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Commissioners hear budget requests

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County commissioners
Tuesday heard requestsfor money
from the Sherman County Histori-
cal Society and the Thomas Al co-
hol and Drug Abuse Council and
received aletter from the Hospice
Servicesasking for money.

The commissionerswill meet at
8 a.m. on Tuesday to discuss the
solid waste fee, and discuss ap-
pointments to the Goodland Re-
gional Medical Center Board.

The solid waste fee must be set
before July 1 each year. Currently
thefeeis$150ayear for every resi-
dence in the county, and the com-
mercial fees vary by the type of
business.

Dave Branda and Lloyd
Holbrook of the Sherman County
Historical Society talked to the
commissioners about the projects
the society isinvolved in and re-
quested the county continue their
supportwiththe.2 millsof property
tax asthey didlast year.

The county money brought in
$11,500last year, but County Clerk
Janet Rumpel said sincethecounty
valuation will drop this year there
will beadrop intheamount the so-
ciety will receive with the .2 mill
levy.

“We thank you for the county
support,” Branda said, “We know
the times are tough, but without
your help we probably would not
havea historical society.”

Hesaidthesociety hasbeenlook-
ing for ways to cut costs and be
more efficient. He said they have
cut staffing at the historic school

Saturday was a perfect day for the Sherman County Historical Society’s garage sale at the Victorian
House on 13th and Center, which raised $700. Dave Branda and Lloyd Holbrook Tuesday asked the
county commissioners to continue the county support for the historical society.
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house located north of the High
Plains Museum, and reduced the
staffing at the historic houseonthe
corner of 13th and Center by using
morevolunteers.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
asked if the society was managing
tokeep upwiththemaintenanceon
thebuildings, and Brandasaid they
had a few projectsto work on this
summer, but that they werekeeping

up with the maintenance.

Branda said the society has had
some luck with some fund raising
projects this year, and that the ga-
rage sale on Saturday brought in
$700. Hesaid they haveenoughor-
dersof theminiaturepioneer statue
to goforward with the project, and
aredtill taking orders.

The commissioners received a
letter in the mail from the Hospice

Servicesrequesting thecounty con-
tinue budgeting the $10,000 for
their services as they havein the
past year. Hospi cedeal swith people
and the families of those who are
terminalyill.

The commissioners gave
Rumpel the letter and the request
from the historical society to in-
clude in the upcoming proposed
budget.

TheThomasCounty Alcohol and
DrugAbuseCouncil ExecutiveDi-
rector Nina Carpenter asked the
commissioners to continue the
funding of their program, and that
the organization served about the
same number of peoplelast year as
theyear before.

“Thestateiscutting our money,”
Carpenter said. “Or actually telling
us how we can use the money they
aregivingus. They arerequiring us
tohaveadliding scalefor thosewho
do not fit the 100 percent funding
criteria”

Therequest to Sherman County
is for 50 percent of the liquor and
cigarette salestaxesreceived from
thestate. Overthepast several years
thishasbeen about $5,000 per year.

The commissioners asked
Rumpel if the state was going to
continue sending thismoney tothe
county, andshesaiditwasoneof the
few that the statehadindi cated they
would continueto send downtothe
counties.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
saidit wasagood program, but ad-
mitted shemight beabit prejudiced
because she was a member of the
council.

Asked about the type of drug
cases she has been seeing Selby
said, ‘| seeitinthejunior high and
uptoage15, but not that much over
that. Thesearethe oneswearetry-
ingtohelp.”

“We are working with some 14-
15 year old girlsin the program,”
Carpenter said, “and it is hard to
work with them on some drugs.
Many are able to get themselves
straightened out, but therearesome

whofinditareal struggle

The commissioners said they
would probably continuethisfund-
ing aslong asthestatewasgoingto
send the liquor and cigarette tax
money back tothecounty. Theother
50 percent of themoney isgiventc
anal cohol and drug abuse program
operated through the Goodlanc
Regional Medical Center.

On a money related issue the
commissioners received a request
from the Goodland Chamber of
Commerceto givethem $1,000to-
wardthefireworksfor the Freedom
Fest tobeheld on July 4. The com-
missionersfelt they could affordto
give the same amount as last year
and approved giving the chamber
$500.

Curt Way, publicworksmanager,
talked to the commissioners aboult
repairing the roof of the county
shop. He said he had bids on aspe-
cial type of roof material which
would havea10 year warranty.

The commissioners ask Way to
get moreinformation about theroof
material, and possible buildings
where it has been applied to give
them achanceto learn about it be-
foremaking adecision.

The commissioners approved
having DorendoHarrel usesomeof
the bio-terrorism money to pur-
chase an emergency generator for
the County Health Department.
They suggested that as part of the
generator project shefind away tc
store the generator near the health
department building, and establish
a maintenance program to make
surethegenerator isalwaysinrun-
ning condition.

