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from our viewpoint...

Progress measures
the face of change

Progress: aforward or onward movement (asto an objective
or toagoal), gradual betterment. (Webster’s Collegiate Dictio-
nary)

It hasbeenafull year since The Goodland Star-Newspublished
aspecial edition dedicated to the progressand changein our city.
Intoday’sedition, youwill find Progress 2003.

Wethink itisamazing each year tolist the changesfor the bet-
ter that have occurred. It iseasy to remember the bad thingsthat
happen, and thebusinesseswhich arenolonger operating, but the
list of good thingsusually islonger.

Thereisno doubt that in putting this special section together,
wehaveoverlooked somechangesthat havehappenedinthepast
year, and aresurethat onceyou read through the stories, you will
remember some of the oneswedid not.

Our objectivewith thiseditionisto remind everyonein Sher-
man County that as dark as the drought years have been, things
continuetomove. Thequestioniswhether weseetheglassashal f
empty or half full.

Wehavealwaysbeen optimisticthat no matter what ishappen-
ing, thingswill work out for the best inthelong run. A first sign,
webelieve, that thereismore progresscominginthenext year is
the bountiful wheat harvest we had thisyear, and the early spurt
of rainthat hel ped bring the cropsforth fromthe seedsplantedin
thefall.

To many, the farmer is the most optimistic man in the world
because he hasto have faith every year that, when he takes the
seedsand plantsthem, therewill besufficient helpfromtheskies
or fromthepumpsto bring forthacrop. He praysthat the harvest
will pay for the costs of planting the seeds and give him enough
money to live on until the seeds can be planted again.

Thishasbeen quiteayear, and reflecting on the changes, there
arethingsmovingintheeconomicdevel opment arenathat should
produce more good newsbeforeitisover.

Thekind of progresswehave chronicledinthe special edition
today does not consist of big, flashy things that will turn the
economy around by themselves. Instead, what we seeisalot of
peoplewho are opening small businesses and taking on the opti-
misticfaith, likethat of thefarmer, that theseeffortswill provide
agoodlivingand possibly somesati sfaction at having doneagood
job.

Progress, as the dictionary says, isagradual betterment, and
those who have chosen to come to Goodland and opened busi-
nessesare asign of the constant change and the gradual effort to
better the placewherewelive.

Thepositivepsychological impact of agoodwheat harvest and
the positive impact of the changes listed in today’s edition are
evidencethat thereis strength in the base of thiscommunity.

Wewill persevereaslong asthegradual betterment continues.
— TomBetz

“ Thereis nothing more constant than change.” Robert Louis
Sevenson said, “ To bewhat we are, and to becomewhat we are
capableof becoming, isthe only end of life.”
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Do you consider yourself successful?

| don't know about you, but | don’t consider
myself successful — at least by the society’s
standards.

But that's okay. | am content; maybe | am
therefore successful after all.

| hopeyou tooaresuccessful. Consider these
thoughtsby aninsightful author:

“ Somesay successmeansacceptingyourself
forwhoyouare; Jesussayssuccessmeanscel-
ebrating who you are, celebrating the person
God hasmadeyou.

“Some say success means knowing all the
waysinwhichyou arealready awinner; Jesus
sayssuccess meansthat sometimesanillness,
acancer, arejectionputsyouintouchwithgifts
and gracesyou didn’t know wereyours.

“ Somesay successisbeing abletoloseyour
career withoutlosing yourself; Jesussayssuc-
cessis being willing to lose yourself to find
yourself.
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“ Somesay successistakinggood careof your-
self; Jesus sayssuccessisgiving yourself avay
toothers, toyour community, and especially the
lonely, sick, homeless, poor and hungry.

“ Somesay successisputting balanceinyour
life; Jesus says successis putting God in first
placeinyour life.

“Some say successiscontrolling your own
finances; Jesus says success remembers that
itismoreblessedto givethantoreceive.

“Some say success is trusting the process;
Jesus sayssuccessistrusting the Spirit!

