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Thresher show steamed up for 50th year

The Tri-State Antique Engine
and Thresher Show will mark it's
50th year when the show begins
Thursday at the grounds at the
northeast corner of Bird City.

A book being written about the
first 50 years of the show will be
available next year. It will include
pictures of thisyear’s show.

The show began in the early
1950s, whenagroup of farmersand
businessmen from the Tri-State
area of Nebraska, Colorado and
Kansasdecided that the heritage of

Classic car greets customers of

farming in the High Plains should
be preserved. Gasoline-powered
tractors had replaced steam en-
gines, and combineshadeliminated
theneedfor threshing machinesand
separators.

These preservationists formed
the Tri-State Antique Engine and
Thresher Association headquar-
teredin Bird City.

After several yearsof restoration,
cleaning and painting, this group
helditsfirst showin1953attheRoy
Kite farm 2 1/2 miles northeast of

Bird City.

The premier show in 1953 of -
fered only atent for protectionfrom
theelements. Old outhousesserved
asbathrooms. Ladies and children
were admitted free and the men
were charged 50 centsaday.

Theshow continuedto beheld at
the Kite farm through 1974. Then
the association purchased 20 acres
from Ralph and Ruth Leach at the
northeast comer of Bird City, and
buildingswere soon erected.

The show’s queen is selected
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economic development by reduc-
ing costs of connectionsto thecus-
tomer and having thecity absorbthe
majority of costs.

Even though we have reduced
the cost to the devel oper, our costs
haveincreased. Thismeansthecity
at large will pick up thetab for the
difference.

“It may be necessary toincrease
ratesto addressthisdecreaseinrev-
enue. A small increaseinratesona
regular basisis easier to swallow
than alargeincreasein ratesevery
few years. Wecan't giveunlesswe

corrections

| The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall

our officeat (785) 899-2338tore- |
port errors. e believe that news
should befair and factual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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Sherman
www.goodlandnet.com/movies \ 1203 Main — Phone 899-6103

Tonight 7:00 p.m.
Charlie’s Angels 11

PG-13
Starts Friday 7:00 and 9:00 p.m.
Legally Blonde Il (PG-13)

FUNDRAISER

for Heartland Rural
Counseling Services

Sunday,
July 27
at St. Francis

Tuesday, July 29
All Day Long at Colby,
Goodland, Hill City,
Wakeeney, Oberlin and
Oakley
Dine-in, Carry-out or Delivery!
20% of all proceeds are
donated to Heartland
Rural Counseling Services

Contact your local Pizza Hut or
Heartland Rural Counseling
services at 462-7588

Thank you for

your continued support!
Coupons not valid with this offer.

receive, and if we break the bank,
no amount of economic develop-
ment will help.”

Turning to the sewer fund as a
prime example, Pickman said the
commission would bereviewing a
revision of the sewer rates.

“Sewer rates have not been in-
creased since the mid 1980s,” he
said. " Theresultwill beanincrease
inratestoreach abreak even point.
The necessity to address sewage
treatment will further increase the
cost of funding this utility.

“Whatever treatment method is
finally selected, the cost will bein
excessof $2.5millionto get thefa-

cility on-line.”

Pickman said thecity isattempt-
ing to acquire additional water
rightsbecausethey haveexhausted
theability todrill morewellsdueto
spacing limitations.

The city has been trying to re-
place two wells, and under state
water regulations, they have a cer-
tain areain which the replacement
wellscouldbedrilled, but every at-
tempt tofind asuitablelocationhas
met with limited success.

Therearea soproblemsdevelop-
ingwithnitratelevelsatwell 5,and
thereis concern with the contami-
nationfromtheold city dumpwhich

I Parade Marshall Nominations

The 4-H Ambassadors are accepting nomination
1 applications for Parade Marshall for the 2003 North-
I west Kansas Free Fair. If you want to nominate
someone, please write a one paragraph summary as

I to why that person should

| Please submit nominations to the attention of the
I 4-H Ambassadors at the County Extension Office, 813
I Broadway, 3rd Floor, Goodland. Phone: 785-899-4880.
I Nomination deadline is July 25, 2003.

be the Parade Marshall.
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For a Perfect Fit
Every Time
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1-888-ROL-TARP
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Gorman
Tarps

Call 785-475-8919 or

Oberlin, Kansas
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SINGLES AND TEAMS

Loads with miles available immediately!
Ask about our spouse-training program

Call 800-CFI-DRIVE

www.cfidrive.com

NG

CFl is now Hiring
COMPANY H OWNER OPERATORS |

Classifieds work!
899-2338

fromthetri-statearea. Thisyear, the
associationwill berecognizing past
queens.

Last year, the show features 12
operational steamengines, all avail-
ablefor rides.

