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from our viewpoint...

Hustle, bustle of fair
bring us together

Thisisthe high point of the summer for many, with the hustle
and bustle of the county fairs.

There are several thisweek, with the Northwest Kansas Dis-
trict FreeFairin Sherman County sort of inthecenter. Thereal so
arefairsin Oberlin, St. Francisand Burlington thisweek.

County fair timeiswhen everyonegetstolook at what hasbeen
goingonwiththeir neighborsfor thepast year and atimeto enjoy
the summer beforethe school bell rings.

Whiletheweather has been hot and dry in the past month, the
abundant moisture earlier in the spring should mean some good
gardenvegetabl esandflowersto bejudged alongwiththecanned
fruitsand vegetables.

Thefairisawonderful timefor theyoung, withthekidswash-
ing and grooming their animal sto be shown and judged, and the
fun of the evening showsand carnival.

Tonight isthe Howdy Rowdy Rodeo, one of the fun evenings
at the Sherman County fair. It isfun to watch the youngsterstry
their hand at these events. And Wednesday isfun with theranch
rodeo, especially the cow-milking contest.

Oneof thefunniest events of the week isthe Catch aPig con-
test whichwill be part of Family Fun Night on Thursday, and for
thosewhoenjoy smash-it-up action, thereisthe Demolition Derby
on Friday.

Theweek endswiththetractor pull on Saturday and everyone
then returnsto their normal routine and prepares for the begin-
ning of school two weekslater.

Our hats are off to all those who help organize and put on the
many events of the fair which makeit agreat successyear after
year.

Thatincludesthefair board members, who spendthewholeyear
thinking and planningwaystoimprovetheshow. Sherman County
has been blessed with a good group of people who handle the
home-owned carnival, whichaddsenjoymenttothefair and helps
charitable groupsin the community.

TheRotary, Lionsand Kiwanisclubsand other groupsaddtheir
help in manning thefair rides, operating food booths and spon-
soring eventsaspart of theweek’sfun.

The highlight of the 4-H side of thefair isthe animal sale on
Friday, wherekids hardwork over thepast year isturnedintocash
to beinvested in their future, and probably a new round of ani-
malsto carefor and groom for the next year.

Thefair can be counted on to have something for everybody.
Thisisatimetoenjoy andrejoi ceinthegoodtimes. See youthere!
—TomBetz

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes | etters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and a signature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage | etters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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Big steam train engine a joy for rail fans

Shewasright, of course.

It'spretty stupidtobedrivinghomeat 2a.m.
at our age. We're not kidsanymore.

Butit had beenapretty goodday, if youdon't
count getting drenched by one of those thun-
derstormsthat sweep down out of theColorado
foothillson asummer afternoon.

Wewerein North Platte, Neb., on Saturday,
meeting and greeting at a press convention,
then droveto Denver toridethe steamtrain.

You canridebehind steam|ocomotivesmost
any day of thesummer or fall inColorado, little
ones. But thereareonly acoupleof dayswhen
the big engine comesout.

Afew magjor Americanrailroadshaverevived
big steam engines since the diesels took over
inthe 1950s, but the Union Pacific never quit
runningthem. It keepstwobig, modernengines
inservice out of Cheyenne. Both have logged
moretimeinexcursion servicethanthey spent
hauling freight and passengersfor pay.

The Union Pacific has kept the tradition of
steam power aive, though with the latest re-
cession, thetripshavebecomefewer andfewer.
No one knows when the accountants at the
railroad’s Omahaheadquarters might prompt
management to call it quits.

But Sunday, thebigenginewasout and ready
torun. The Challenger isthelargest surviving
operable steam locomotivein the world, 122
feet long and weighing just over amillion
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pounds.

BuiltduringWorldWar 11 to haul freight and
troopsacrossthecontinent, it satinstorageand
on display in apark in Cheyenne for near 20
years. Then volunteer railroad employeesre-
builtitfor excursionduty, joiningfast passen-
ger engine 844.

The 844, unique among big mainline en-
gines, hasnever beenretired. Whentherailroad
called it quitsfor regular steam operations, it
just kept one engine hauling excursions.

But thissummer, and thelast coupleof sea-
sons, the844 hasbeen under repair, acomplete
rebuilding, and the larger, more impressive
Challenger hashandled thefew tripsthecom-
pany budget will allow.

Saturday, the engine handled a round trip
fromDenver to Cheyennefor theannual char-
ity excursion sponsored by The Denver Post.
Thetrip got behind afreight train which was
stuck after breaking acoupler knuckle, andgot
back very late, whichisafamiliar story.

Sunday, theRocky Mountain Railroad Club
sold tickets for the return trip to Cheyenne,

Bible tells of cure-all for

Peoplearea waysseekingamiraclecurefor
whatever ails them, a miracle pill to lose
weight, a miracle cream to make them look
young, amiracleherbtohel ptheir memory, and
thelist goeson. What few peoplelook toisthe
Bible.

