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from our viewpoint...

Prairie dog control
a countywide effort

Thereweremorepointsof agreement during the publicdiscus-
sion about prairie dogs on Thursday than there were disagree-
ments, as Sherman County commissionerslistened to morethan
30 citizensvoiceaneed to control thecritters.

If therewasanyonetherewhofeelstheprairiedogisindanger
of extinction, they certainly kept quiet. It appeared that those
present wereunanimousinfeglingtheprairiedogsareaproblem,
and their numbers should be reduced acrossthe county.

Therewasagreement that the ultimateresponsibility layswith
thelandowner to pay for controlling the rodents. Thegroup dis-
cussed how the money should be raised to run a program to re-
ducethe number of prairie dogs.

Several of those present said they believethe county should be
upfront and establishacountywideplanto eliminatetheanimals.
They agreedthat thelandownersshoul d hel p pay for theprogram,
but acoupl e suggested thereshoul d beacountywideproperty tax
similar tothesystemfor roads. Theargument wasthat the people
inthecity and businessownersarelosing money becausetheru-
ral people are spending money to control the prairie dogsrather
than spend it intown on other goods or services.

No matter what method isused, therewasacl ear messagethat
inacooperative effort, the county and the landownersaregoing
to deal with the problem. The plan will be presented at the next
commission meeting on Thursday.

Itislikely toincludeamethod of providing bait tokill theprai-
riedogs, and therewill be atimetablefor thelandownersto vol-
untarily handletheproblemontheirlands. Beyondthat point, there
will beadeadlineafter which, if alandowner hasnot madean effort
tocontrol theprairiedogs, thecounty would stepinto control the
prairiedogsontheselands.

Authority for that isinacounty resol ution approvedin 1980. If
thecounty hastostepinand control theprairiedogs, alandowner
will be notified in writing and within 30 days, if action has not
been taken, the county will go ontheland and spread the poison.
The cost will be billed to the landowner and if not paid, it will
becomealien against the property.

Onesuggestion wasthat if there are morelandownerswho do
not voluntarily make the effort to control their prairie dogs, the
county might hireacommercial firm and that cost would be di-
vided among landownerswhose land istreated.

Nooneat themeeting believesthecountywideeffort will elimi-
nate all the prairie dogs in the county, everyone felt that such a
cooperative and sustained effort can bring the numbers down to
amanageablelevel.

Maybe after the numbersare reduced, someonesaid, it would
bepossiblefor hunterswho seemto enjoy shooting theserodents
to help keep themin control.

Therearesevera piecesof information about prairiedogsthat
add to the concern. Oneisthat the large number of prairie dog
towns increases the number of rattlesnakes. Another isaclaim
that theprairiedogstend to migrate, running up to 10 milesfrom
hometo start anew town. Add thisto the possibility of them car-
rying plague, and there are more reasonsto keep the numbersin
check. This effort will not reduce the numbers as fast as some
peoplewish, but with the continued effort by all thoseinvolved,
it should work.

Huntersprobably cannot handletheproblemat thecurrent level,
butinacoupleof years, after thecooperativeeffort hashadaposi-
tiveimpact, it would beworthlooking into asameansof keeping
them under control. —Tom Betz
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Places, things to see are close to home

Therearelotsof placesandthingsto seeand
doclosetohome, but so often, however, wejust
don’t know about them.

For instance, | had no ideathere was a na-
tional cemetery lessthantwo hoursaway, out-
side North Platte, Neb.

| could probably havegoneoninignorance
of thisnational treasureonmy doorstep except
for the Irag war and the death of an American
soldier.

Marine Capt. TravisAllen Ford waskilled
onApril 4, whenhishelicopter crashedinlraq.
Hehasbeen, and hopeful will be, theonly Ne-
braskankilled in thiswar.

OnSaturday, Steveand| wereinNorth Platte
at the summer meeting of the Nebraska Press
Convention. One of the thingswe did was at-
tend a ceremony honoring Capt. Ford at the
Fort McPherson National Cemetery, in the
Platte River Valley about 30 minutes from
downtown North Platte.

The cemetery, like al national cemeteries,
hashundredsand hundredsof plainwhitemark-
ers. Any U.S. service person and their spouse
and dependent children have the right to be
buried there. Each personisburied in the next
available grave and spouses are buried in the
samespace, unlessboth serevedinthemilitary.

The ceremony for Capt. Ford wasn't very
long, but it wasimpressive. The adjutant gen-
eral for Nebraska, Roger Lempke, swooped
down by helicopter as the press association
members stood with Josie Ford, the late
captain’s mother, histhree brothers and vari-
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ousniecesand nephews.

The short service included talks by the ad-
jutantgeneral, anAir Forcetwo-star, thepress
associ ation president and Capt. Ford’ syounger
brother Matt. Taps were blown and America
wassung. Eventhoseof uswho hadn’t known
TravisFordhadtearsin our eyesaswelooked
over thewhite markers and dozens of Ameri-
canflagsflappinginthelight breeze.

After the ceremony, the children went over
to look at the helicopter and the rest of use
walked back along theline of markers.

Some were very simple— L. Jenkins, one
read. Some had only death dates, many had
birth and death datesand many newer oneshad
shortinscriptions. Capt. Ford'ssaid “ Always
Watching Semper Fidelis’.

