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from our viewpoint...

Voting machines
another mandate?

It'sanother one of those federal mandates, the kind that come
with big money and lots of strings. The kind that states ought to
fight, but seldom havethefortitudefor.

Thistime, Kansasisworried about losing $27 million in fed-
eral money for voting machinesand other el ectionimprovements.
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius vetoed a bill that would have required
every Kansasvoter to show identification at the polls.

Thegovernor rightly figured that Kansans, used to being rec-
ognized by el ection judges, might beinsulted by therule.

Thefederal money soundsgreat until youfind out that thefeds
think one set of machinesfor each county is plenty. That means
that in Decatur County, for instance, voters from Jennings,
Dresden and Norcatur would havetodriveinto Oberlintovotein
their own city elections.

Sometimesit’shard enoughtoget peopleinterestedincity elec-
tionswhenthepollsareright downthestreet. ButinWashington,
they neither know nor careabout placeslike Jennings. Never mind
that out there, paper ballots produce a count just as fast as ma-
chines.

Thisisno laughing matter. Sherman County already has con-
verted to the new machines and adopted the one-polling-place
solution. Votersin Kanorado, theonly city outside of Goodland,
have gone through two elections now, driving 18 milesinto the
county seat to vote.

Atleastthey haveafreeway tomakethetrip on. Jenningspeople
had better hopeit doesn’t rain, or they’ll have to drive miles out
of their way to avoid muddy county roads.

What amixed up country thisis, where peopleinWashington
think they haveto makeevery decision.

Thislaw cameout of thevoting-machinefiascoinFloridathree
yearsago. Theideaisto give states money to replace outmoded
systemsthat cause voting problems. Like many federal laws, it
soundsamost sensibleat first.

But onething about thefeds: they want to apply thesamerules
toeveryone. That meansurban counties, rural counties, East Coast
counties, Alaskan counties. Just because it makesno senseisno
reason not to be consistent.

Then there arethe strings. It's not just the money. It'sthe fact
that if astateor county doesn’t updateitssystems, thelaw allows
peopleto sue. Soeventually, al thestatesmay haveto surrender.

Another proposal wasto have only new voters show identifi-
cation. Maybethat will fly, but what wereally needisfor statesto
start saying“no” tothesethingsand get Washington off their back.

You' d think that integrity, common sense and the freedom to
make their own decisions would be important, but up to now, it
hasn’t happened.

Too bad. —Seve Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes letters
from readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Unsigned letters will not be
published. Form letterswill bergjected, aswill lettersdeemed to
be of no public interest or considered offensive. We reserve the
right to edit letters for length and good taste. We encourage |l et-
ters, with address and phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-
news@nwkansas.com>.
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Thinking about our ever changing language

| don’t know about you, but I’ m onceagain
thinking about our ever-changing language.

| keeplistsof strangewordsand phrasesthat
| runacrossinmy reading, TV viewing, etc.

Most of thetimel can, oftenwith thehel p of
adictionary, figure out their meanings; some-
times| can't.

Oneword!’vehadonmy listfor quiteawhile
is“Jonesing.” | don'tknow if that hastodowith
“keeping up with the Jones” or what.

Recently | saw it supposedly defined in a
Tom Jonesperformancecommercial, butit till
didn’t makeany senseto me. That one'sstill a
mystery.

Then there's the one that came out quite
frequently beforethewar toliberatelrag: “ Just
war Christians.” That’sonethat probably needs
a hypen: “just-war Christians,” people who
believeinawar that isjust, but then sofew re-
aly are.

Or maybethey meant “just (asinonly) war-
Christians.” But then Christiansare supposed
to believein peace, so“war” issuspect inthe
phrasetoo. Well, | guessyou decidethat one.

One phrase | liked in a book was a person
described as “in amental lather.” That's de-
scriptiveand also cute.

Now the person described with a“hirsute
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chin” allowsfor no cuteat al. Theword “hir-
sute” itself isugly.

| looked that one up, and | wasright. Itis
roughly hairy’ asin* pubescent with coarse
stiff hairs.” Italsomight describethoseannoy-
ing stray chin hairs peopleget asthey age.

A new word on me was “unicameral” in a
sentence about government. The dictionary
saysitishaving”asinglelegidativechamber,”
asinthestateof Nebraska.

