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from our viewpoint...

Flag Day honors
symbol of freedom

the ElksFlag Day serviceat Grant Junior High.
AmericanFlagistiedtotheprincipal sof theBenevolent and Pro-
honor the flag and its history, dating back 226 years.

Flag Day commemoratesJune 14, 1777, whenthe Continental

Congress adopted the Stars and Stripes asthe national flag. Ob-
servance of Flag Day beganin 1885 in variouscitiesand states

Woodrow Wilson on May 30, 1916. While Flag Day was cel-
ebrated for years after Wilson's proclamation, it was not until
August 3, 1949, that President Harry STruman signed alaw des-
ignating June 14th asNational Flag Day.

Independence.

good job of putting the flag ceremony together. Having the Girl

the patriotism of the younger generation.
The Elks made sure everyone who attended received a small

themto display theflag.
tome.”

yearsago.
“Flag Day once again reminds us of our country’shistory, de-

termination, and spirit of resolve,” said Gov. K athleen Sebelius.

“Itisarepresentation of our independence and unity.

our country’sspirit. The lwo JimaMemorial in Washington ex-
[l victory. Theflag has seen the world from the moon. On Sept.
11, 2002, asaway to show our own victory and spirit of resolve,
firefightersplaced theflagintherubbl e of theWorld Trade Cen-
people, aswell aspeoplearound theglobe, of unity and freedom.

our future.”
We are approaching the Freedom Fest on July 4 and will cel-

hopeit bring home the meaning of freedom and possibly athrill

Saturday wasabusy day in Goodland, with many eventsgoing
on simultaneously, and it was good to see over 50 peopl e attend

Thelodge doesthe Flag Day ceremony each year becausethe

tective Order of Elks. June 14 isaday set aside by Congressto

Inspired by three decades of state and local celebrations, Flag
Day was officialy established by the proclamation of President

Today, Flag Day isthestart of the21-day sal utetotheflagwhich
ends with the celebration on July 4 commemorating American

Ron Barkley the Goodland EIksAmericanism chairman, dida

Scoutshandletheposting and rai sing of the colorsdemonstrated

flag asatoken of appreciation for their attendance and toremind
Threefifth grade studentswho entered the Elks Americanism
Contest— BenjaminWaugh, AllanAlanisand Heidi Lawson—
read essaysthat answered thequestion* What doesfreedommean
Rusty Renner brought a chill to the crowd, not only with the

national anthem, but when he sang “1 am proud to be an Ameri-
can,” whichwasarallying cry for thefirst Persian Gulf War 12

“Throughout our history, our American flag hasdemonstrated

hibits Marines waving the American flag during the World War

ter. In al of these instances, it sent a message to the American

“Today should be no different. We must show our spirit, our
unity, and our independence. Wemust be proud of our history and
ebratethe227 anniversary of American | ndependence. Whenever

you seeaflag displayedinawindow, onacar or beingwaved, we

and aswelling of pridebecauseyouliveinAmerica.— TomBetz
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Why are we exporting natural gas to Mexico?

TotheEditor:

| cannot understand why we are exporting |

natural gasto Mexico. No. 1: Mexico has
plenty of natural gasintheir owncountry. Why

doesn’ttheUnited Statesexport pinto beansto SEer

Mexico in exchange for natural gas? Appar-
ently, asexpressedinthenewspaper article, the
United States has ashortage of natural gas—
hencethe high pricesand going even higher. |
truly believethat thiscountry needsto consider
thepeoplewhoresidehere, instead of sending
our resources el sewhere.

Irag, [ranand many other such countriesthat
harbor terrorists have the good ole U.S.A. to
thank for their technology todrill for oil andto
export oil. Why theU.S.A. isnot refining and
using oil from our own state of Alaska, | will
never know.

Why the CEOs of large companies like
Enron are not being required to reimbursethe
money back and then serveaprison sentence,
| will never understand either. Clintonisnow
being hailed as a president of peace — HA!
What ajoke, although I’ m not laughing. have
Many peopleinthiscountry forgottenwhy we
areinthe Middle East — we arethereto pro-
mote peace and try to establish governments
where terrorists and leaders of TORTURE

from our
readers

® to the editor

AND DEATH DO NOT RULE! Why we
shouldrebuildthesecountriesisabig mystery
aswell. Did Japanrebuildfor usall the planes
and shipsthat they destroyed at Pearl Harbor?
ThisDOESNOT includeall thelivesthat were
lost thereaswell.

How quickly wehaveforgotten the horrific
saga of two lost towersin New York and the
Pentagonaswell, nottomentionall thebodies
falling to the ground with alarge thud. Weap-
ons of mass destruction — Y ES, OUR OWN
AIRPLANES—withpilotswhoworshipagod
of death. No thanks, I' m not giving this coun-
try to them and moving over therewherethey
do not even grow their own food. They could
beBUSY diggingupancient artifactsfromthe
sand and selling those at afat-cat pricetorich
collectors, and in turn pay for food aswell as
the messthey have made over here.

Personally, | try to be aconservative, and |
pinch pennies until they squeak. | can’t and |

How do we know the Bible

Though many people believe the Bibleis
from God, somedon’'t and otherswonder how
wecanbesureitis. TheBible scontentiswhat
showsittobefrom God, rather than men. How
so?

TheBible saccuracy isonethingthat shows
it to be from God. For example, when events
arerecordedintheBible, thetimeof day isof-
ten mentioned al ongwiththedateand place of
the event and specific names of peoplein-
volved.

