Cowboy poet
at St. Francisfair

Cowboy poet and philosopher
Baxter Black will perform at 7:30
p.m. Thursday infront of thegrand-
standsat the Cheyenne County Fair
inSt. Francis.

“We are happy to have Baxter
Black entertain at thisyear’sfair,”
said Dick Bursch, fair board presi-
dent. “We know he will provide
great entertainment and enjoyment
toall who attend.”

Mr. Black canshoeahorse, string
a barb wire fence and bang out a
Bob Wills classic on his flat-top
guitar. Cowboy poet, ex-veterinar-
ian and sorry team roper, he has
morehair around hislipthanon his
head, but seldomisseenwithout his
tall cowboy hat.

Raised in New Mexico, Black
spent hisworking lifeinthe moun-
tainWest tormenting cows. Now, he
lives in Arizona and travels the
country tormenting cowboys.

Since 1982, Mr. Black has been
rhyming his way into the national
spotlight, and now standsasthebest
selling cowboy poet in the known
universe. He' swritten many books
(includingarodeonovel), recorded
over adozen audioand videotapes,

and achieved notoriety asasyndi-
cated columni st and radio commen-
tator.

FromtheTonight Show and Pub-
lic Broadcasting System to Na-
tional Public Radio, Baxter’s
wacko verse has been seen and
heard by millions. His works are
prominently displayed in both city
libraries and small-town feed
stores.

Yet Black, who still doesn’t own
atelevision, fax machine or cellu-
lar phone, hasn’t changed a thing
about his subject matter or his de-
livery. Hecontinuestofocusonthe
day-to-day upsand downsof every-
day peoplewholivewithlivestock
andwork theland. Driven by aleft-
handed sense of humor, he evokes
laughter just by being there.

Some observations:

“Hecouldmakeadead mansitup
and laugh.” — Washington Post
Book World

Black’s philosophy is simple
enough. In spite of all the comput-
erized, digitized, high-techinnova-
tions now available to mankind,
there will always be a need for
someonewho can “think up stuff.”
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‘Oh, this Is tasty!’

There are thousands of books atthe Goodland Public Library’s
annual book sale, and Teresa Shaffer, 3, found one about the
Lion King to read to her brother, William, 6 months. They are

the children of Maggie and Joe Schaffer of Goodland. The sale
will continue through the middle of August.
Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

By Karen Krien

Theater to host poets, singers

“Wehavea" swingingdoor policy” wherepeople

Cooper and Fred Magley.

Phil Crawford hasonceagain organized the Tum-
bleweed Round-Up, whichwill feature cowboy and
cowgirl poets and musicians along with “just plain
story tellers” at 2 and at 7 p.m. Wednesday at the
CheyenneTheater in St. Francis.

Crawford performers will include the Highway
385 bluegrass group out of Colorado. The band has
performed al over the state and will be one of the
main performersat the Wednesday Round-up.

Amongtheother performerstentatively planning
tocomeare: ErnieKetzner, poet from Bird City; Fred
andFerdinandKrienplayingtheir “ squeezebox” and
guitar; Don Love, guitar and song; and poets Gary

“Wewill havegood, homespun entertainment and
itisfree,” Crawford said, adding that people are
welcometo comefor all or part of theperformances.

The Saint Francis Herald cancomeand go at their leisure,” hesaid.
Crawford hasbeentraveling inthe area, attend-
ing other cowboy poet and music showsfor thelast
six years. For thelast fiveyears, hehasperformed
in the Valentine, Neb., the largest in the United

States.

cisks.com.

“1’ve patterned the St. Francis show after the

Valentine show,” he said.
Crawford was invited to host sessions of the

M ontanaCowboy Poetry GatheringinLewistown
Aug. 15through 17. Hewill also beaperformer.

“l plantogotoL ewistown... | think, beinganout-
of-towner, it is one of the highest honors | could
receive,” Mr. Crawford said.

TheTumbleweed Round-Up hasbeen supported
by businesses. For moreinformation, contact Mr.
Crawford at 785-332-2367 or go to StFran-

Hospital sees financial gains

TheGoodland Regiona Medical
Center board discussed June's fi-
nancial report atitsregular meeting
Monday.