Many gave the war the service person was
in— Frank A Page, Co. E, 2Nebr. Inf., SpAm
War.

Sometold of atime when life was harder
and, sometimesbriefer— Edwin Pollack, son
of AndrewandAnneTaylor, DiedAp11,1871,
Aged 3mos, 19 Dys.

Up front we found the grave of one of the
cemetery’s four Medal of Honor winners —
Daniel H. Miller, Medal of Honor, Co.F, U.S.

Cav., IndianWars, Oct. 6, 1877.

A cemetery brochure tells that two of the
otherwinnerswerea sointhelndianWars, Sgt.
Emanuel Stanceand Sgt. George Jordon, both
Buffalo Soldiers, were awarded their medals
in 1870 and 1880.

Thefourth winner was Pfc. JamesW. Fous,
who on May 14, 1968, in Kien Hoa Province
of Viet Nam smothered ahand grenadewith his
own body, saving the lives of the rest of his
patrol.

Therearealmost 8,000 peopleburiedinthe
cemetery, which was established asafrontier
postin1863, theorder signedby AbrahamLin-
coln, and asanational cemetery in 1873.

Asyouwalk around you seeal ot of markers
that say simply — Unknown U.S. soldier —
no name, no date, no indication of where or
how they died or lived On the frontier, it was
common to bury the dead quickly, and often
difficult tofigure out who waswho later.

Steve pointed out that we may never again
have another unknown soldier. The remains
in the memorial at Arlington National Cem-
etery will not bejoined by anyonefromfuture
wars, nor will there be any more plain white
markersinFort M cPherson National Cemetery
that say, “ Unknown U.S. Soldier.”

It's a hard thing to learn that your child,
brother, spouseor friend hasbeenkilled, butit
isevenworsetolosethem and never know for
surewhat happened.

Thank you, Capt. Ford, and all service
peoplefor your sacrifices, and God Bless.

What Is a pyramid scheme?

Dear Attorney General Kline:

My wife wants to become an independent
representative for anew company. When she
sells goods, she will receive a portion of the
profit, but sowill thepersonwhorecruited her.
If sherecruits sal espeople, shewill get apor-
tionof their profitsaswell. | told her that com-
panieslikethisare pyramid schemes, but she
saysthat it'salegal and legitimate company
structure. Which of usiscorrect?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Thepopularity of themulti-level marketing
structureamong smaller companieshasmade
your question a popular and important one.
Whileit isafelony to operate or promote a
pyramidpromotioninKansas, it doesnot mean
that companies which have pyramid-shaped
organizational charts areillegal schemes. In
order to recognize the difference, it isimpor-
tant to define what a pyramid scheme is and
what separates it from alegitimate business
opportunity.

KansasL aw definesapyramid promotional
schemeloosely asan operationwhereaperson
paysmoney for theopportunity tomakemoney
by recruiting others, rather than from the sale
of goods. Some pyramid schemesmay havea
product that they purportedly sell, but the pri-
mary focusison recruiting and adding layers
to the pyramid and collecting money from
thosewhojoin.

Sincemany legitimate companiesalsogive
bonuses for recruiting certain numbers of
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people, those people may haveto pay feesto
join, and they may have a pyramid-shaped
payment structure, how does onetell the dif-
ference?

Theway to recognize aschemeisto know
what placethefinal product holdsinthecom-
pany. Remember, alegitimate company pro-
videsalegitimate product or service and will
deriveitsmoney primarily fromthesaleof that
product.

Askingthefollowingquestionsof arecruiter
will helpyoutell thedifference betweenale-
gitimate opportunity and afel oniousrip-off:

If | havetopay tojoin, wheredoesthemoney
go?If themoney isbeing paid straight to an-
other personfor recruiting you, that may bean
indication that the scheme isless than legiti-
mate.

What do| get paidtodo?If youarepaid pri-
marily for recruiting others, rather than from
providing a product or service to customers,
bevery careful, especially if theincomeyou
receiveisfromthefeesotherspay for joining.

What doesthecompany primarily provide?
If the company makes the majority of its
money through productsor services, itislikely

to provide alegitimate opportunity. If, on the
other hand, you cannot figure out what the
company doesother thanrecruit peopletojoin,
that’'savery good indication that you may be
dedlingwithanillegal scheme.

Many reputable companiesusearecruiting
and payment structure that is shaped like
pyramid, but their income comes primarily
from serving customers. Theillegal pyramid
schemeisthe onethat does not serve anyone
but the person who startsit and cheats every-
oneelse.

Attorney General Phill Klineoffer sthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a vic-
tim of consumer fraud. Although some of the
details have been changed, the cases appear-
ing in this column are based on actual com:
plaintsor questions. For further information
or to file a complaint, please write Attorney
General Phill Kline, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW10th Ave., 2nd Floor, Topeka,
Kansas 66612, or call thetoll-free Consumer
Hotline, 1-800-432-2310.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel-
comes letters from readers. Letters should be type-
written, and must include a telephone number and a
signature. Unsigned letters will not be published.
Form letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed
to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
Wereservetheright to edit letters for length and good
taste. We encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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