Luke3:1, 2isoneexample: “Inthefifteenth
year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius
Pilatebeing governor of Judea, and Herod be-
ing tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip
tetrarch of theregionof Ituraeaand Trachonitis
and Lysaniastetrarch of Abilene, in the high-
priesthood of Annaand Caiaphas, theword of
God cameto John the son of Zechariahinthe
wilderness.”

Theexact time period ismentioned and the
namesof peopleinvolved, unlikemythsor sto-
ries passed down from generation to genera-
tion. Consider too that L uke was not present
for theseeventsandwrotehisgospel nearly 60
years after these happened.

Can you remember who was the president
of the United States 60 years ago? the gover-
nor of Kansas?thecity manager of Goodland?
Suchfactsarenot easy toremember, and some-
times names and dates are not even kept
straight in records. The accuracy of Luke's
gospel isjust one of many cases of accuracy
and detail intheBibleand showsthat theBible
isnot just agood story.

And other evidence shows it had to have
come from God. Job 26:7 saysthat God is
“hanging the earth upon nothing.”

How did Jobknow that?Hecouldn’ttakehis
space shuttle out for a cruise and look at the
earth. Many people in centuries more recent
than Job’s believed the earth was held up by
large elephants. But God could see the earth;
he even created it; and he would have known

sharon
corcoran

® yseitorlose it

it was* hanging upon nothing.”

This detail has been proven scientifically
accurate, and many of the people, placesand
datesinthe Bible have been confirmed by ar-
cheological findings. Whenall of theaccurate
detailsinthe Bibleare considered together, it
defies the likelihood that the men who re-
corded thoseeventsjust happenedtoknow all
thosedetails, evenwhenthey recorded events
they did notwitness, andthat they remembered
and recorded them accurately. A perfect, Al-
mighty God overseeing the project could,
however, ensureitsaccuracy.

Another evidencethat theBibleisfrom God
isitsharmony. Thoughwrittenby 40 different
peopleover aperiod of 1,600 years, itisauni-
fied production. Throughout its 66 books, the
Bible promotes worship of one God whose
characteristicsnever change.

Throughout the Bible, God's qualities are
described, and examples of hisworksarere-
corded that give evidence of those qualities.
Heinteracted with mankind and at timeseven
communi cated with peopledirectly.

Job 37:23 says, “ The Almighty — we can-
not find him; heisgreat in power and justice,
and abundant righteousness he will not vio-
late.”

God hasused hisunlimited power to create
the heavens and earth, to destroy enemies of
hispeopleandto protect righteousones. M ost
people are familiar with the Bible account in
Exodus 12-14 describing how God delivered
thelsraglitesout of davery in Egypt, evenpart-
ing the Red Seaso they could walk acrossit.

As the Egyptians followed, God used the
pillar of fireandthepillar of cloudtoleadand

don’'tget apaycheck raiseevery year. Bureau-
crats and politicians automatically receive
those. ME, well | depend oncropsthat areeaten
by bugs and pastures that prairie dogs dig up
and survive on with a vengeance. We can't
control those “white combines” (hail) and
yearsof drought that we contend with aswell.

Asfor President Bush, well he hasto estab-
lish peace in countries who have fought for
years., and who seemtodelightinthesmell of
death and the smell of blood on their hands.
Thosefightersaregoingto havesevenvirgins
waiting with open arms when they arrivein
heaven? Thisis another joke which | am not
laughing at.

| cannot believewhat thisworldhasbecome.
A massof peoplegatheringtogether toall have
their picturestakenintheNUDE — honestly!
Thereseemsto. bepractically NO. censorship
ontelevision. Weoncehad afew showsto pat-
ternour liveswith, showsthat wouldteachjus-
tice, moralsand values. Maybe that was back
when the West was won. Or was it?? Gangs,
dope, killings, rapes, kidnappings and terror-
istsstill goondaily.

WWJID?

Ruth Nichols

Kanorado

IS from God?

protect his people and then used the Red Sez
todestroy theEgyptians. What adisplay of his
power!

God'sjusticeis shown, among other ways,
in the laws he gave to the I sraglites through
M oses. Deuteronomy 24:17-21 showsthat he
commanded hispeopleto carefor, rather than
to take advantage of, weak ones, like widows
and orphans.

And Deuteronomy 10:17 says he “treats
nonewith partiality nor acceptsabribe.”

Romans 11:33 reminds us of another of
God’'squalitiesdescribedinthescriptures. “O
thedepth of therichesand wisdom and know!-
edge of God!”

And John 3:16 tells us: “ God so loved the
world that hegavehisonly Son, that whoever
believesinhimshouldnot perishbut haveeter-
nal life.”

The Bible depictsin word and deed an all-
powerful, loving, wiseand just God. Why?

Isaiah 41:8 says, “Israel my servant, Jacob,
whom| havechosen, theoffspring of Abraham,
my friend.”

God calledAbrahamhisfriend, and hewants
us, too, to behisfriends. How could we possi-
bly be his friends without knowing him? He
had the Biblerecorded with harmoniousinfor-
mation, revealing hispersonality to us, So we
could learnto trust in him, to do what isright
and toworship only him.

Thiscoherent descriptionof God' squalities
did not come from numerous different men;
they had help from God, inspiration. And we
can usethat information to draw closeto God
anddevelopafriendshipwithhimasAbraham
did.

Besidesthe Bible'saccuracy and detail and
itsinternal harmony inrevealing God’ sperson-
ality, its divine wisdom and the fact that the
Bible has survived despite opposition show it
tobefrom God. Detailsof theBible' ssurvival
anddivinewisdomwill bethetopicof my next
column.
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