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from our viewpoint...

State budget cuts
affect tax decisions

Itisbudget time, andthestate cutsover thepast year areaffect-
ing the decisions of each of the Sherman County taxing entities.

SofartheCity of Goodland hasdecidedtoholdthelineon prop-
erty tax for thenext year. Theschool districtwill bedroppingtheir
property tax because of adlight of hand by the state legislature,
and the Sherman County commissioners are struggling with a
shortfall of about $650,000to maintainthesamelevel asthisyear.

Thecity commissionerslistened to over nine hours of discus-
sion of the budget for the various departments and spent about
one hour deciding not to raise the property tax. Thisdespitethe
fact the state cuts have reduced the city revenues by about
$300,000. Thestaff wasaskigfor at least asmall increasetohelp
closethegap rather thanfacing alarger increaseinayear or two.

Therewasdiscussion by acoupleof commissionersthat hold-
ing the taxes at the present level was asking for trouble because
the city has been using reserves to cover the expenses. Raising
property tax or user feesaretheonly way toincreasetherevenues.

Thecity will beraising the sewer ratesin the near future since
thisfundisrunninginthered, and it will take nearly adoubling
of the rates to bring the system to abreak-even level. That does
not includeany money to replacethewastewater treatment plant
which isin sad shape. The two estimates of the cost for thisare
from $2.5 million for alagoon system to $5million for a new
wastewater treatment plant.

Inthe next year the citizens of the city can expect increasesin
electric and water utility ratesto bring thesetwo back to abreak-
evenbasisaswell.

The school district faces an unusua situation since the state
legislature has decided that the second half of the property taxes
will bepaidin May next year rather than Juneasit wasthisyear.
That change movesthe payment to the school districtsinto June
and will mean they receivethreetax paymentsin the sameyear.
Thiswill only happenfor thenext year asafter that the payments
will againbeleve at twoin 12 months.

Becausethe statelaw saysthe school districts cannot keep the
“extra’ money they haveto drop their property tax level for next
year so they do not get a“windfall.” That means that next year
the school district will haveto reverse the process and raise the
property tax back to the same or ahigher level.

Thisdlight of hand by thestatel egisl aturewasoneof thesmoke
and mirrorsgimmicksthey used to balance the state budget.

The county commissioners find themselves wringing their
hands because the state cuts were deeper at their level, and they
have fewer means of raising money to operate the departments.

Based on the preliminary figures Tuesday it would take about
$450,000inincreased property tax tobring therevenuetothesame
level asthisyear. None of thethree commissionershad anything
good to say about the prospect of such alarge tax increase, and
are working with each department head and the county clerk to
find waysto cut that back to areasonablelevel.

The county has reduced the carryover balances over the past
few years, and someof thefundsarenolonger ableto bereduced
without cutting programs or services. The commissioners face
an uphill battle, and it is clear they will not be able to continue
without at least an small increasein the property tax next year.

Itwasclear earlier thisyear with the cutscoming out of Topeka
that it would not be afun budget time, and those elected for the
school district, city and county cantestify that isnot fun. — Tom
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| used to think God was a big score keeper

| don’t know about you, but | used to think
that God was agreat big scorekeeper, record-
ing my good deeds and bad deeds on separate
lists.

| thought at theend of my life, | wouldgoto
heaven based on which list wasthelonger.

Through study and maturity, I’ ve changed
my mind. There' smuchmoretoitthanasimple
scorecard.

Here's another person’s thoughts on this
matter:

“At first, | saw God as my observer, my
judge, keepingtrack of thethings! didwrong,
so asto know whether | merited heavenor hell
whenl die. Hewasout theresort of likeapresi-
dent. | recognized His picture when | saw it,
but I really didn’tknow Him. But later onwhen
| met Christ, it seemed as though life were
rather likeabikeride, butitwasatandembike,
and | noticed that Christ wasinthe back help-
ingmepedal. | don’tknow just whenitwasthat
Hesuggestedwechangeplaces, but lifehasnot
been thesamesince.
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“When| had control, | knew theway. It was
rather boring, but predictableit wasthe short-
est distancebetweentwo points. ButwhenHe
took thelead, Heknew delightful long cuts, up
mountains, and throughrocky placesat break-
neck speeds. It wasall | could do to hang on!

“Even though it looked like madness, He
said, ‘Pedal!” | worried and was anxious and
asked, ' Whereareyoutakingme? Helaughed
anddidn’tanswer, and| startedtolearntotrust.
| forgot my boringlifeand enteredintothead-
venture, and when |’ dsay, ‘I’ m scared,” He'd
lean back and touch my hand. | gained love,
peace, acceptanceandjoy; giftstotakeonmy
journey, My L ord’sand mine. Andwewereoff

again.

“Hesad, ‘Givethegiftsaway. They’' re ex-
trabaggage, toomuchweight.” Sol did, tothe
peoplewemet, and | foundthat ingiving | re-
ceived, and still our burdenwaslight.

“ldidnottrust Him, at first,in control of my
life. 1 thought He' dwreckit; but heknowshbike
secrets, knows how to make it bend to take
sharp corners, knowshow tojumptoclear high
rocks, knowshow tofly to shorten, scary pas-
sages. And | am learning to shut up and pedal
in the strangest places, and I’ m beginning tc
enjoy theview andthe cool breezeonmy face
withmy delightful constant companion, Jesus
Christ.

