sta r-new

goo

dland

The Goodland Star-News / Friday, July 18, 2003 3

Infrasonic device listens for tornadoes

By Shannon Davidson
The Goodland Star-News

There' sanoctopussittingoutside
of Goodland, listening for torna-
does.

Redly.

The Environmental Technology
Laboratory of Boulder, Colo., de-
vel oped the Octopus, aninfrasonic
devicedesignedfor detectionof tor-
nadoes device. The experimental
device detects sounds that are
subaudible, too low for humansto
hear.

Humans can hear down to about
20 hertz and thedeviceisdesigned
to pick up soundsat about half that
wavelength, downto 10 hertz.

The Octopusisaset of four sen-
sors surrounded by soaker hoses,
each about 50 feet long. Thewhole
setupisarrayedinafieldaroundthe
Goodlandwesther stationat Renner
Field.

“Recent research indicates that
strong, rotating thunderstormsgen-
erate low-frequency sound waves,
and sometimes these sound waves
appear tens of minutes before tor-
nado devel opment,” saysanoteon
Goodland National Weather Ser-
viceweb site.

Bruce Entwistle of the National
Weather Service Forecast Office
explainedwhat theOctopusismade
of and itscapabilities.

“The soaker hoses are used to
measure very subtle pressure
changes, thethicknessof asheet of

Entwistle said. “ The Octopus will
beinGoodland asatrail process. It
wasinstalled June 18 and it will be
here at least through the summer
and until thunderstorm season i<
done.”

Theinfrasonic detection devises
in Goodland and Pueblo are moni-
tored in Boulder by the environ-
mental technology |ab, thoughfore-
castershereal socanaccessthedata.
If they detect something, Entwistle
said, they’ll call the Goodland of-
fice.

Thetrial processwill determine
if in the future forecasters will be
able to use the technology to help
=+ gspot tornadoesand funnel clouds.

“Local weather service people
have not had an opportunity to get
toknowthedevice,” Entwistlesaid,
“but if the trial process goes well,
the Octopus will be used to incor-
porate sound data for real-time
warningsin addition to radar.

“Sofar, theOctopushasdetected
acouple of signals and reports of
possiblefunnel clouds. Goodlandis
still waiting on fencesto go arounc
the set of four sensorsto help man-
agethehighwind speedsaroundthe
device.”

The National Weather Service in Goodland has an experimental
device thatlistens for tornadoes by detecting subudile sound. Nick-
named “the Octopus,”itis setupinthe grassy field behingits build-

paper,” hesaid.“Theyworkasalow — what directiontheinfrasoundsare  viceitsoctopus-like appearance.
Similar unitshavebeeninstalled junction with radar to better detect

frequency ear drum. They are coming.
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assistants, Donna Price and Jo
Simmons being named to manage
thevisitorsbureau and chamber re-
spectively.

The Chamber board decided the
old location on 11th Street wastoo
big for their needs and moved the
officeto 1002 Main Ave. in early
spring. In May, Simmonsturnedin
her resignation. Justin Bentzinger
was named the interim manager,
and has been working to keep the
programs moving forward.

On the economic development
front, Applegate got the county’s
dormant revolving loan program
moving, and the first micro-loan
was completed with El Reynaldo’s
restaurant, which relocated from
the corner of 17th and Cherry to
Business U.S. 24 where Sharon’s
Taco had been. A new sign and
bright colors make the restaurant
visible.

Applegate has been meeting
business owners and assistingin a
variety of wayswith new locations,
expansionsandthelike. Shealsois
talkingwith businessesthat arecon-
sidering moving to Sherman
County. She says several projects
are moving along, and they may
announce plansfor expansion and
new businessesbeforetheend of the
year.

One of the priority projects has
been helping companies that
wanted information about the
former Apple Trail truck stop,
which had gone into bankruptcy
and now isowned by abank inNew
York. At onetime, there were nine
companies asking about the loca-
tion, and A pplegate and the coun-
cil providedasmuchinformationas
possible.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
shouldbefair andfactual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Non-surgical treatment
of hemorrhoids.
John D. Ferris, MD

will be at:
291 15th Street

Burlington, CO

Wednesday, July 30
Saturday, August 2
For information or
appointment, call
1-800-593-0009
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A decision is expected soon by
thebank to sell thetruck stoptoone
of thefirms.

The original seven-person Eco-
nomic Development Council was
expanded in January withtheaddi-
tionof four members, arepresenta-
tive from each of the banksin the
city. The council meets regularly,
and the meetings are open to the
public.

The three offices have been
working together on several
projects, including a request from
the Kansas Film Commission for
sitesinthecity aspossiblelocations
for aHarley-Davidson motorcycle
commercial.

