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from our viewpoint...

Governors visit
highlights harvet

It was a great boost to have Gov. Kathleen Sebelius come to
Sherman County and have her saying nice things about theim-
portance of agricultureto the state’seconomy.

Whiletherehasbeen somehail, thewheat harvestisnearly over
and theestimatesareit isthe best in at |east four years. Sebelius
said shewastolditis 70 percent larger thanlast year and the big-
gest since 1999.

Her appearance on Ken Palmgren’sfarm isthe best publicity
theareacould hopefor, and the photosand story will havewide-
spread effectsin the eastern part of the state and beyond.

Celebratingagood wheat harvestisnot only good newsfor the
state, but it isthe kind of thing that can have positiveimpactson
the people of Sherman County.

Itisthebest newsin several years, and theincreased moisture
this year seems — to most people — to indicate an end of the
drought.

Thosewho watched thegovernor inthe combineand at theel -
evator said it was good to see her interest in agriculture, and that
sheasked good questions. Most said it wasgood to seeher inthe
region, because sometimesthe western part of the state getsfor-
gotten.

The governor madeit clear to the audience at the Buffalo Inn
she understands the importance of the ag economy to the state
when shesaid that 40 percent of thejobsinthestatearerelated to
agriculture.

“Whenthingsdowell inag,” shesaid, “weall dowell.”

Shedidn’t pull any puncheswhen asked about the state finan-
cial picture, but did say the state had made agood start at moving
inamore stable direction. She admitted the state’s cut of the de-
mand transfersto the citiesand countieswould hurt.

“Weknow thisiscritica toyou, but | can’twavemy magicwand
and makeit all better,” shesaid.

Wewere glad she came, and hope she found the hospitality as
genuine as the wheat harvest we are celebrating. There will be
more cel ebrationsasthe economy continuesitsrecovery andthe
harvestscontinuetoroll in.

We hope she comesback soontojoinusin celebrating themas
well. —Tom Betz
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Spreading my cars around Kansas

My family has accused me aleaving cars all
over Kansas.

Thisisn't true — | haven't even been near
southwestern Kansas.

First, you should know, | havetwo vehicles.

The Seabring is my regular car. It has power
everything and asun roof. It isareasonably new
car that isalmost, but not quite, paid for.

TheProbeismy oldcar | got brand new for my
birthday in 1990. | loved it. It isred, sporty and
fast. More than half the members of my family
have gotten speeding tickets while driving my
Probe.

My son, however, lost control of itonagravel
road about five or six years ago and drove it
through abarbed wirefence.

| usedtheinsurancemoney asadown payment
onthe Seabring, but couldn’t bringmyself to part
withtheProbe, eventhoughit hadalmost 100,000
milesonitandlookedlikeaherd of octopuswith
keysthat had got crazy onit. It had morescratches
thanacat fight.

Sol gotit painted, and now | havetwovehicles.

| usually send the Probe to Colorado for the
summer so that I'll have avehicleto get around
in while Steveis out fishing. | haven't gotten
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around tothat yet thisyear, however.

Twoweeksago, | drovethe Seabringto Good-
land andleftitwith afriend and co-worker, Tom
Betz, whileSteveand | droveontotheairportin
Denver to catch our flight to New Orleans.

Tom’sdaughter had just moved to Idaho and
her car died ontheway. Helent her hisvehicleto
move and hasn’'t beento Idahoto get it yet.

See, I’'mnot the only onetoleavevehiclesall
over theplace.

Ontheway back fromtheairport, wedecided
to take the shorter route of U.S. 36, which does
not go through Goodland, and just leave the car
with Tomfor alittlewhilelonger.

But, then the weather got really hot and the
Probe, which | wasdriving here, doesn’'t havea
workingair conditioner.

Tom suggested that | trade carswith him. He
would take the old Probe and | would get the

Seabringwithitswonderful air conditioner back.
Hesaid he'sriding hisbiketo work anyway, be-
causeit’sbetter for him.

Yes. Yes. Yes. What awonderful idea. Thank
you.

Wetraded vehiclesin Colby after our monthly
news meeting therelast week.

| immediately turned around and drove to
Concordiato seemy Mom on Friday.

After visiting for about four hours, Steve
showed upandweheaded off inhisvehicletosee
the children in Lawrence. The Seabring stayed
at the parking lot where my mother livesin
Concordia

So, asyou can see, I’'m not littering the state
with cars— just the northwest part of it.

| picked the Seabring up on Saturday as Steve
and | headed hometo Oberlin. Now, all wehave
to do isget my Probe back from Tom in Good-
landand send it to Coloradofor thesummer. Out
there, no one caresif it'sgot air conditioning or
not.

And, if you know anyone heading for Idaho
soon, please contact Tom at The Goodland Star-
News. | think he’slooking for aone-way ride.

He'll drive himself home.