Cause of fire being investigated by fire marshal

By Shannon Davidson
The Goodland Star-News

PoliceChief Ray Smeehad some
detailsregarding theexplosionand
fireat 1606 Texasthat occurredin
theearly morning hoursonWednes-
day, June 11.

Theexplosiondamaged apickup
belonging to Mastec and the home
owned by Marilyn Bohl.

Rod Oldridge from the Salina
Fire marshal’s office along with

RonHarrisof theWichitaFireMar-
shal office came to Goodland to
help determinethecauseof thefire.
Smee said they examined the
pickup in detail and determined it
wasanincinderary explosion. They
aretill investigating the cause but
believeitwasdeliberately startedin
the bed of the pickup.

Smee does not believethethree
men in the house are involved. He
said one of the men in the house

New student?

Animal Control officer Jim Gillespie held a three footlong bull
shake found in the breeze way of Goodland High Wednes-
day afternoon. Photo by Shannon Davidson/The Goodland Star-news

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
should befair and factual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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heard a noise that woke him up
about 4:45a.m. and found thetruck
onfire.Hetriedtomovethevehicle,
but the heat wastoo intense.

Hethenwent back into thehouse
to call 911 and wake up the other
two meninthehouseto get out. As
they wereleaving thehouseapaint
can from the back of the truck
launched into the house through a
window spreading thefireinto the
house.

Newspaper welcomes

“Threeyearsago | wasacollege
student without aclueastowhat my
career wasgoingtobe,” said Shan-
non Marie Davidson. “Wandering
through campusl strolled
intotheofficeof journal-
ism and began to ask
questions. | metthechair
of the department, Kenn
Bisio, and my life
changed.

“1 learned how to load
filmintoacameraand see
the world through alens
along with both eyes.
Fromthat pointonl knew
| wanted to be aphotojournalist.”

A recent graduate of Metropoli-
tan State Collegeof Denver’sJour-
nalism program, Davidson began
looking for work. She had been
workingasaneditorial assistantand
freelance photographer for The
Denver Post wherethenewseditor
suggested she get out and get some
experienceinasmaller newspaper.

“1 sent my photography portfo-

Davidson

The three men were renting the
house and work for Mastec.

Smeesaidthey arelooking at spe-
cifictypesof explosivedevicesthat
would causethetypeof destruction
found in the pickup, and said they
arelooking at several leads.

Smee asked anyone who may
have information about the explo-
sion and fireisencouraged to con-
tact the Goodland AreaCrime Stop-
pers at 899-5665 or 1-800-KS-

lio to the vast amounts of newspa-
persinthiscountry whosedeadline
| could make,” shesaid.

“Then at aconferencein aDen-
ver hotel in February |
passed out my portfolioto
eachtable, only tofindthat
most papers didn’t want
photographers they were
lookingfor advertisersand
reporters.”

Much to my dismay |
begantoloseinterest, then
| saw atableoff totheside
with two people waiting
for the next person to chat
with. Steveand CynthiaHaynesof
The Goodland Star-News intro-
ducedthemsel vesand told meabout
Kansas.

“Being a Denver Native It
seemed as though Kansas was a
whole different country. | smiled
andsaid‘ Surel wouldbewillingto
giveKansasatry.’

“Theninablink of aneyel hada
degreein my hand and a career to
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Crime with any information.
Goodland Crime Stoppers will of-
ferupto$1,000rewardforinforma-
tionleadingtothearrest and convic-
tion of thoseinvolved, and because
abombwasinvolvedthestatecrime
stopperswill offer areward of upto
$5,000rewardforinformation|lead-
ing to the arrest and conviction of
the personinvolved.
Onanunrelated matter Smeesaid
hereceived acheck for $1,000from

Archer DanielsMidland Company.
The check will be given to the
Goodland Crime Stoppersasaspe-
cific reward for information about
who was involved in the damage
doneto the Collingwood Grain El-
evatoronMay 2. The$1,000will be
offeredfor theinformationleading
tothearrest and conviction of those
involved. Anyonewith Crimeinfor-
mationcancall theGoodland Crime
Stoppers at 899-5665.

new staff reporter

start. | gave my two week noticeat
The Denver Post and packed.”

Hearing storiesfrom TheDenver
Post photography staff on smaller
newspapers and the lessons to be
learned, everyone encouraged me
to embrace Goodland for all it has
to offer.

“Now in anew state with a new
job my career has begun. The
Goodland Star-News has become
theplacewherel will gettokeepmy
shutter snapping, my writing sharp
and theroad of my career started. |
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couldn’t have picked a better
place.”

ShannonwasborninDenver and
graduated from Wheatridge High
School and received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in photojournalism
fromMetropolitan State Collegeof
Denver.

“Wearepl easedthat Shannon has
cometo Goodland,” said Tom Betz,
Editor of TheGoodland Star-News.
“Itisgoodtohavefreshyoungeyes
tolook at thingsandto helptell the
many stories about Goodland.
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