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Today
* Sunset, 8:17 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:21 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:17 p.m.

Midday Conditions
+ Soil Temperature 85 degrees
« Humidity 30 percent
+ Sky clear and sunny
* Winds southeast 6 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.03 inches

and falling

* Record High 101° (1950)
* Record Low 41° (1926)

Last 24 Hours*
High 102°
Low 69°

.03

N.W. Kansas Forecast
Today: mostly cloudy and
cooler, high mid 80s, low 55-60,
winds northeast 10-15 m.p.h.
Wednesday: mostly sunny, high
near 90, low mid 60s.
Extended Forecast
Thursday: partly sunny with a
slight chance of thunderstorms in
the afternoon, high upper 90s. Fri-
day: partly cloudy with a slight
chance of showers and thunder-
storms in the evening, high 100-
105, low upper 60s. Saturday:
mostly cloudy with a chance of
showers and thunderstorms.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7. a.m.

Precipitation

Noon
Wheat — $2.88 bushel
Posted county price — $2.74
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$2.12 bushel
New crop —$1.96 bushel
Posted county price — $1.93
Loan deficiency pmt. — 3¢
Milo — $1.76 bushel
Soybeans — $5.13 bushel
Millet — $4.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.90 cw.
NuSun — $9.50 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 73¢
Confection — $17/$7 cwt.
New crop — $17/$10 cwt.
Pinto beans —withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Don’s newest
repair shop

Don Ayers (above), owner
of Don’s Truck and Auto,
801 Main Ave., worked on
the starter of a customer’s
car during a hot July day.
Ayers and his sister
Venessa keep the shop go-
ing. See story and photoson
Page 3.

\elcome home Saturday for doctor

By Tom Betz

Dr. Griego’shusband, Jeff Krall, had said

The Goodland Star-News

The waiting was tough, but Dr. Natalie
Griego, who has been serving with an army
medical unitinBaghdad, called Friday tosay
shewasin Denver and would bereturningto

Goodland on Monday.

A welcome home reception is being
plannedfor 7 p.m. Saturday at theElksL odge.
Brenda Starr, who is helping organize the
reception, said people can call her at 890-

5314 or 890-8080.

Dr. Griego

shewas going to return to the United States
last week, and hoped she
couldfly into Denver on
Thursday or Friday to
surprise her mother.
Krall said sheflew out
to Germany and then to
Fort McCoy, Wis., be-
foreflyinginto Denver.
Griego called Friday
afternoon to say shewas

been.

in Denver, and that she was glad to be back.
She said it was cooler than where she had

“1 had quitean experience,” shesaid of the
service in Baghdad, “and look forward to
getting back to Goodland. | have some pho-
tosthat | need to get processed.”

She said it was good to meet Arnold
Schwarzenegger, and that she had a great
photo of her hugging him.

Griego has been in Iraq for about three
months after being called to active duty in

January. Shewas assigned to Company C of
the 109th Medical Battalion, a National

Guard unit based in Montrose, Colo. The

company is part of an area support medical
battalion, which provides emergency treat-
ment, sick call and ambulanceevacuationfor
front-line troops.

She went through some training at Fort
McCoy before being flown to Kuwait anc
then to Baghdad.

Krall and their son Reece, 2, werewaiting
for her when shearrivedin Denver.

Tagoed, but not In time

-

K-18 third basemen Mark Starr tried to put the tag on a Hill City player in an ef-
fortto make a play Friday in the districttournament played here. The manended further play. See story on Page 8.

up safe, and Hill City went on to win. Goodland lostin the first round to be eliminated from
Photo by Shannon Davidson//The Goodland Star-News

Goodland teen gets offer to model In Italy

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

A Goodland teen and his family
face some tough but exciting
choices, ashehasheen offeredjobs
in television and modeling, with a
chancetomodel inltaly, and maybe
evenamovie.

But despite the pressure, on the
tripto Floridafor themodeling and
talent convention, Chris Baumfalk
foundtimetogoto SeawWorldandon
amusement park rideswith hisfam-
ily, watch fireworks over the water
and wrestle an alligator.

Wrestleanalligator?Inamanner
of speaking.

Baumfalk, son of Virgil and
JackieBaumfalk of McB’sMotors,
earned three plaguesand seven call
backs at the Millie Lewis Interna-
tional American Modelingand Tal-
ent Convention July 1-8inOrlando.

The 15-year-old finished second
in photography, third in swimsuit
and was in the top five overall
among 250 contestantsfor maleteen
at the convention. His team from
Models & Imageswasfirst among
50 agencies.

Although he had a grueling
schedule of competition and semi-

nars, Chrisfound
time to go to
Gatorland Park
with his family
and “wrestle” an
alligator. Chris
said he had his
picture taken
with his hands
holding the
gator’s mouth
closed, but hisfather said Chrishad
abit of an advantage.

Thegator’ smouthwastaped shut,
Virgil said, and Chrisheld hishands
over the tape for the picture. But a
guy candream, right?

Modeling, however, isnot just a
dream. Chrissaid hegot call backs
from Elite Men from New York;
Fashion, Milan; Harriett Greenspan
of LosAngeles; Tony Perkins-Next
Management of New York; Elite,
Chicago; and Karin Worldwide.
Andthenthere’sthe call back from
20th Century Fox.

Chrissaidhedidaskit about aguy
and agirl and may bechosen by the
production firm for ateen movie.
For somepeople, it seems, redlity is
more fun than adream.

