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from our viewpoint...

Search for weapons
doesn't change result

The search for weapons of massdestruction will continuein
Irag, andthecontroversy will not besettled until someevidence
isfound that theweaponsdid exist.

Secretary of State Colin Powell wasonthe Sunday talk show
circuit saying the intelligence about the weaponsin Iraq was
solid, and blaming the mediafor raising questions now.

he Congress is planning inquiries into the intelligence and
other aspects of theinvasion of Iraq, and the apparent lack of
the chemical and nuclear weaponsthat were supposed to exist.

For the Bush administration, the lack of evidence may be a
problemwiththeAmerican publicbecauseitwasthecornerstone
of why weinvadedthiscountry andriskedAmericanlivestore-
move Saddam Hussein.

Of course, some of thegnashing of teethand rhetoricisbeing
donefor political reasons, to diceinto Bush'spopul arity asthe
€l ection season beginsto moveforward.

Having hearingsisoneway Congress can have something of
asay inhow thingsarebeingdone, and whether theeffort should
continue. The worst that could happen would be areversal of
support for thewar effort and acut off of money tokeepthetroops
inthefield. That isnot likely to happen, but it gives the politi-
ciansaway to makewaves.

Weshouldnot besurprised at thefuror thepoliticiansand press
seem to be making over the lack of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. Thisisnot the first time an American president has stuck
his and the country’s neck out and sent men to war because of
similar reports.

Going back to the Spanish American War in 1898, we used
theexplosion of the USSMainein HavanaHarbor asarallying
cry to go to war. That gaveriseto the Rough Riders and Teddy
Roosevelt.

Evidencesiftedandresifted over thepast 100 yearsshowsthe
shipblew upfromacoal firesetting off ammunitionand not from
amineonitshull.

We used the sinking of the British steamship L usitaniaasone
of thereasonstoenter WorldWear |, but yearslater it wasrevea ed
the L usitaniawasnot theinnocent passenger ship everyonehad
beentold. It wascarrying weaponsand ammunition to the Brit-
ish.

ThereisevidenceFranklin Delano Roosevelt hadinformation
about theattack on Pear| Harbor beforeit happened, but themes-
sagewas not delivered with ahigh priority and got delayed.

WhenAmerican advisorswerefirst sent to South Vietnam, in
1958, it wassupposedto beasatrai ning support and not ascom-
bat troops. However, that al changed when an American de-
stroyer was supposedly attacked inthe Gulf of Tonkinin 1964,
and Congresswas asked to give President Lyndon Johnson the
power totakemilitary action. L ater, many of thosewho supported
theresolution asit flew through Congressregretted their action
and Congressrepealed theresolutionin 1971.

Hearings and investigations are a part of the afterlife of any
war, and despitetherevisionsin history, the ultimate answer is
that the war has been fought, men died and we now face anew
chalenge.

Today that challengeishelping Irag moveaway fromtheold
regimeand into thelight of anew more peaceful world. —Tom
Betz
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I'M NOT WORRIED
ONE BIT
ABOUT CANADA'S

SHOWING UP IN THE
UNITED GTATES...

MAD COW DISEASE

CHEW DEEF
WITH THIS THING
ON ANYWAY.

Check out modeling school claims of success

Dear Attorney General Kline:

Last week my friendsand | wereat themall
when aperson approached claiming hewasan
agent for afamousmodeling school, andthat |
had the look they were looking for. He gave
me his card and asked meto cometo an audi-
tion. | didn’'t know it at the time, but he also
gave the sametalk to my two friends the day
before. Doreal modeling agenciesrecruitthis
way?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Whileasmall number of famousmodelsand
actors have been “discovered” in ordinary
places, thevast mgjority of thosewho makeit
inshow businessdo so after knocking door-to-
door for work, working in no-paying or low-
paying theaters, and taking endless classes
learning how to walk, talk, and wave. Very
seldomissomeoneableto get modeling work
based onlooksalone.

However, there are a number of recurring
scamswhichtakeadvantageof people’sdesire
for the glamour of modeling combined with
their ignorance of how the industry really
works. Inthese scams, an“agent” for amod-
eling company will invite many people to an
auditionwhichisinfact asalespresentationfor
photographs, acting classes, or any number of
other services which can separate you from
your money without moving you any closer to
your first modeling job. Inorder to avoid the
scams while preserving your ability to break
intothebusinesslegitimately, youill needtobe
on thelookout for thefollowing:
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Understand the difference between an
agency andaschool. Anactingschool cantrain
you in the proper way to compose yourself,
walk, apply makeup, even cry. They provide
an educational service for afee and are usu-
ally under no obligation to find work for you.
Anagency will securework for youandtakea
percentage of your earnings astheir fee. Be
careful of agencies that charge you fees up
front, or of schools that only work with spe-
cificagencies.

