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from our viewpoint...

Law wants to bring
new homesteaders

One of the more interesting thingsto pop up in Congresslast
year is something called the New Homestead Act, abill backed
by abipartisan coalition of prairielegislatorswhowant to usetax
incentivesto lure people back totheHigh Plains.

Kansas' Sen. Sam Brownback isoneof the principal sponsors.

Theplanwould givepeopletax creditsfor homepurchasesand
repay students' loansif they promised to livein atarget county
where population has been declining. Businesseswould get tax
credits for moving to the area or creating new jobs, and people
could save up with tax-free homestead investment accounts.

Aventurecapital fundwould back new businessesinthetarget
area, defined as counties which have lost at least 10 percent of
their populationinthelast 20 years.

Much of theTri-State areaof Kansas, Nebraskaand Colorado
wouldfitthebill. Somecounties, Decatur among them, havelost
that muchinfar lessthan 20 years.

It'snot that thereisreally anythingwrong withthisarea. Some
counties— mostly thosebol stered by alargestateinstitutionor a
packing plant— have held steady or grown.

Most of us have farm-based economies that simply can't be
sustained asthe number of farm families continuesto decline.

That isatrend that’s been unbendable since about 1900. And
for morethanacentury, thegovernment hastriedto stemthetide.

Thetruthis, though, that no matter how many billionsthegov-
ernment hasthrown at the“farm problem,” the number of farm-
ershascontinued to shrink. It'sbeen that way pretty much since
CyrusMcCormick invented the reaper.

Andtheevidencesuggeststhat nothing thegovernment cando
will change that trend. Farm population will continue to shrink
for afew moredecades, thenbottom out withfarmersnolonger a
significant forcein the population.

Andall that money thegovernment spent, well maybeit hel ped
somebody. But it won’t have changed thefactsof life.

Thisnew bill?

Who knows. Tax credits and help on students’ loans haven't
been spectacul arly successful inendingtherural doctor shortage.
Is there any reason they would work better on the populations
shortage?

That dependsto some extend on thefinal language of thehill,
assumingit passes. Someincentivesmight work, whileotherswill
fall flat. Theonly way to know for sureistotry.

Thefive-year indenture seemsflawed, for onething. What in-
centivewill peoplehaveto not just tomoveto someother town at
the end of the period?

And then thereisAmerica’s cultural biasin favor of cities,
against small towns.

Weidolizetherura life, but noonewantstolivemorethan hal f
an hour fromthemall.

Will it work?Who knows.

Butit’sniceto seesomeoneat least makinganefforttohelpus.
—Seve Haynes
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| don’tknow about you, but | oftenget asked
some challenging questions.

Sunday was Father’s Day. We honored our
fathers, livingand dead, inour church service.
But during theinformal time of our service, a
childquestionedwhy therewasaM other’ sDay
and aFather’'sDay but noKid'sDay?

Thinking on my feet — especially in front
of agroup of people— isalwaysachallenge
for me.

My answer was: “Well therereally isaday
wecelebrateasChildren’sDay, but | can'ttell
you exactly whenitis. But then, many people
say that every day isChildren’sDay.”

So there were two answers, and he could
accept theone he preferred.

Sotoday | looked all through my calendars.

Onedidn'tlist Children’'s Day at al; it had
Grandparent’s Day and (to my surprise) Par-
ents' Day, but nothing for children — except
Festival of the Christian Home, which isthe

mothers,

® commentary

sameday asMother’sDay.

| had more success with calendar number
two. National Children’sDay isOctober 12th
thisyear.

We |l haveto remember to mentionthat and
honor the children when it comesaround.

Thinkingabout childrentoday, | thought1'd
share some of my favorite quotes— all by
unknown authors:

1. Advicefor theday: If you havealot of
tensionandyou get aheadache, dowhat it says
on theaspirin bottle: “ Taketwo Aspirin” and
“Keep away from children.”

2. You spendthefirsttwoyearsof their life

but childTen?

teachingthemtowalk andtalk. Thenyou spend
the next 16 yearstelling them to sit down and
shut-up.

3. Grandchildren are God's reward to you
for not killing your children.

4. Mothersof teensknow why someanimal s
eat their young.

5. Children seldom misquote you. In fact,
they usually repeat word for word what you
shouldn’t have said.

6. The main purpose of holding children’s
partiesistoremindyourself that therearechil-
dren more awful than your own.

7. We child proofed our home 3 years ago
andthey’restill gettingin!

Andthenthereistheonethatissotrueit may
not befunny at all:

“Be nice to your kids. Someday, they’ll
chooseyour nursing home.”

| supposeits humor depends on which side
of the generation gap you' reon!

