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from our viewpoint...

‘Home rule’ powers
open Sunday sales

Back east, Kansascitiestired of seeing liquor salesand the ac-
companying taxesflow acrossthe stateline have started arebel -
lion.

They’ vedeclared“homerul€e’ power over liquor sales, claim-
ing that liquor law don’t apply uniformly to all cities and coun-

exempt itself.

jointsand bars.
stateinthe new century, itisalong-overdue change.

competitionover serviceor prices. Thishelpsmakethingseasier
for store owners, but can only hurt customers.

ownersought to make those decisions.
store advertising Sunday sales might belie hismodesty.

liberal law. He said it’d be only a matter of time until other re-
will make money on Sundays.

the 1960s after the courts struck down the general Sunday clos-
inglawwhenthe Safeway chaindefiedit. Today, retailingisram-
pant on Sundays, though many merchants probably regret that.

Only afew Sunday closing lawsremain— car deal ers, through
their licensing board, haveastrong unionthat keepsthem closed,
for instance.

hoursand days. The only reasonsfor it areto suppress competi-
tion, to the detriment of consumers, or to enforcereligious pref-
erences. Neither isavalid state objective.

statereally can’t keep peoplefrom shopping when they want to.
For years, stateliquor agentshavetried to catch peoplebringing
Missouri (or Nebraska) potablesacrosstheborder. But for every
guy caught with atrunkload of hooch, 99 got through.

It'slike sticking afinger in aleak while others spring up all
around. Did you ever hear of anyone you know getting busted
running winefrom Nebraskaon aSunday? Useither.

Thisisnot anissuethat will make or break anyonein Kansas.
Thingsmay not change much except inthe Kansas City areafor
the next few years, but changeiscoming— whether welikeit or
not. —Steve Haynes
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ties. And if astate law isnot uniform, then a city or county can

Now storesin several Kansascitiesarebrazenly selling booze
on Sundays. Next thing you know, they’ll be opening the beer

And whilethis may not be the greatest thing to happen to the
Kansasliquor stores are astate-licensed monopoly with little
It'sjust not thestate' splaceto say what pricesstorescancharge
or when they can be open. In a free-enterprise economy, store

One Missouri liquor dealer told reporters that being open on
Sundayswasn't all that great, though the hugebillboard over his

Hesaid K ansasliquor storeownershadthingspretty good, with
theregulated competition and set hours, and might regret amore

straintsto competitionfall, and predicted that few Kansas stores

Nonethel ess, the floodgates are open now. It'slikethedaysin

Thestatereally should get out of thebusinessof regulatingstore

Changing theliquor sales ban isan admission at least that the

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House Office
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Cats spending the summer on the road

Youngest daughter has been rather careless
with her cats thislast month. She has picked
them up and dropped them off across two
states.

It all started when she stopped by our house
ontheway toher summer jobinColorado. She
brought her two cats— Jez and Rupert.

Since shewas staying acouple of days, she
let the cats out of their carriers. They met our
three cats and therewas magic inthe air. Un-
fortunately, it was black magic. They hated
each other onsight.

Still, within acoupleof days, al wascam.

Thenitwastimetorepack thevisitorsfor the
next leg of thetrip from Lawrenceto Creede,
Colo.

Jez was caught and caged, but Rupert was
nowhereto befound.

After searching high and low, daughter fi-
nally abandoned her to afew more weeksin
enemy territory.

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

Here she stayed until daughter came back
through ontheway back toL awrencefor some
meetings and a doctor’s appointment about
threeweeks|ater.

Thistime, Rupert wascaught, cagedandon
her way.

Jez was |eft behind in Creede because it
didn't seemagoodideato cart her acrosstwo
stateswhen daughter only planned to begone
four days. A friend promised to check on her
to makesuretherewasplenty of food and wa-
ter available.

However, oncein Lawrence, nothing much
went right. The four days turned into three

weeks. Callsweremadetocat sitter and neigh-
bors, asking them to check on both cat and &
bunch of newly purchased house plants.

Finally, daughter and Rupert were able to
head back for Creede. Therethey weregreeted
by onevery lonely, very lovey Jez.

Peacewasshort, however. L essthan aweek
|ater, friendsfrom Lawrenceshowed up. While
one just wanted to spend a couple of daysin
the mountains, the other one, Rachel, will
spend therest of the summer waiting tablesat
asandwich shop during the day and at the bar
by night.

Since sheisstaying for therest of the sum-
mer, Rachel brought her cats— Mammaanc
atrio of three-week-old kittens.

Now the housein Colorado isoverrun with
cats.

| can’twait for vacationtimeso| canget out
thereand seethemaall. | lovecats, after al.

Forbidden frurt was disobedience, not sex act

Many people believe the forbidden fruit
Adam and Eve were banned from the Garden
of Edenfor taking refersto the couple having
sex. DoestheBibleindicatewhether or not that
isthecase?