They areinspected andregistered
safe by acertified boiler inspector.
Therearecloseto 200 classic trac-
tors at the show, which arein the
daily parade. Alsointheparadeare
theclassic carsof the Tri-StateAn-
tique Auto Club, operated closely
with the association.

By Shannon Davidson
The Goodland Star-News

Don’sTruck andAuto, onthecor-
ner of Main and Eighth, isapleas-
ant business.

The big picture windows allow
youtogetalook at aclassiccar, then
when you walk in, you' re greeted
withasmile.

Don Ayers started his truck and
auto business in February and
knowsittakesalot of hard work to
keep agood businessrunning.

“1 can seewhy peopledon’tjust
jump into running a business,” he
said. “Itishard work.”

The Thursday evening literary
will be held at the Highland Coun-
try School on thegrounds.

A cool spot duringtheshow isthe
quilt building. Thisair conditioned
facility displays 30 plusquilts.

The printing press building also
isair-conditioned. The printersal-
ways come up with someinterest-
ing giveaways.

The Eggers building, built with
money from Walt Eggers, houses
the museum.

Friday eveningisthepopul ar an-

tique tractor pull. Saturday after
full day, takeinthebarbecueonthe
grounds. The McDonald Lions
have been preparing the meal for
years. They awayshavesweet corn
that is cooked with heated water
fromtheboiler on asteam engine.

The Saturday evening entertain-
ment isthe 4th Artillery Regimen-
tal Brass Band from Denver,
dressed in Civil War attire. They
will be teaching the Virginiareel
and other folk dancesin additiontc
their concert.

auto business

Don and his sister, Venessa (i

Ayers, keep the business going.
They havelived in Goodland most
of their livesandremember thelive-
lihood of thetown when they were
growing up.

“It was nice to have grocery
storeshereintown,” hesays, “ mak-
ing it alot more convenient then
going up to the highway.”

Donsaysheknowsitisimportant
to keep local businesses running
and the community strong.

He offers affordabl e car mainte-
nance, including oil changes,
brakes, transmission, tire repair,
shocks, heating and cooling, auto

isnear well 11.

He said the city hasdone quite a
bittoimprovethewater systemwith
new linesand anew water tower in
the southwest zone.

However, he said, that leaves
about two-thirds of the systemin
need of improvements.

Recent water leaks and inad-
equate pressure in some locations
are due to the age of thelines, he
said.

Pickman said the city continues
tolook for waystoaddresstheneed
for moreelectrical suppliesandthe
relatedincreaseinnatural gascosts.
Themanger saidthecity isworking

DonAyers (above), owner of Don’s Truck and Auto, walked through
his shop to getatoolto work on the starter of a customer’s car. Ayers
(left) worked on the starter during a hot July day. Ayers and his sis-
ter Venessa keep the shop going.

Photo By Shannon Davidson/The Goodland Star-News

detailing and tune-ups.

“We want to be able to offer af-
fordable, quality service to make
surepeopleget their carsfixed,” he
said.

“Thelittle extraswe do with our

to negotiate anew agreement with
Sunflower Co-operative Electric
Co., bit may have to raise rates to
cover the cost of the power being
purchased from Sunflower.

“Presently, we are paying over
$30 per megawatt, and our baserate
isset to only cover the first $28 of
that,” hesaid.

“Not only arewepaying ahigher
cost for thepower we purchase, we
arelosingmoney onthewholesys-
tembecausewearenot covering our
costs.”

The presentation also discussed
the problems with drainage, in-
creased insurance costs and theto-

service show the dedication we
have to getting the job done right.
Wetaketheextrastepstowashyour
windows and vacuum out the in-
side.”

de higher sewer rates

tal cut of state revenue sharing.

“| canguaranteethecommission
thereisno‘fluff’ or ‘hidden funds
inthebudget,” Pickmansaid.“ The
departmentswere asked to prepare
their budgetsat a‘ bare-bones’ level
and in most cases this was accom-
plished.

“This budget does not address
any major projects. Itisbasically
budget that attemptsto maintainthe
status quo and face the escalating
costswe cannot control.”

The city department heads each
appeared to review their budgets,
and to discuss how they were han-
dling things.
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speed digital
Internet service.

6% by paying *169 for a year.

This cuts your rate to $14° per month).
y p

Connectwith us, and travel the fast lane on the “information highway.” Get 100percent
digital, unlimited Internet access for one low monthly fee. For a world of on-line oppor-
tunities for your home, business or service, call us today. No matter what phone com-
pany you use, we have the fastest lines available for dial-up service. Call us today and
our local technical support people can have you surfing the web tonight!

(Rates apply only to customers in Goodland and Colby.)
A six month rate is available for *89
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