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EricaHernandez blocked Shavaughn Barnes from climbing the lad-
der to the slide at Phillips Park on Thursday. The girls are among

the youngsters who benefit from Sherman County Head Start.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

matters of record

Day care money may go to state

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Head Start teachers, directorsand
parentsand severa political figures
are upset about administration
planstoturntheprogramovertothe
states.

A Goodland Head Start teacher
said she feared turning the money
for the program over to the state
may cause western Kansas to be
slighted due to its smaller rural
population.

The program has to be reautho-
rized every fiveyears, |ead teacher
Carrie Starnssaid, and that’swhen
lobbyistsand politiciansstart fight-
ing over money.

Lobbyists and advocates for
Head Start are trying to get more
money for the program, she said,
but President George W. Bush has
considered turning themoney over
to the states, a decision many in-
volved in the program consider to
beamistake.

Head Startispaidfor withfederal
money, and thefederal government
tells the states how the money is
spent for the program. If the
president’splanispassed, they fear,
thestatescould decidehow tospend
themoney, evenuseitfor other pro-

grams.

Starnssaid sheworriesthereare
morekidsfrom Salinaeast, andthe
state could spend the money on
them, leaving northwest Kansasin
thedust.

Now, the money for Head Start
goestotheNorthwest KansasEdu-
cational Service Center in Oakley,
shesaid, and fromtheregoesout to
the 12 sites in northwest Kansas,
guaranteeing Goodland its fair
share.

Besidesthepossibility of eastern
Kansasgettingall themoney, Starns
andothersfear, giventhechoice, the
state could drop Head Start alto-
gether and use the money for other
things.

TheNational Head Start Associa-
tion said in areport, “ Dismantling
Head Start: The Case for Saving
America’'s Most Successful Early
Childhood Education Program,”
that Bush’splan would “dismantle
withinfiveyearstheHead Start suc-
cessstory.”

Thereport saysthecurrent struc-
ture of Head Start “ promotes com-
munity decision making and en-
suresthat thedollarsgoto services
for children, notinto stateadminis-
tration.”

Mary Baskett, executivedirector
of the Kansas Head Start Associa-
tion, said the program is working
and should not be changed.

“Head Start hasbeen continually
showcased asamodel program for
preparingyoung childrenfromlow-
income families for successin
school and in life,” she said. “To
dismantlethisstructurein favor of
an untested alternative is to com-
promisefour decades of success.”

Theprogramisunder theDepart-
ment of Healthand Human Services
and, besides teaching children, it
also includes nutritious meals and
lessons to benefit health, such as
teaching children to brush their
teeth after eating.

Bush’s plan originally would
havemovedtheprogramtotheDe-
partment of Education, whichcould
haveeliminated the health aspects,
but Starns said she has heard that
part of the plan has been dropped.

A grant from the Department of
Health and Human Services paid
forthenew Head Start buil ding next
toWest Elementary School, Starns
said, and paysfor thefull-day/full-
year part of the program designed
for parentswho work.

The grant was written, she said,

based ontheneed for that program,
whichwasstarted about ayear ago.

The one change that is good,
Starnssaid, isrequiring Head Start
teacherstohaveabachelor’ sdegree
by 2008. Theprogramin Goodland
already requiresthat of lead teach-
ers, shesaid.

There were 54 children in the
Sherman County Head Start pro-
gramlast year, and theprogram has
been in operation here since 1970.
The national program began in
1965.

Before Goodland got the expan-
sion grant, Starns said, there were
30kidsonthewaitinglist for thesix
yearsshetaught the program. Now
thereare 10-12, she said, but there
shouldn’t beany.

Besides Head Start, she said,
thereispreschool at West Elemen-
tary and aprivate preschool.

“Weshould beabletopick upall
age-eligiblechildreninoneof these
programs,” shesaid.

Thechangeshavenot beenvoted
onyet and may not beasbigasorigi-
nally planned.

“There will be some changes,”
Starnssaid, “ but they may not beas
big as everyone thought they
would.”
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Thefollowing real estate trans-
ferswere reported by the Sherman
County Register of Deeds:

TheSecretary of VeteransAffairs
to Gregory S. and/or Kathy A.
CochraneLots13and 14, Block 11,
First Addition to the city of
Goodland, 923 SyracuseAve.

TheSecretary of VeteransAffairs
toRodney E. andMichelleL. Coo-
pertheS/2of Lot2andall of Lot 3,
Block 26, Beahm'sAdditiontothe
city of Goodland, 412 Harrison.

Stanley D. and Gwendolyn A.
Cebulaconvey andwarrant to Rob-
ert D. and Joann Frazier the E/2 of
the SE/4 of Sec. 22, T8S, R37W.
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Sunflower Contest

RULES

» Write down as many words (at least 3 |etters) that you
can think of using the word “ Germinate’
« Do not use proper names
« Bring your completed list to The Goodland Star- News
office at 1205 Main

by 12:00 p.m. by Saturday, August 16th
Winnerswill be announced in the Tuesday, August 19th edition
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Ranks No. 1

The Direct Marketing Association (DMA),

In 1ts Economic Impact Study says:

“Newspaper advertising ‘expenditures to sales ratio’ for direct
marketing advertising in 2002 is ranked first in efficiency.”

Advertising is an investment in your business.
And newspaper advertising pays off in more real
dollars through your door. Call Phyllis or Bill

G60dland Stﬂl'-NEWS The<Gountry Aavecate

1205 Main » Goodland, Kan. 67735« 785-899-2338

today to see how we can help you grow your
business. (785) 899-2338.




