’ mwritingtothank thecommunity for sup-
porting our baseball program. This spring, a
ball team called “ The Outlaws’ formed be-

causethehighschoolsin St. Francisand Good- [ sty

land did not offer baseball, and thereweresev-
eral young meninterestedin playing.

Several people said it wouldn't work, we
wouldn't find games, it would never work to
put kids from two schools together, and who
would coach?

Well, itdidwork! Weplayed 14 games. Our
record was 11-3. We played as one team, one
family.

Therewere 13 young men on our team, two
from St. Francis. | am very proud of those
young men. They represented thiscommunity
well, both onthefield and off

What did we do for acoach?We borrowed
Bud Rice. | cannot say enough about Bud, nor
canl ever thank himenough. Thisisamanwho
truly knows and loves the game of baseball,
lovesworking withyoung men, andgives110
percent of himself. He not only taught them a
lot about baseball, but also about life.

| would liketo thank John Dautel for being
theassi stant coachand SteveAlander for keep-
ing the scorebook. | would also like to thank
thefamilies(especially Bud's) for their sacri-
fices. 1 wouldliketothank theschool andtheir
staff for allowing the students to participate,
and the community for their support.

LizWest

Manager of the Outlaws

TotheEditor:

| am awriter and English professor now liv-
ingin San Francisco.

| grew up in Kansas, including two yearsin
Goodland (around 1961-62).

I’m now working on a book about Kansas,
and about my family’s years there, and am
planning atrip to Goodland at theend of June.

| visited briefly lastfall, andwould now love
a chance to talk to anyone who may have
knownmy parents, Ralphand Beverly Seeley;

from our
readers
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my father workedfor theradio station, and my
mother taught school (at Ruleton, | think). We
lived at 1307 Center Street (I know the house
isno longer there), and my sister Taraand |
attended school in Goodland. My kindergar-
ten teacher wasMrs. Little.

| would aso lovetotalk to anyonewho has
livedinGoodlandforalongtime, togetanidea
of what thetownwaslikewhenwelivedthere.
If any of your readerswouldbewillingtohelp
mewith my project and talk with me on June
30andJuly 1, I wouldloveto hear fromthem.
| am happy to correspond by e-mail or regular
mail.

| have very happy memories of Goodland,
and look forward to visiting there again.

Tracy Seeley

119A Steiner St.

San Francisco, Calif. 94117

415-252-9128

Tothe Editor:

A bronze plaque commemorating the July
1, 1867, desth of asmall detachment of 2nd
Cavalry troopers and their Lakota scout Red
Bead, will bededicated at 11 am. July 25, in
theold chapel at Fort L eavenworth.

After along processof fundraising and ob-
taining permission from fort officials, the
plague was ordered and is now compl ete, ac-
cordingtofrontier history enthusiast DonFisk
of Topeka.

Fisk got theideawhilevisiting the old post
chapel.

“The walls are covered with fascinating
plagues commemorating other Indian Wars
engagements, fromLittleBigHorntosmaller
battles. Thebiggest hurdlewasconvincingthe

officialsthat theplaquewasappropriate, since
the troopers from the other battles had been
stationed at Fort Leavenworth at sometime. |
felt that since the event had occurred in Kan-
sas, involved George Custer, and the troopers
areburied in the Fort L eavenworth cemetery,
it certainly wasappropriate.”

Lt. Lyman S. Kidder, 11 troopers, and the
L akotascout werekilledinactionby Sioux and
Cheyenne Indians on Beaver Creek, a few
miles northeast of present-day Goodland.

Kidder’sdetachment had been sentwithdis-
patchesfor Lt. Col. George Custer, whosecol-
umnwasinthefidd. Travelingat nighttoavoid
hostiles, Kidder’s party missed Custer’strail.
It was discovered by alarge war party while
restingintheday andafter arunningfight, were
all killed.

Custer and histroopersfound the mutilated
bodiesabout 10dayslater. ItwasCuster’sfirst
exposureto thehorrorsof Indianwarfare.

Refreshmentswill beserved afterward. The
publicisencouragedto attend.

Marilyn Cooper

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-
news@nwkansas.com>.
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