TheBible?Yes, it tellsusthat mankind will
all behealthy and young andwill have perfect
minds. Andit tellsuswhat weneedtodotobe
one of those“lucky” people because luck ac-
tualy hasnothing to dowithit.

Where doesthe Bible talk about people re-
gaining their youth?

Job 33:22-25 says, “ Andhissoul drawsnear
tothepit, and hislifeto those afflicting death.
If there existsfor him amessenger, a spokes-
man, one out of athousand, to tell to man his
uprightness, thenhefavorshimand says, ‘ L et
him off from going down into the pit! | have
found aransom! L et hisflesh becomefresher
thaninyouth; let him return to the days of his
youthful vigor.””

Mankind will have the opportunity to have
ayouthful appearanceandyouthful healthand
energy. The scripture in Job foretells these
things in the same breath as saying thereisa
ransom, aredeemer. Christiansrecogni zethat
Jesus is our redeemer in line with Matthew
20:28: “ Just asthe Son of Man came, not to be
ministered to, but to minister and to give his
soul aransom in exchangefor many.”

Because of Jesus' ransom, mankind hasthe
opportunity to liveforever as John 3:16 says.
But that wouldn't be possible if we grew old
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and had health problems. So we will need to
becured.

How will mankind be cured? The prophe-
ciesin the book of Revelation talk about the
war of Armageddonwhen Godwill destroy the
wicked. After those prophecies are fulfilled,
Chapter 20 saysSatanwill beboundfor athou-
sandyears, and Chapters 21 and 22 talk about
future blessingsfor mankind.

Revelation22:1, 2 says, “ Andheshowedme
ariver of water of life, clear ascrystal, flow-
ing out fromthethroneof Godand of theLamb
downthemiddleof itsbroad way. And onthis
sideof theriver andonthat sidethereweretrees
of life producing twelve crops of fruit, yield-
ing their fruits each month. And the leaves of
thetreeswerefor the curing of the nations.”

Similar trees for healing are mentioned as
part of Ezekiel’stemplevisionin chapter 47,
verse12. IntheBible, theterm“treeof life” is
used to symbolizewisdom.

Proverbs 3:13, 18 says, “Happy isthe man
that hasfound wisdom, and the man that gets
discernment. Itisatree of lifeto thosetaking
hold of it, and those keeping fast hold of it are
tobecalled happy.”

What doeswisdomhavetodowithhealing?

wheretheenginesarekept. Thecrew wasback
and theshiny yellow streamliner wasready to
roll.

Though the Saturday trip usually runsfull,
the train was not crowded on Sunday. Many
riderswererail fansfrom Denver, but people
hadflownanddriveninfromall over thecoun-
try. It snot every day youwatchandrideabig,
modern steam engine pulling an authentic
1950s streamliner.

The UP treats in excursion operation with
class. Thecars, usedtherest of theyear to haul
customers, Wall Street analystsand othersthe
company wantstoimpress, arespotless, regu-
larly painted in theline's yellow and red and
frequently overhauled. Thoughthecarsare50
yearsold or more, the air conditioning works
and the uphol stery isnew.

Rocking along the main line to Cheyenne,
you quickly drift back to the eraof dome cars
andcross-country trains. It'sanillusion, but the
bigsouthboundfreightsall duck out of theway
asthetrain rolls through. No sidings for this
special, nored signals.

It was my birthday present, and | was hav-
ing agood day. Not evenacold mountainrain
could spoil that. And Cynthia, though not as
fascinated, at | east feignedinterest. | guessthat
istruelove.

Heck, eventhebusrideback to Denver was
beautiful, and | hate buses.

mankind

John 17:3 says, “ Thismeans everlasting life,
their takinginknowledgeof you, theonly true
God, and of theonewhomyou sent forth, Jesus
Christ.”

Knowledgeof Godand Christislinkedwith
everlasting life. When Jesus was on earth, he
cured many people of ailments that doctors
even today cannot cure, for example hel ping
theblind to see and thelame to walk. He also
raisedthedeadtolifeagain.

A person’s salvation and thus his growing
young again is dependent on God and Christ,
notonacreamor apill. Havingaccurateknowl-
edgeof themandthewisdomto usethat know!-
edgeisrequiredtogainthat salvation. And we
are each responsible for gaining that knowl-
edge.

Ezekiel 18:20says, “ Thesoul thatissinning
—ititself will die. A son himself will bear noth-
ing because of theerror of thefather, and afa-
ther himself will bear nothing because of the
error of the son. Upon his own self the very
righteousness of the righteous one will come
tobe, and upon hisown self thewickedness of
thewicked onewill cometo be.”

James 4:17 tells us that not doing what i
right isjust as much a sin as doing what i<
wrong: “Therefore, if one knows how to do
what isright and yet doesnot do it, itisasin
for him.”

Ignoring God in our lives won’t make him
nonexistent, but getting toknow himby learn-
ing about the Bible can give us an everlasting
futurein perfect health.
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