Theincomestatement reporteda
$40,406 net lossfor the month, in-
cluding $53,842 in depreciation
EXPeNses.

Thehospital’schief financial of -
ficer, Andy Laue, said the net loss
isbetter thanit hasbeenand pointed
out that it was less than the
hospital’ sdepreciation expensefor
the month.

Salaries and wages are below
$300,000, Laue said, at $294,041,
which is not where the hospital
wantsthemyet but better thaninthe
past.

Financial reportsfor thepast two
months show a$23,691 net lossin
April, alongwith$302,261insala
ries and wages expense and
$55,605 in depreciation expense.
May’sincome statement showsan
$80,293 net loss, $313,144 insala
ries and wages expense and
$55,426 in depreciation.

The hospital’sloss so far for the
year is$416,856.

Lauesaidthat anincreasein sup-
plies expense was due to the high
cost of suppliesfor a cataract sur-
gery that was done during June.

Board elects
new officers

The Goodland Regional
Medical Center board replaced
an officer and reappointed two
others at an organizational
meeting Monday.

KimDuell wasselectedtore-
placeArdy Showalter assecre-
tary/treasurer. Showalter was
replaced on the board by Patty
Eckhardt.

Lynn Hoelting was reap-
pointed aschairman, and Joyce
Moorewasreappointedasvice-
chair.

Moore, Larry McCants,
Eckhardt and Duell were ap-
pointed to the finance commit-
tee. Doug Irvin, Pete Whalen
and Gennifer House were ap-
pointed to the professional
committee.

Suppliesfor Junecost $111,638, as
compared to $111,305inApril and
$81,703for May.

Lauesaid expensefor purchased
servicesisdownbecausethehospi-
tal got out of aGE mai ntenancecon-

tract that cost $16,000-17,000 a
month. Purchased servicesin June
was $50,246 as compared to
$60,342 in April and $64,084 in
May.

Lauesaid theexpensewill bere-
placed with $16,000 to 17,000 a
month in depreciation on the new
computer system now that itisin
operation.

In other business:

* Laue said the hospital will be
getting quotes on its health insur-
anceplanfor employeesand may be
ableto save somemoney.

* Administrator Jay Jolly saidthe
gift shop is now open in the new
central registration area.

« Jolly said someof thehospital’s
carpet ispulling up from the back-
ingin hallwaysand around anurs-
ing station. Thehospital hasabid of
$1,800for layingtilethere. Itwould
be $18,500 for carpet, Jolly said.

* Director of Patient CareDebbie
Hickman said the city received a
$16,500bioterrorismgrant and that
Bruce Gleason, head of the
hospital’sambulanceservice, used
some of the money to purchase
equipment.

* The board set its next meeting
for 6:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 25.

County buying prairie dog bait
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prairiedog control fromtoday tothe
end of December would be reim-
bursed to the county.”

The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Chuck Thomas, and
passed unanimously withCommis-
sionChairmanKevinRasurevoting
infavor.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
shouldbefair and factual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

West said hewould be available
from 8to 10 am. today for land-
ownerswhowanttopick upprairie
dog bait. The noxious weed office
is usually closed on Fridays, but
West said hewould bearound, and
peoplecancall 785-899-4870toask
questions or arrange an appoint-
ment.

Theprairiedog control commit-

teewill meet at 8 a.m. on Tuesday,
Aug. 12, to discuss more detail s of
the program and how thosewho do
not participate in the control plan
will behandled.

Citizen membersof thecommit-
tee are Harlan Dale House, Ron
Schilling, Ken Klemm, Brent
Flanders, Keith Coon, L ester Cress
and George Cramer.

No Adult

Pool Closing

August 13th

Hours for August 4-13
1to 5 p.m.

Lap Swim

Sixth charged In beating

A sixth person has been charged
in the burglary and beating of a
Goodland man on June 14.