Bible inspired by God, how he did It

Inmy last two columns, publishedintheJune
17and, June24,issuesof TheGoodland Star-
News, | talked about evidencethat theBibleis
from God. Thiscolumnwill bedevotedtoHis
methods of inspiration — dictation, visions,
dreamsand trancesand divinerevelation.

God dictated portions of the Bible to the
writers. Anexampleisfound at Exodus34:27,
28: “And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Write
thesewords; in accordancewith thesewordsl|
have made a covenant with you and with Is-
rael.” And he was there with the LORD forty
daysandforty nights; heneither ate bread nor
drank water. And hewrote upon thetablesthe
words of the covenant, the ten command-
ments.”

Another example of dictation isfound at
Isaiah 37:5, 6: “When the servants of King
Hezekiah cameto I saiah, Isaiah said to them,
‘ Say toyour master, “ ThussaystheL ORD: Do
not beafraid becauseof thewordsthat youhave
heard, with which the servants of the king of
Assyriahavereviledme.”"”

Avisionisasight, scene or message super-
imposed upon a person’s mind while heis
awake, usually by someextraordinary means.
One exampleisfound at Luke 9:28-36, the
account of Jesus' transfiguration.

Peter, Jamesand John“ kept awake,” accord-
ing to verse 32 but saw avision of Jesustalk-
ing with Moses and Elijah and heard God's
voiceout of acloud.

M essages recorded in the Bible were also
conveyed in dreams or night visions. Daniel
4:10 says, “ Thevisionsof my head asl lay in
bed werethese: | saw, and behold, atreeinthe
midst of theearth; and itsheight wasgreat.”

This was not an ordinary dream. It was a
prophecy, anditsmeaningwasexplainedinthe
Bible, aong with how it wasfulfilled with re-
gard to King Nebuchadnezzar.
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A person in atrance would bein a state of
deep concentration. OnecaseinwhichaBible
writer received information in that state was
the case of Peter recorded at Acts 10:9-16.
Verses9b-11 say, “ Peter went up onthehouse-
top to pray, about the sixth hour. And he be-
camehungry and desired somethingto eat; but
while they were preparing it, he fell into a
trance and saw the heaven opened, and some-
thing descending, like agreat sheet, let down
by four cornersupontheearth.”

Paul recorded another example at 2
Corinthians 12:2-4: “1 know aman in Christ
who fourteen years ago was caught up to the
third heaven — whether in the body or out of
the body | do not know, God knows. And |
know that this man was caught up into para-
dise—whether inthebody or out of thebody
| do not know, God knows — and he heard
thingsthat cannot betol d, which man may not
utter.”

Divinerevelationwasgiventhroughvisions
and other means to convey information only
God would know, such as prophecies, which
arehistory writteninadvance, and eventsman-
kind did not witness, such as the creation of
heaven and earth and conversationsthat took
placein heaven.

Oneexampleof prophecy isfoundat Daniel
8:1-8. Itisexplainedin verses 20-22: “ Asfor
the ram which you saw with the two horns,
these are the kings of Mediaand Persia. And
thehe-goat istheking of Greece; andthegreat
horn between hiseyesisthefirst king. Asfor

thehornthat wasbroken, inplaceof whichfour
othersarose, four kingdomsshall arisefromhis
nation, but not with hispower.”

This prophecy was recorded 200 years be-
fore the rule of Alexander the Great, whose
kingdom was divided among four of hisgen-
eralsafter hisdeath. Thefour general sdid not
rulewith hispower.

Conversationsin heaven between God and
Satan are recorded at Job 1:6-12 and 2:1-6.
Verses6and 7 say, “ Now therewasaday when
the sons of God came to present themsel ves
beforetheL ORD, and Satan al so cameamong
them. TheLORD saidto Satan, * Whencehave
youcome? SatanansweredtheLORD, ‘ From
going to and fro on the earth, and from wal k-
ing up and downonit.’”

A prophecy recorded 200yearsbeforeitwas
accurately fulfilled and conversations in
heaven obviously could not be from human
sources.

No matter what methodswereusedtotrans-
mit it, the entire Bible is the word of God as
stated at 1 Thessalonians 2:13, “And we also
thank God constantly for this, that when you
received the word of God which you hearc
fromus, you acceptedit not astheword of men
butaswhatitrealyis, theword of God, which
isat work inyou believers.”

Jesuspromised hisfollowersat John 14:26:
“But the hel per, the holy spirit, which the Fa-
ther will send in my name, that onewill teach
you all thingsand bring back toyour mindsall
thethingsl told you.”

God'sholy spiritwasinstrumental inrecord-
ing Histhoughtsin the Biblethrough inspira-
tion, making the scripturesas 2 Timothy 3:16
says, “beneficial for teaching, for reproving,
for setting things straight, for disciplining in
righteousness.”
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