Though talent agents at Fashion,

Baumfalk

Milan would like him to be alittle
older, the agency may call Christo
Italy inacoupleof monthsfor photo
shootsand maybe sometimeonthe
runway. But Fashion, Milanisn’'tthe
only agency thatwouldlikeChristo
bealittle ol der.

Chris said most of those who
called him back wanted himto bea
year or twoolder, sohecouldtravel
to New York and other places and
live on hisown for awhile. But he
wasconfidentitwouldn’t betoodif-
ficult for him now.

“1 could do it,” he said. “I
wouldn’t stay amonth or anything,
just aweek or so.”

Although the talent agents
thought a 15 year old shouldn’t be
onhisown, Chrissuggestedthatit’s
hisdadwho needssupervision. The
family squeezedintimefor carnival
ridesduring thetrip, and Chrissaid
oneride, gravity and his father’s
large upper body combined to put
him in a position where the blood
rushed to hisface.

“Weweren't surehewasgoingto
makeit,” Chrissaid.

ButVirgil sasidheenjoyedthetrip
and madeit back to Goodlandinone
piece.

Prairie dog meeting Thursday

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Prairie dogs are prompting com-
plaintsin Sherman County — espe-
cialyinthenortheast—and county
commissioners have set a special
public meetingfor 8a.m.onThurs-
day in the commission room at the
courthouseto discusstheissue.

At the commissioner’s regular
meeting on June 10, Daryl West of
the county Noxious Weed Depart-
ment and County Attorney Bonnie
Selby discussedtheprairiedog situ-
ation and some alternatives.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede and
Commission Chairman Kevin Ra-
sure said they have been receiving
callsabouttheprairiedogs, andthat

some of thepeople havebeenirate,
insistingthat thecounty takeaction.

West said when people call, his
department goes out and takes care
of what they can. He said there are
colonies in McPherson township
southwest of Goodland, eastern
Voltaire township and Llanos and
Shermanville townships northeast
of Goodland.

The worst problem is in
Shermanvillenorth of Edson, West
said. The poison comes in buckets
whichcost $52eachandit takessev-
eral bucketsto treat a prairie dog
town. West said his assistant. John
Johnson, is the one who handles
most of thefield work.

Johnson said some of the prairie

dogtownsaregettingtowherethere
is only a couple of feet between
mounds, andthat withtheincreasein
thedogs, therearemorerattl esnakes.

Tiede said he did not think they
wouldever eliminateall therodents,
but it would be good to thin them
down.

“1 don’t seeuswinning,” Rasure
said.

“Wearetreatingand treating and
losing ground,” Tiede agreed.

“We have to do something with
the resolution,” Commissioner
Chuck Thomas said.

Rasuresuggested callingthepub-
lic meeting to give everyone a
chancetobeinvolvedandtodiscuss
what the options are.

“Itwasafunweek,” hesaid.

And he was excited about his
son’sfuture.

Virgil said afew agencies gave
Christheir phonenumbersand said
they could give him work. Among
them, hesaid, wasStellar Model and
Talent of Miami, which gave Chris
their number and said if the family
could come to Miami for amonth,
they could usehim.

And the family would all goto
Italy if everything works out with
Fashion, Milan. Which wouldn’t
leavemuchtimefor agasstationand
repair shop.

Virgil saidhe'sconsideringselling
thestationtohelpwith Chris' career.
The family would need to travel to-
gether, he said, for Christo spend a
month at atime so far from home.

And Chris would need to finish
school. Schooling is important,
Virgil said, but the family doesn’t
want to put adamper on apromis-

ing career.

Chrissaid Mary AnnVan Sickle,
head of Models& Images, told him
shehad never in 20 yearsseenaguy
get as many or as high quality call
backs as Chris did. Even among
those who are now famous, Chris
said, Van Sicklesaidthey hadn’t hao
somany call backsat theconvention.

And some of those who calleg
Chrisback said he had apromising
career. Tony Perkins-Next Manage-
ment saidthey’ dcall inayear ortwo,
Chris said, and then said, “Don't
give up. You will do very, very
well.”

And that made the grueling
schedule, sometimesfrom7a.m.-11
p.m., of competition and seminars
worthit.

“It was stress going through that
schedule,” Chrissaid.

Not that he minds.

“1 had fun in Florida,” he said,
“good times.”

City budget includes
higher sewer rates

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

TheGoodland City Commission
decidedto hold thelineon property
taxes for next year, but customers
may seeincreased feesto keep util-
ity fundsintheblack, especially the
sewer rates.

Theproperty taxisabig part of the
general fund, which pays for city
government operations. The utili-
ties— water, sewer and power —
each have their own funds, which
areexpectedto at |east break event.
City Manager Ron Pickman ex-
plained the general condition of
each of themgjor city fundsduring
thetwo nightsof budget workshops.

Hereminded city commissioners
there would have to be at least
$106,000 in reserve to cover the
city’sshareof thegranttoreplacethe

intersections on Main at 11th anc
12th Street. Herecommended addi-
tional money be put into the fund tc
cover other grantsduring theyear.
The budget recommends a maxi-
mum of 5 percent for pay increases
but that isbrokeninto two parts. Al
employeeswouldreceiveal percen
cost of living increase, and there
wouldbeameritraiseof upto4 per:
centfor employeeswhoreceivehigt
performance evaluations.
Lookingat thecity utilities, Pick
mansaid, “ Thecity isfacingashort
fall in revenuesin most of the cit
utility accounts. For thepast severa
yearsthecity haschosentousecarry
over funds, reserves, or hascut bud
getsto deter increasesin rates.
“The city has attempted to assis

See BUDGET, Page 3