“And when I’'m sure | just can’'t do it any-
more, Hejust smilesand says..." Pedal.””

Somehow | haveal ot morecomfort, seeing
Christ as my partner on atandem bike than |
do seeing God as my scorekeeper.

When | feel I'm inadequate or failing, it's
goodtoknow loving, forgiving helpisaways
that close.

Was Mary herself immaculately conceived?

| finditinterestingtolearnwhat peoplefrom
other religionsbelieveandwherethosebeliefs
originate. And | find it fascinating to discover
how many teachings of so-called Christian
churchesarenot evenfound intheBible.

Onel foundinterestingistheCatholicteach-
ingthat Mary wasimmaculately conceivedand
was free from original sin. One thing that
amazes me about thisteaching isthat leaders
of the Catholic church know it isnot foundin
theBible.

The New Catholic Encyclopedia of 1967,
Vol.VII, pages378-381 saysinpart,“ Thelm-
maculate Conception is not taught explicitly
in Scripture. . . The earliest Church Fathers
regarded Mary as holy but not as absolutely
sinless...Itisimpossibletogiveaprecisedate
when the belief was held as a matter of faith,
but by the 8th or 9th century it seemsto have
been generally admitted.”

That makes me wonder how many people
attend the Catholic Church and believe that
Mary was immaculately conceived but don’t
know that the peopl eteaching themknow bet-
ter.

So what does the Bible say about Mary?
about sin?

Romans 5:12 says, “ Therefore assin came
into the world through one man and death
through sin, and so death spread toall men be-
causeall mensinned.”

How do we know this appliesto Mary? By
comparingwhat the Biblesaysabout sin offer-
ings for purification. Luke Chapter 2 talks
about Jesus' birth. Eventhough Jesuswasim-
macul ately conceivedandfreefromsin, Mary
had to make sacrificesfor her purification.

Luke 2:22-24 says, “And when the time
camefortheir purificationaccordingtothelaw
of Moses, they brought himupto Jerusalemto
present himto the Lord asit iswritten in the
law of the Lord, ‘Every male that opens the
womb shall becalled holy tothe Lord’ andto
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offerasacrificeaccordingtowhatissaidinthe
law of theLord, ‘apair of turtledoves, or two
young pigeons.’”

The law on sacrifices for purification is
foundin Leviticus12:1-8. Comparing verses
1-4 and 6-8 to the scripture in Luke explains
why Mary madethosesacrifices. “ TheLORD
saidtoMoses, * Say tothepeopleof Isragl, If a
womanconceives, andbearsamalechild, then
sheshall beunclean sevendays; asat thetime
of her menstruation, sheshall beunclean.And
ontheeighthday theflesh of hisforeskinshall
becircumcised. Thensheshall continuefor 33
daysintheblood of her purifying; sheshall not
touch any hallowed thing, nor come into the
sanctuary, until the days of her purifying are
completed. And when the days of her purify-
ing are completed, whether for ason or for a
daughter, sheshall bringtothepriest at thedoor
of the tent of meeting alamb ayear old for a
burnt offering, and ayoung pigeon or aturtle-
dovefor asinoffering, and heshall offeritto
theLORD, and make atonement for her; then
sheshall be clean from theflow of her blood.
Thisisthe law for her who bears a child, ei-
ther maleor female. Andif shecannot afforda
|amb, then sheshall taketwoturtledovesor two
young pigeons, onefor aburnt offeringandthe
other for a sin offering, and the priest shall
make atonement for her, and she shall be
clean.’”

It would make no sensefor Mary to need to
make sin offerings for her purification if she
hadnosin. Clearly theBibledoesnot teachthat
shewasimmacul ately conceived, sinless.

What isthe point of knowing this? 1 Timo-

thy 2:3, 4 says, “ Thisisgood, and it isaccept-
ableinthesight of God our Savior, whodesires
all men to be saved and to cometo the knowl -
edgeof truth.”

Knowing thetruthislinked with salvation.
Andinorder toknow thetruthfromtheBible,
an individual hasto read and study the Bible
for himself, rather than believewhat otherssay
about religion, even when those peopleclaim
tousetheBible.

The first century Christians even com-
mended people who |looked up what they
taughttobesureitwasintheBible.Acts17:11
says, “Now these Jews were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, for they received the
word with all eagerness, examining the scrip-
turesdaily to seeif thesethingswere so.”

Paul and Silashad been teaching in Beroes,
and the Jewstherewere commended for | ook-
inginthescripturesthemselvestofind out what
they were taught wastrue.

Weneedtodothat today. Even churchlead-
ersmay teach thingsthey know are wrong or
that they have always been taught without
knowingit’snot true.

If wewant to know thetruth, wewill haveto
look things up in the Bible ourselves, no mat-
ter who is teaching us. Otherwise, we are al-
lowing someoneel seto determinewhether we
have accurate knowledge and, therefore, sal-
vation.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste.
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LOOK, MOM SENT ME SOME
PRAWINGS 1 DID WHEN 1
WAS LITTLE!

THATS A
CHICKEN

www.garfield.com
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