“ Some say successmeansknowingthat ev-

erything has a price and knowing how much
youwould pay for it; Jesussayssuccessistak-
ingupyour crosseach day and doingwhatever
isnecessary toserveinhumblelove.” (-Thanks
to Wesley Taylor, Tualatin United Methodist
Church, Tualatin, Oregon.)

It seemsto methat we spend way too much
timetryingtobeclimbladders, worrying about
what other peoplethink of us, having enough
money to buy every new thing.

God assures that all we need will be pro-
vided. God'sway doesn’t have nearly the
stressinvolved.

Why do wefight God so hard?

| read somewhere: “God accepts you right
whereyou are, but God lovesyou too muchto
let you stay right whereyou are.”

Inother words, Godwill fight thebattleswith
us and make us better. 1sn’t that a comfort tc
know?

Life experiences don't come at the best times

We were back east |ast weekend, visiting a
daughter who has beenailing, andfeeding her
brother, who asacollegeboy, ismoreor lessa
bottomlesspit.

Ontheway back, wepromisedtostopoff and
seemy sister, wholivesnear Emporia. Shehas
anew colt of which sheisexceedingly proud.

Weleft Lawrence after lunch, and whenwe
got to Emporia, we called her place to seeif
they werehome.

Her husband didn’t sound too cheery.

“Youdidn't pick suchagoodtime,” hesaid.
“We've been up al night with asick horse.
WE' re going to have put her down.

“But you might aswell come onout.”

Wegot therejust alittleahead of thevet, who
turned out to be the brother of an old high
school classmate of mine.

The horse, apretty little yearling filly, was
obvioudyinpain. Her sister, slightly younger,
tiredtofollow her everywhere. Sissaidthey’ d
grown uptogether and never really been apart.

“She'sgoing totakethishard.”

Thesick one had taken ill the night before.
When a horse gets colic, there’s not much to
dobut keepitwalking and hope. Norea treat-
ment. Either the twisted intestine will
straighten out, or it won't.

Andif itwon’t, thechoicesarenot much. You
cantakethe horseto afancy hospital, likethe
oneattheK-Stateveterinary school, andthey’ Il
do surgery. Successratesarelessthan 50 per-
cent, Sissaid, andif theintestinehasruptured,
lessthanthat. You still get abill for $5,000 or
more.

Or you canwalk the horseand pray.

Soafter anight of treatment, callsand advice,
tripstotheclinic, walkingthesick horsetokeep
her fromrolling, therewasnot much left todo
but decide where to take her so the rendering
truck could get to her Monday morning.
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thebarn. Barbsaid shedidn’twanttoleaveher
out by theroad.

There’s not much to putting a horse down,
not physically atleast. Takesonepersontohold
thehorsefor thevet, andasyringeabout asbig
asyour forearm. It'slikein surgery, notime
to count to 10, and she down.

That's not much for thetime, thework, the
love, the deepless nights, the dollars and the

heartachethat go intoraising ababy.

Life serves up experineces that you never
expect. | guessthisisone.

Sisaways loved horses. When she moved
back to Emporia, shegave up her job asacity
planning director and found a placein the
country where she could raise horses, where
her dogs could run and her kid could befree.

Shesaysshelovesit. Shesaysher stresslevel
isdown even though she's busier than ever.
Most days, | believe her.

She walked out of the coral and sat down
besideatree.

“Yousurepickedagoodtimetostopby,” she
said, looking up from seat in the dirt. It gave
ussomethingto do besidessit downand cry.”
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Darryl kept walking her. Her sister kept fol- OBIECT TO
lowing, trying to stay close. My sister’s two THIS UNION...
vizula dogs, and arescue dog that’s staying THE LINE
with them, were underfoot. FORMS HERE.

Darryl and the vet led her out back, behind  [lee—e—
garfield

I'M NOT SLEEPY : OR STOP IT! STOP THE
HUNGRY CRAZY TALK, JON!
:
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