Price said commission officials
wereimpressedwiththequick turn-
around on photos, and believes
therewill beadditional possibilities
inthefuture. Oneeffortwasavideo
presentation to the film company
considering doing a“Little House
onthePrairie” reunion show.

A joint effort of the visitors bu-
reau, economic development and
S& T Communicationsproduced an
impressive short presentation
which was shown to the company.
A decision about thelocationisex-
pected thismonth.

A new Goodlandvisitorsguideis
out and being distributed through-
out the state by thevisitorsbureau.

Bentzinger has been busy asthe
new chamber manager, and hisfirst
big event wasthe Freedom Fest on
July 4. The festival was well at-
tended, and thehome-owned carni-
val reported arecord number of kids
enjoying theridesthat night.

Upcoming events include the
Sunflower Ag and Farm show on
Aug. 15-16 and the Flatlander Fall

Festival at the end of September.

Settlers Day, scheduled in May,
was scrubbed this year because of
the change in chamber manager.
Bentzinger says he is planning to
hold Settlers Day next year, and
Goodland will be hosting the
Rattlesnake Festival for the next
two years. Thefestival hasbeenin
Sharon Springsfor 13years, butthe
promoters felt it might be good to
move the event. Bentzinger, with
thehelp of Price, convinced themto
give Goodland atry for two years.
Thefestival then plansto moveto
Colby fortwoyears,and may return
to Sharon Springs, Goodland or
another city after that.

Bentzinger and the Chamber
board are working to establish a
more open operation, and have es-
tablished new membership dues
level sand hasnew board members.
InMay, theChamber president, Tim
Rath of the Sherman County Farm
Bureau, resigned to takeanew job
inGreeley, Colo.,and Cesar Miller,
owner of Goodland Medical Arts
Pharmacy, hastaken hisplace.

The Chamber continues to hold
monthly Business After Hours re-
ceptions, and with the help of the
Goodland Ambassadorshasribbon
cuttings and welcomes groupsand
businesses to the community. The
Ambassadorsal so do special send-
offsfor the Goodland athletes.

One of the most recent joint ef-
fortsof thesegroupswasarranging
thevisit of Gov. Kathleen Sebelius,
who cameto Sherman County and
Goodlandto celebrateawheat har-
vest that hasbeenjudgedthebestin
over four years. It was the
governor’sfirst visit to northwest
Kansas sincetaking office.

DO Eae]

DIGITAL

Charlie’s Angels:
Full Throttle

PG-13: Action violence; sensuality;
language/innuendo
www.goodlandnet.com/movies

Bring this AD to the
theatre for $1 OFF on a

&
-

large popcorn & 2 med.

Fri. & Sat. 7:00 & 9:00
Sun. 1:30 & 7:00
Mon.-Thurs. 7:00

(g oherman

1203 Main — Phone 899-6103
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ing. The black soaker hoses spread around the detection box gave
device its name.

in Pueblo, Colo., andin Boulder.

By providing avortex detection
capabilitieswhereradar can’tlook,
such as obstacles blocking the ra-
dar, theOctopusisdesignedtohelp
reduce thoseblind spots, the Boul -
der lab says.

Photo by Shannon Davidson/The Goodland Star-News

“Theoctopuswill beusedincon-

the presence of tornadoes,”

Sand the floor

Jeff Vahling of Von Lintels Refinishing Co. out of Hays sanded down the floor of the Max Jones
Field House. The mainflooris being completely refinished over the summer, and should be ready
by the time school starts this fall.

Photo By Shannon Davidson/The Goodland Star-News.

SIGCO is again cleaning
seed wheat at Edson.
We have made many
improvements to the
facility, including a
Gravity Cleaner!

We have experienced,
qualified technicians and
the right equipment to do
the best job for you.

Call today
to schedule cleaning
785-899-5607 or 899-6518
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SIGCO

SUN PRODUC'IS Inc.

=~  SIGCO Sun Products
1701 Industrial Loop
Goodland, KS 67735
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IRRIGATION —
CONGRATULATES
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Rich Hinkhouse of Burlingtonisliving proof that entering contests can pay off, evenif youdon'tliveinalargely
populated area. Hinkhousewasin M angus| rrigation afew monthsago pi cking up partswhen owner MerleMangus
urged himto enter aZimmatic national contest; he signed up and soon forgot about even entering. Hinkhousejust
recently found out that he was the winner of a 100th Anniversary Harley Davidson motorcycle. Left toright are
Merle Mangus, Wanda Mangus, Susan Hinkhouse, Rich Hinkhouse and Lindsay (Zimmatic) regional represen-
tative Kirby Bradley, who cameto Burlington to present Hinkhouse with hismotorcycle.
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