Genesis 2:17, 18 tells us Adam was com-
manded not to eat of the fruit before Eve was
even created: “ but of thetree of knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
that youeat of it you shall die. Thenthe LORD
God said, ‘It is not good that the man should
bealone; I will makehimahelperfitforhim.””

Doesit make sensefor Godto giveAdama
commandment not to have sex with awoman
when none existed yet?

And Adam and Eve weren’t even together
when shepartook of thefruit. Genesis3:6 says,
“ So thewoman saw that thetreewasgood for
food, and that it was adelight to the eyes, and
that thetreewastobedesiredtomakeonewise,
shetook itsfruitandate; and shea sogavesome
to her husband, and heate.”

Further, Genesis1:27, 28 saysthat God com-
manded Adam and Eveto have children: “So
God created man inhisownimage, intheim-
age of God he created him; male and female
he created them. And God blessed them, and
Godsaidtothem, ‘ Befruitful and multiply, and
fill the earth and subdueit.””

Would it make sense for God to command
Adam and Eve not to have sex and then com-
mand them to havechildren? Of coursenot! If
Hedid, that would mean God gave them two
commandments knowing they could not pos-
sibly keepthem both. And Hewould havebeen
contradicting himself.

Furthermore, Godindicated|aterintheBible
that children are ablessing from Him, not a
resultof sin. Psalm 127:3-5says, “L o, sonsare
a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the
womb areward. Like arrowsin the hand of a
warrior are the sons of one'syouth. Happy is
themanwho has hisquiver full of them!”

The Bible further indicates the reasonable
view that a husband and wife would enjoy
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® yseitorlose it

sexual relations, and that having such arela-
tionshipwould helpacoupleto avoid tempta-
tion.

1Corinthians7:2, 3and5says, “ But because
of the temptation to immorality, each man
shouldhavehisownwifeand eachwomanher
own husband. The husband should givetohis
wifeher conjugal rights, andlikewisethewife
to her husband. Do not refuse one another ex-
cept perhaps by agreement for a season, that
youmay devoteyoursel vestoprayer; butthen
come together again, lest Satan tempt you
through lack of self-control.”

Wouldn't it be unkind of God, to say the
least, to create mankind with the capacity to
enjoy sex and then command them never to
haveit?Butthatisnot thecase. ItisSatanwho
tempts people to do what is wrong, not God
who gives conflicting commandsand desires
that areto never be satisfied.

So, if Adamand Eveweresupposedtohave
sex and bear children, what was the sin for
which they were cast out of the Garden of
Eden?

Romans 5:12, 19 says, “Therefore as sin
cameintotheworldthroughonemananddegth
through sin, and death spread to all men be-
causeall men had sinned. For asby oneman’s
di sobedience many were made sinners, so by
oneman’ sobediencemany will bemaderigh-
teous.”

The sin was disobedience. Adam and Eve
disobeyed God's commandment not to eat of
thetree. Hehad created them perfect, with no
wrong tendencies, and gave them everything
they needed and many thingsto enjoy. They
had noreason not todowhat Heasked of them.

Nonetheless, Eve listened to a serpent and

began desiringwhat did not bel ongto her. And
fulfilling her desirewasmoreimportant to her
than God’s commandment.

What canwelearnfromthis?

John4:23, 24 says, “ But thehour iscoming,
andnow is, whenthetrueworshiperswill wor-
ship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the
Father seekstoworshiphim. Godisspirit, and
thosewho worship him must worshipin spirit
andtruth.”

God sets the standard for how heisto be
worshipped. HegaveustheBiblesowewould
knowwhat that standardis. SinceA dam passec
sinontoall mankind, we cannot worship Goo
perfectly, but wecanlearnfromtheBiblehow
to best obey God.

If we don’t try to learn or refuse to obey
God'scommandments, wewill belike Adarm
and Eveandwill becast out when God' sking-
dom comes, as Jesus taught his followers tc
pray forin Matthew 6:10. Theversethen says
weshouldpray for God'swill tocomeonearth.

That would not happen if people were for-
ever alowedto do whatever they choosewith
noregardfor God'swill. Wehaveto choosetc
do God'swill or we will be among those de-
stroyed when 2 Peter 3:7 isfulfilled: “But by
the sameword the heavensand earth that now
exist have been stored up for fire, being kept
until the day of judgment and destruction of
ungodly men.”

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes|ettersfrom readers. L etters should
be typewritten, and must include atel ephone
number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill
not be published. Form letters will be re-
jected, aswill letters deemed to be of no pub-
lic interest or considered offensive. We re-
serve the right to edit letters for length and
good taste. We encourage letters, with ad-
dressand phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-
news@nwkansas.com>.
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