Bewary of claimsabout highsalaries. While
hourly modeling rates are high evenin small
markets, most model sspend alot of hoursse-
curing each paying hour of work. The vast
majority of model sarenot paidfull-time, only
for thefew hoursthat it takesto model aspe-
cificproject.

Check out an agency or school’sclaims. If
it claims to have secured high-paying work
with specific magazines or for specific mod-
els, follow thoseclaimsup. Ask for thenames
and addressesof thosewho havesecuredwork
withthehelp of theagency. Alittletimespent
asking questionscansaveyoualot of timeand
money later.

Do abackground search on the company,

especialy if it isnot awell-established local
one. You can call the Better Business Bureau
in the company’s hometown, the Attorney
General of their home state, or perform an
internet search. The acting/modeling profes-
sionisasmall one and reputations are easy to
discover.

Get al promisesin writing, and be wary of
bait-and-switch techniques. If you werein-
vitedtoanauditionandyoureceiveasa espre-
sentationfor expensivephotographi cservices,
leave. If they claimthat they get paidwhenyou
receive work but ask you for a cash deposit,
leave. Legitimatemodeling schoolsand agen-
ciesguardtheir reputationsand do not need to
deceivetheir clients.

Whileit is flattering to be picked out of a
crowd and told that you have what it takesto
beasuperstar, itiswisetoremember that there
are people who take advantage of ignorance
and vanity to separate you from your money.
Youill need to useyour brainsaswell asyour
beauty to set yourself on thereal path to star-
dom.

Attorney General Phill Klineoffersthispub-
licserviceto help youavoid becomingavictim
of consumer fraud. Although someof thedetails
havebeen changed, thecasesappearinginthis
column are based on actual complaints. For
further informationor tofileacomplaint, please
writeAttorney General Phill Kline, Consumer
Protection Division, 120 SW 10th Ave., 2nd
Floor, Topeka, Kansas 66612, or call thetoll-
free Consumer Hotline, 1-800-432-2310.

Storms give high plains deep green color

We left Colorado half a step ahead of the
storms.

Almost.

Leaving Walsenburg, at the base of the
mountains, abigonecaught upwithus. Wegot
pasted: rain, wind, hail sothick theroadturned
white.

| wasexpecting frogsnext, maybedogsand
cats.

Cynthia sknuckleswerewhiteonthesteer-
ing wheel. Sheslowed downto 35tonavigate
theice.

A huge storm was sweeping off the moun-
tains and out onto the plains. It's been doing
that for days now, and the forecast is for a
couple moreweeks of storms.

It may notbeawet year yet, butit'scertainly
adifferent world out on the plains from this
timelast year.

Last year, all you could seefor milesonend
was brown. Thisyear, on the high plains, ev-
erythingisgreenasfar astheeyecansee.And
you can seealong, long waysout there.

Farther west, where not much growsover a
couple of inchestall, the grassis green and
growing. Therearestill somebrown spots. But
not many.

And the rains are coming. Friday night,
cloudscovered nearly all of eastern Colorado.
Saturday, they were sweeping down onto the
plainsagain. Sunday, they madeit to Oberlin,
drenching thewhol e of Decatur County.

In the mountains, the daily monsoons have
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started — about amonth and ahalf early.

Is the drought over? Seemsto be. Are we
back into awet cycle? Only timewill tell.

But Sunday, it surefdt likeit.
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Out ontheplains, you' reluck to meet acar
every coupleof milesor so. Most days.

Whenyou start passing rig after rig pulling
stock trailers, you know it must be arodeo.

We' retalkingfancy rigshere, especialy the
trailers. They have spacefor ahorseor twoin
the back, windows for the mounts, bunks up
front for theriders.

where to write

And while the pickups pulling them are
mostly pretty fancy, youget thedistinctimpres-
sion that the hosses have better accommoda-
tionsthan the cowboys.

Or cowgirls.

We counted rigs. No. 23 was broke down,
and we stopped to talk with two pretty little
cowgirlswaiting for the engineto cool down.
They’ dbeeninajunior rodeoin Eads, and ev-
eryone was on theway to a high school com:-
petition down theroad in Ordway.

Intheparadewerecowboys, cowgirls, mom
and dads, brothersand sisters.

And of course, everybody’sfavoriteroping
andriding horses.

We counted 29rigs, and thelightsweresitill
on at therodeo groundswhen we went by.

Ashigh school sportsgo, it'safar cry from
basketball. Thesefamilieshaveal ot of money
tiedupinrodeo.
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25YEARS ON THIS
PLANET, ANDP WHAT HAVE
I ACCOMPLISHED?

AB-S0-LUTEL®

NOTHING!
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