Recipes for entertaining kids

With school being out how many times do
parents hear ‘I’ m bored’ ? The following cre-
ative craft ideas are provided by Jeanne
Thyfault of the Resourceand Referral Agency
at Colby Community College.Alibrary of child
carematerialsisavailablethroughthem. Their
toll freetel ephonenumber is1-888-634-9350.

Lint modeling

3cupsdryer lint

2 cupscold or warm water

2/3 cupsflour

3dropsoail of cloves(optional)

Stir lint and water in asaucepan. Add flour
and stir to prevent lumps. Add oil of cloves.
Cook over low heat and stir until mixtureforms
peaks. Pour out amd cool on newspapers.
Shape over boxes, bottles, balloons or press
into amold or use like paper mache. Makes
approximately 4 cupsand driesin 3-5days. It
is very hard and durable. Dries smooth if
pressedintoamoldbut driesrougher if shaped
over an object.

Play clay

1 cup baking soda

pat
schiefen
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1/2 cup cornstarch

2/3 cup warmwater

food coloring or poster paints, shellac or
clear nail polish

Mix baking sodaand cornstarchin asauce-
pan.Addwater and stir until smooth. Over me-
dium heat, boil and stir until is resembles
mashed potatoes. Pour on board to cool.
Knead. For color, knead col oringintoclay until
blended or paint when finished. When dried
brushwith shellac or nail polish. Makes1 1/2
cups and recipes doubles well. Hardens
quickly and storesfor several weeksinanair-
tight container.

Dioramaand map modeling clay
(Driesin onetothree days)

2 partssalt

1 part flour

1 part water

food coloring or temparapaints

Mis salt and flour in abowl! and add water
until mixture resemblesicing. Add food col-
oring in small amounts until blended or paint
competed project. Useat once. Spread mixture
onheavy cardboard. Buildupmountainsalittle
at atimeby drying each layer.

Permanent sand castle

1/3 cupflour

2 tablespoons sugar

1 cup water

6 cupssand

Mix flour and sugar in a saucepan. Gradu-
aly add water while stirring. Cook over low
heat constantly stirring until clear. Remove
from the stove and cool. Mix with sand. Add
water until mixtureisclay like. Pack firmlyinto
containers(cans, plastic cups, small buckets).
Start with largest shapes. Driesto permanent
hardness. Cut windows and shapes with &
spoon, stick or other tools.

U.S.A. won war; Is vanquished in peace?

TotheEditor:

If theterroristswereintelligent enough to
use our airplanesto strike American targets,
if Osama Bin Laden and Saddam Hussein
were conspirators, bribing the Mafia or dar-
ing the abortioniststo euthanize them woul d
be cheaper thanwar, indollarsandlives.

Theeconomicstimuli by putting theunem-
ployedinthemilitary and huge contracts for
armamentsarefleeting asafirefly. How many
war dollars are on the national debt for your
grandchildren’skidstopay?Thefuel usedand
restorationwould havebuilt alot of roadsand
driven many mileshere.

Abolishtheincometax. A sal estax exempt-
ingfood sotaxpayerswon’tstarveislesscost,
hassleandfairer. Get rid of theincomeredis-

from our
readers

® to the editor

tributions system How can you justify taxing
all the peopleto enrich one?

Bestow agovernment gift, welfare subsidy,
exceedingthelegal exemptionfor ataxpayer?
L et alone pouring two-thirds of the moolaon
10 percent of thefarmers?

What profit have you received from your
dollars the Cheat Off crowd seized? If you
haven't madeaprofit fromyour branded beef,

how canyou get rid of acountry of originlaw,
increasing cost and tyranny on all producers®
Label the imports with atariff! Would you
hobble cowboys, demand packers K eep a bit
of hide and hair in meat? Brands and tatoos
require hide. If gone, shop Wal-Mart, eat
McDonads!

Does anybody check country of origin on
tools, clothes, menus, etc?

“Forwhat shall it profitamanif heshall gain
thewholeworld andlosehisown soul.” Mark
8:36

Frank Sowers

Benkelman, Neb.

PS: Thenovelity of country of originisfor-
gotten as consumers compare quality and
pricel
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WANNA SEE THE
PICTURE-IN-
PICTURE ?

I'M NOT
WORTHY!