Then there's “gravid,” “jism,” “funerary
exception,” “impecunious,” “ mal apropisms,”
“otiose,” and “equipoise.”

I'mtired. YOU look themup.

A coupleof phrasesthat | thought werein-
teresting: the “funeral was made” and a per-
sonwho exhibited “ abject optimism.”

Andthenthere’ stheonel pictured pioneers
doing: “hollahing horses,” but | don’t know
why, because | haven’'t a clue as to what
“hollahing” means. I'm assuming it's

“hollering” to the horses, but I’m probably
wrong.

Thentherewasabook about New York that
kept mentioning and“ Auto-chef.” Whatisan
“AUTO-CHEF?" | never did get an explana-
tion.

A new one on mewas “Word salad” which
theauthor waskind enoughtodefine: “ gibber-
ish spoken by a patient after astroke.” It's a
termdoctorsuse, | guess. Whentheelectricity
goesoff, oneauthor calledit “ output failure.”
Another author called abay window a“ bump-
out window.”

InTheMythof Laziness(Simon& Schuster)
by Mel Levine, children aren’t lazy. They
“morelikely arevictimsof apoorly understood
brain-based malady,” usually most clearly re-
vealed inwriting and spelling. That's a new
concept tome.

In the same book, peoplewho spell well on
a spelling test and poorly in an essay have
“weak simultaneousrecall.” |sn'tthat thesame
aspoor memory?

WEell, | guess|’ vefalenvictimtotheworld's
propensity to elucidate in an arrant manner
with verbosity and non-conciseness.

Yougotitright! Likemost people, | talk too
much! And often, don’tknowwhat I’ msaying!

Nurse thanks hospital for caring for her father

TotheEditor:

| tell people, “inmy previouslifel wasareg-
istered nurse,” becauseit's been many years
sincel practicedinahospital. However, | believe

my past nursing experiencegavemeagoodbase | =
to evaluate the quality of care my Dad, James |

M. Smith, received while he wasin the Good-
land Regional Medical Center from May 8-13.

| was so impressed and grateful for all the
staff in the hospital. Every one of them was
considerate, professional, caring and treated
him asif hewere part of their family. | wasso
thankful that during hislast dayshereally did
not suffer, whichwaspartly duetothefact the
staff allowed himto carry onas* Smitty,” jok-
ingwiththenursesand generally being ornery.

Not only wasthefood goodinthe cafeteria,
but the staff would always ask, “How’s
Smitty?’

Thisisthe kind of treatment afamily just
doesn't find in acity hospital. Goodland Re-
giona Medical Center may havefewer special-
ized providersand staff thanarefoundinacity,
but when it comes to genuine caring for the
patientswithahometownfeel itisworthmore
than | can expresswithwords.

Asl said, all the staff was wonderful, but |
must mentionafew, and pleaseforgivemefor
not remembering everything.

Dr. M ohedine Shafei wasmost considerate,
compassionate and helpful. Anjelina
Adamson, aregistered nurse on the day shift,
took the time to sit down and talk with usto
make sure all was being done that could be.

from our
readers

® to the editor

ConnieJo Johnson hel pedkeepmy Dad laugh-
ing and teased him asmuch as he teased her.
LisaVarney had theinsight and thoughtful -
nesstoget Dadtoabigger room, makingthings
more comfortable for al of usthose last few
days. The(St. Francis) gentleman from respi-
ratory therapy, Jason Johnson, took special
timewith Dadto makesurehewasascomfort-
able as possible. Ana Johnson and Martha
Alfaro added that special careduring timesit

where to write

washeeded most.

Andfinally,onMay 12, therewereday shift
professional nurses Vicki Baker and Erice
Arntt, whowereDad smainnurseshislast day.
They took thetimeseveral timesduringtheday
to sit down with my Dad to make sure hewas
comfortable and had what he needed. If they
couldn’tfigureout what heneeded, they woul o
sit with himuntil they did know.

Again, my family and| aremost grateful for
al the staff at Goodland Regional Medical
Center and the quality of care provided tc
“Smitty.”

Cindy Smith, Englewood, Colo.

Kay Smith, Goodland

ChrisSmith, Danville, Va.

Jeff Smith, Englewood, Colo.
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25 PEARS...

A LOT HAS HAPPENED
IN THIS WORLP SINCE
1 WAS BORN...
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