Jessicaloya, 27,921 W. 8th, has
been ordered to appear in court at
10:15 a.m. on Tuesday, to answer
thechargeof conspiracy tocommit
aggravated burglary, alevel 7 per-
sonfelony.

The charge stems from an inci-
dentinwhichAaronB. Hernandez,
23, 2810 Commerce, Lot No. 21,
Manuela Hernandez, 27, 508 W.
15th; Eder Hernandez, 21, 211
Caldwell; Jose Mario Hernandez,
23,301 W. 8th; and Pablo Migueal
Hernandez, 18, 211 Caldwell, are
charged with breaking in the front

door of the home of Jonna Herl at
712 Cherry early inthe morning of
June 14, and beating Justin Colby
to astate of unconsciousness.

Loyaischarged with conspiracy
in the incident, with the complaint
allegingthat shewatchedtheothers
dothebeating.

Pablo Hernandez, Jose Hernan-
dez and Eder Hernandez are
charged with aggravated burglary
for busting in the front door of the
Herl home. The complaint alleges
that infront of her minor child, age
5, committed aggravated battery
against Colby. They are charged
with endangering a child and bat-
tery.

Manuela Hernandez faces the
samechargesplusachargeof crimi-
nal threat that while her brothers
werebeating Colby, shetoldHerl it
was her fault and that if she called
thepolice, shewould“ getitagain.”

Aaron Hernandez faces six
charges, including aggravated bur-
glary, aggravated battery, criminal
threat, endangering a child, crimi-
nal damageto property and domes-
tic battery. Hernandez and Herl
have a child together, and when
Herl was attempting to call the po-
lice for protection, the complaint
charges, Hernandez grabbed her
and told her that she better not call
the police or shewould get it.

West Nile found in Thomas

WEST NILE, from Page 1

Elliscounties.

Asof last Friday, thefederal Cen-
ters for Disease Control had re-
ported positive results from 35
states, including human cases in
Alabama, lowa, Minnesota, Ohio,
South Carolina, South Dakotaand
Texas.

The Oklahoma Department of
Health has confirmed positive re-
sultsfrom six birds.

The Colorado Health Depart-
ment hasreported positivecasesin
22, counties including Prowersin
the southeast and Yuma, Phillips
and Sedgwick inthenortheast. The
state has put out a warning about
mosquitoes along the Front Range
and theeastern plains.

TheSherman County HealthDe-
partment isreminding peopleof the
danger of West Nile Virus since
many will be outdoors during the
upcoming fair.

Preventing mosquito bitesisthe
best way to prevent West NileVirus
infection, thedepartment says. Ev-
eryone can follow a few simple
guidelines to reduce their risk of
being bitten by mosquitoes.

“The chance of contacting West
Nile Virusissmall,” said Kansas
State Public Veterinarian, Dr. Gail
Hansen. “ Neverthel ess, weareurg-
ing Kansansto takesimpleprecau-
tionstoreducetheir risk.”

“Thewarm summer monthsare 3

when mosquitoes are most com-
mon, and they are mainly activein
the early mornings, evenings, and
after nightfall. Limit outdoor activi-
tiesduringthesetimesif youcan. If
you must go outdoors, wear long-
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sleeved shirts, long pants and
socks.”

“Insect repellents containing
DEET work best for repelling mos-
quitoesand should be applied spar-
ingly to exposed skin and on thin
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Sunflower Contest

» Write down as many words (at least 3 |etters) that you
can think of using the word “ Germinate”
« Do not use proper names
« Bring your completed list to The Goodland Star- News
office at 1205 Main

by 12:00 p.m. by Saturday, August 16th
Winnerswill be announced in the Tuesday, August 19th edition

Name

(If you have more than 50, please attach an additional sheet)

clothing. Avoid irritated skin, sun-
burn, cuts and wounds. Use repel -
lentwithnomorethat 20-30 percent
DEET for adults and less than 10
percent for children. Follow all
product instructions.”
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26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
3L
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

Address

Phone

Age

% Goodland

\ ':

Winner of the Sunflower Contest will receivg
aFREE 1 year subscription to:



