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from our viewpoint...

Streamlined sales tax
anything but simple

Here’s another example of why the Legislature shouldn’t pass
complicated bills late in the session.

It’s called the Streamlined Uniform Sales Tax. But like many
things in government, it’s not streamlined and hardly uniform.

Infact, for Kansas businesses, it may be more like anightmare.

It was a bill that came up late in the session, with backing from
the governor and the Department of Revenue.

The idea itself is laudable: to tax all sales, including Internet
and catalog sales, fairly and uniformly.

It sounded so good to the Legislature that both houses passed
the bill with little serious debate. No extended hearings where
business owners could hear about the law and question its provi-
sions. No fanfare in the press.

Then, in the House, someone said it would be a good thing to
implement the law this year, not in 2004 as the revenue depart-
ment had proposed. And voila! It was done.

That gave the department just a couple of months to draw up
regulations and put the changes covered by the bill into effect.
The department was hardly ready for that.

During what hearings there were on the bill, the secretary of
revenue was heard to mumble something about changes in “sourc-
ing” rules under the law. No one, apparently, questioned that much.

Until mid-June, when the departmentissued a letter to all busi-
nesses spelling out what the law demanded.

Sourcing, it turns out, means deciding what tax rate to apply to
a sale. Traditionally, it’s been the location of the seller for most
sales. Now, it will be the location of the buyer, at least if the sale is
in Kansas.

That makes sense. If all, or even most, states apply the sales tax
that way, then it would be possible to require Internet and catalog
sellers to do the same.

That’s agood goal. We’ve said so several times. Butit’snotone
that’s easily attainable. Sales tax reports that once contained a few
lines now may have hundreds.

No software available today will “source” sales tax rates, even
by zip code. The states have promised to provide help, but atleast
in Kansas, they’re not ready. Neither are private vendors who
supply business billing and mailing software.

And the task is not easy. Postal codes are commonly used to
demark territory, but many Zips in Kansas (and elsewhere) cover
more than one tax territory. It’s common for cities and their coun-
ties to have different rates, for instance, and equally common for
a zip code to cover both city and rural territory or more than one
city.

Despite that, Kansas businesses have been given just two weeks
to prepare for this law. The revenue department says it’s willing
to give people six months to comply, but it might take six years
for business systems to catch up.

As one legislator said, “It’s no wonder people get fed up with
us.”

Like many things in Washington and Topeka, it’s a good idea
gone wrong.

We do need to tax Internet and catalog sales. It’s grossly unfair
tohometown merchants that out-of-state retailers have the advan-
tage of tax-free selling.

But it’s also grossly unfair to dump yet another expensive —
and undoable — tax on Kansas businesses. — Steve Haynes
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It seems a lot of people ignore problems

I don’t know about you, but I think a lot of
people try to ignore problems.

I have never understood how you solve a
problem that you refuse to admit is there.
Someone once said, “Why stick your head in
the sand?” Answer: “Because there’s nothing
worth looking at.”

And maybe that’s what has happened to our
society.

We’ve avoided problems or felt there was
nothing we could do to solve them, and so our
society has become one of which we’re no
longer proud.

It is difficult for me to watch a lot of TV
shows; they make me too sad.

When did our inner cities succumb to
homelessness, graffiti, drugs, violence, etc.?
How did we ever allow it to spill over into the
small towns? When did we begin accepting it
all?

An editorial I read the other day said it was
when parents both began working outside the
home. I guess I have to admit I tend to agree
with that writer.

Someone else has said, “For years, funda-
mentalist Christians have considered partici-
pation in politics akin to sin. And the resultis
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that we are now living in a society whose laws
were shaped for and by the politicians our
avoidance allowed to be elected.

We cannot avoid that result. Yet we act as
though we had nothing to do with the society
that is evolving from it.”

We complain about the direction our coun-
try has taken, but few of us are even informed
voters. Sadly, societies tend to reflect the mo-
rality of their constituents, not the other way
around.

We must getinvolved. We need to speak out
to our elected leaders, telling them how and
why we disagree with or supportissues. (Com-
plaining over coffee at the donut shops does
little good.)

We need to get involved in the whole pro-
cess. Allowing this nation to become anti-re-
ligion, anti-human rights, anti-whatever else
we value is the real sin.

Christians need to follow the example of
their leader. Jesus Christ got involved in radi-
calideas, fighting the status quo of His day. He
spoke against rules and regulations that ham-
pered people instead of helping them. He
spoke out against laws that seemingly existed
just for law’s sake. He said that people were
more important than rules.

We brag that we live in a country where we
can speak openly and freely. How much longer
do you think that will be? More and more we
see reprisals against those who dare to fight
against the tide of “popular” opinion. Maybe
they are just ridiculed. It still is harmful — to
them and to the one who ridicules.

Freedoms are eroding, and we stand by and
demand more governmentintervention to stop
it. Does anyone see how contradictive thatis?
I'think we each need to accept more responsi-
bility for theirloss. We can’thave it both ways.
We need to take care of ourselves and others
or pay high taxes so the government can do it.
Government gets money for all the programs
we seem to think it should provide FROM US!

We are the government.

Think about it as you celebrate the birthday
of our nation.
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Burbon Street, Jazz, highlights of the Big Easy

comes to your mind?

Bourbon Street, jazz, Mardi Gras, swamps,
food, alcohol, the War of 1812, partying, sin,
sex and booze?

You’re right — all that and more.

We just spent several days recently in The
Big Easy, and we saw alittle of all of the above.
And a few things we hadn’t bargained for.

Our hotel took up ablock in the French Quar-
ter, with one side facing Bourbon Street. We
had a nice room overlooking the hotel pool,
which was in a courtyard in the middle. The
kids—oldestdaughter Felicia and her husband
Nik — had a balcony room overlooking the
famous street of sin. Their’s was a great room
for watching the moving party and a bad one
for sleeping.

We walked everywhere and putin more than
15 miles during our four-day visit.

We arrived on Wednesday and went out for
red beans, rice, sausage, crawfish and shrimp.
The food was great.

Thursday, the plan was to go to the aquarium,
take a boat ride to the zoo and then take the
streetcar back to the hotel. We did most of those
things in the rain.

The aquarium was great and we saw the al-
ligators. The boat ride up the Mississippi was
in the rain, so we didn’t see very much but a
couple of tugs and an angry river. It was still
raining when we got to the zoo, and zoos tend
to be outdoors, so we took a quick tour and
headed for the street car.

The ride was great for the first 15 blocks, but
we noticed that the water was filling the streets
and people were starting to abandon their ve-
hicles. We soon had to abandon the streetcar
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park their cars on the tracks — the highest
ground around. It was a long, wet walk.

At the hotel, we encountered sandbags and
learned that the French Quarter had been
flooded while we were out playing in the wa-
ter.

As the water receded, we headed down the
street to see what night life was like on Bour-
bon Street. That’s where we found the sin, sex
and booze.

As folks held out 25-cent Mardi Gras beads
from the many balconies, college boys and
girls would show off parts of their anatomies
normally covered so that they could get the
beads. You could also pay to see just about any
form of strip show there is. Shops offered items
of clothing made out of net, feathers, leather
and tiny bits of cloth. Every other storefront
was a bar and alcohol was sold on the street,
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Friday, Felicia and I took a homes tour and
attended a cooking school. Now we can cook
gumbo, jambalaya, bread pudding and pra-
lines. We also went down to the French Mar-
ket to purchase T shirts, Mardi Gras beads and
masks and feather boas.

That night, Bourbon Street was filled with
party-goers. Most of them were young and
drunk. Many were dressed up in wild outfits
with fancy hats, feathers, short shorts or skirts
and tall shoes. This was a slow nightin the sum-
mer. [ can’timagine how crowded the place is
during Mardi Gras.

I really didn’t see much about the War of
1812, but they do have statues to Joan of Arc,
Robert E. Lee and Andrew Jackson in town.
The swamp I only saw from the plane as we left.

Next trip, [ plan to see areal swamp close up
and visit one of the voodoo shops and a cem-
etery.

Of course, it only took me 55 years to make
the first trip. Who knows how long it’1l be be-
fore I return.
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