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Goodland boy has chance of a lifetime

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

A Goodland youth credits his
teacher with giving him the oppor-
tunity of alifetime, the chance to
interview acelebrity and even be-
comeapublished author.

Andrew Shores, who will be a
fifth grader at North School when
classesstart, isoneof 30 semi-final-
istsinacontest tobecomeajournal-
ist for Timefor Kids, aweekly pub-
lication.

Shoreswaschosenfromover 800
entries nationwide from children
ages 9-13, based on an article he
wrotefrom aninterview withlocal
radio personality Curtis Duncan.
Thenext stagewill bejudged based
onamock interview with First Lady
LauraBush and avideo clip show-
ing Shores' personality andthetop
fivethingsheisgood at. Fifteen of
the30 semi-finalistswill bechosen
asreporters, and Andrew will find
outinAugust whether hewill beone
of thelucky few.

For the mock interview, Shores
said, hedidresearchonthefirstlady
and cameupwithalist of questions
he would ask if he had the chance
tointerview her and abibliography
of hisresearch sources.

Hesaid someof hisquestionsin-
clude: DoesPresident Bushlook to
her opinion and ask her for advice?
How have her travels influenced
her? and since sheis alibrarian,
How doesshefeel about mandatory
screening of Internet computersin
publiclibraries?

Shores said he wondered if the
magazine was having prospective
reporters get ready for one of their
assignments. The magazine hasn’t
interviewedthefirstlady before, he
said.

Hesaid hestarted thinking about
the contest when histeacher at Cen-
tral Elementary School, Phyllis
Zielke, told him to look at some-
thing on a certain pagein Timefor
Kids. Shores said heread therules
and was a bit boggled by the crite-
ria

“| thought, ‘What am | getting
myself into? " hesaid.

Hisfamily agreed. Hisolder sis-
ter, Leah Shores, said the sheet
asked for alist of interviews.

“It makesyouthink youneedalot
of experience,” shesaid.

His mother, Nancy Shores, said
when shelooked at thecriteria, she
didn’t know if her son could dothe
interview. (Andrewisthesonof the
late Norman Shores.)

“| thought we needed to inter-
view someone with a nationally
known name,” she said. “I was
ready togiveup, butMrs. Zielkegot
really determined.”

And the Shores family says that
itwasher determinationthat hel ped
get Andrew where heis.

“I"'mgladMrs. Zielkepushed me
todothis,” Andrew said, “because
if | get to interview someone fa-
mous, it will be because of her.”

Andrew said histeacher pushed
himtoenter thecontest becauseshe
thinks he has a gift for writing and
because hewatchesthe news.

He comes to the dinner table,
Nancy said, and tellsthefamily all
about what was on the news and
giveshisopinion.

He says, “If only they did this,”
shesaid.

“Kids at school ask, ‘Don’t you
ever watch Spongebob? ” Andrew
said.

“1 say, ‘ Of course,
just likewatching the news.

Andrew said helikestodo some-
thing that helps him learn and that
giveshiminformationtostoreinhis
brain.

AndNancy said he'splenty eager
to share that information with oth-
ers. Even after goingtobedat night,
Nancy said, when she says good
night and leavestheroom, heisstill
telling her what he thinks about
what he saw on the news.

“Andrew’s not a man of few
words,” shesaid.

That gift of gab comesoutinhis
writing, too. The article about
Duncan was supposed to be only

" hesaid, “I

Andrew Shores (above) practiced his piano solo for an upcoming performance and showed off a
replica he made of the Duke’s of Hazard car (below) Tuesday. Shores had to make a video of clips
showing his talents and interests for the second phase of the contest to be a Time for Kids reporter.

He will find out next month whether he won.
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overtheinitia fearinstilled by read-
ing the rules for the contest, the
Shoresfamily had to comeup with
someone for Andrew to interview,
set up the interview, record it and
transcribeit, and thenAndrew could
writehisarticle.

“It had alot to do with working
together,” he said. “1 wonder how
much other kids' parents and sib-
lings helped.”

The second phase of the contest
was a family effort, too. The
Shoreses worked together on the
research on the First Lady and on
the video showing Andrew’s per-
sonality.

The Shoreses said they went to
the Kidder Massacre site to show
the beginning of civilization in
Sherman County, showing
Andrew’sinterest in history. They
went toMonument RocksinLogan
County, and Andrew told what it
was.

He listed the top 10 things they
needtoknow about hispersonality,
and they went around town record-
ing Andrew at various places, in-
cluding showing hislovefor read-
ing at thelibrary and showing him
playing the piano at their church.

Andrew also told about Jeff
Vignery, the Goodland pilot who
was held captive in China a few
years ago, showing that world
eventstouch even peoplein Good-
land. Andthevideoincluded asec-
tion on drama, showing Andrew’s
love and talent for acting.

Since the video could only be
threeminuteslong, Nancy said, alot
of thingswere only 10-11 seconds.
L eah was the technician, Nancy
said, andthey had helpfromDuane
Coash.

Andrew said before he did the
projects, he thought the video
would be harder than the mock in-
terview, but now hefeelsthe mock
interview washarder. [t wasn’t easy
coming up with questions, he said.

Andrew said he didn’'t want the
guestionstojust reveal basicthings
that could be answered by doing
researchonthelnternet. Hesaid he

wanted someunusual questionsand
tried to come up with things others
wouldn’t think to ask.

Andrew saiddoingtheprojectsto
enter thecontest hasmadehimthink
about hisfuture.

“It has made me think, ‘Wow!
Maybethisissomething|’ dwantto
doasacareer,”” hesaid, addingthat
healsowantstobeintheAir Force.

But he may get an early start on
hiscareerinjournalism. If heisone
of the 15 chosen, Andrew will bee
reporter for Timefor Kidsfromthis
September until next August.

Hesaidthemagazinewill pay his
airfareand other expenses, seetoit
he staysin a safe place and getsto
whereheneedstogo. Hemay cover
conferences with some of the
people running for president, An-
drew said, but the magazine can't
guarantee that all reporters will
cover something likethat.

And he may get to interview
someone famous. Andrew said he
would like to interview J.K.
Rowling, author of the Harry Pot-
ter books.

But mostly, hesaid, heisgoingtc
be preoccupied for the next month
wondering whether hewon or not.

COLBY

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Colby Community College is accepting
applications for aRadio Broadcast-
ing Instructor. Master’s degree in
communications and previous
postsecondary teaching experience
preferred. Bachelor’s degree
required. Full-time, 9-month posi-
tion instructing radio broadcasting
classes and managing the student-
operated noncommercial radio
station. Announcing and produc-
tion skills required. To apply, sub-
mit letter of application, resume with
resume with references and all
postsecondary transcripts by August
8,2003 to: Public Information, Colby
Community College, 1255 S. Range,
Colby, KS, 67701.

Equal Opportunity Employer
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onepage, Leah said, andtogetitto
fit, they had to decreasethefont and
expand the margins, and then it
barely madeit.

Thank goodness it was on the
computer, Nancy said, rather than
atypewriter. But getting to that
point wasn't easy. After getting

Looking forward to a Great Fair in 2003

Take a break from the Heat!
Come visit Aten Department Store
on Main Street and relax and enjoy
your shopping experience.

Just like the good “ole” days!
Knowledgeable, helpful staff. Large
selection of name brand merchan-
dise and gifts for the entire family.

Your complete HOMETOWN
department store.

Aten Department Store - 1103 Main = Goodland, Kan.

785-899-7101
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