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Juan Alvarez loaded parts from the Sherman Theatre’s old seats
into a van Friday to take them to be refurbished for an auditorium
in Texas. David Branda, owner of the theater, smoothed the spots
the chairs had been removed from.

Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News
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Teater removes olseatsto makeway for new

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman Theatre will soon
have brand new seats with black
tweed upholstery, and the old seats
will go to Texas to save a perfor-
mance theater there from alate
opening day.

David Branda, owner of the
Sherman, says he’s replacing the
400 seatsinthegeneral seatingarea
with new seatsthat will vary insize
andwill bestaggeredtopreventthe-
ater-goersfrom sitting directly be-
hind each other.

Cy Young Industries, aseat reno-
vationcompany inL enexa, took the
side seats from the theater Friday,
Branda said, and will take the
middle seats out Wednesday, Aug.
13, after the matinee.

The new seats are scheduled to

arrive Monday, Aug. 18, he said,
and until they areinstalled, theater
seatingwill beinthebal cony or you
can bring your own seat.

The balcony seats 90, Branda
said, and the theater had 450 seats
below. There will be fewer seats
after thenew onesareinstalled, he
said, but some seatswill bebigger,
andtherewill bemorelegroom.The
theater will loseoneseat fromeach
siderow, hesaid, andtwofromeach
middlerow andwill loseonerow on
eachsideandtwointhemiddle. But
therewill still beenough seating, he
said, and there will be four inches
more leg room between each row,
and the seats will be staggered so
that nooneisseateddirectly behind
anyoneelse.

Thenew seatswill accommodate
shuggling and the handicapped.

There will be afew love seats,
Brandasaid, and six seatswitharms
that retract so there is room for
wheelchairstogetin. Thatisanin-
crease in two handicapped acces-
siblespots, hesaid, sincethetheater
now hasfour.

Cy Young Industries will use
partsof theold seatstorenovatean
auditoriuminTexas. CarrieYoung,
co-owner of the company, said
Branda called her and said he had
450 seats she could have.

Young said she asked what she
could do, and Branda told her the
company just needed to take the
seatsout.

“It worked out for me,” Branda
said, “andit worked out for them.”

That’s not the only thing that
worked out for the company. A di-
saster showed Youngwhat her com-

pany couldaccomplishthroughnet-
working, and the story will soon
have ahappy ending.

Young said an auditorium in
Texas needed work, and her com-
pany had taken parts of the chairs
out to berenovated while the audi-
torium got new carpet and a new
ceilinginstalled.

The parts were on a truck, she
said, when abrake line caught fire
near Guthrie, Okla. They were all
destroyed.

The truck driver pulled off the
road at 1:30 am., Young said, and
disconnected thetractor and trailer
and pulled away to get thegastanks
away from the fire. Herisked his
life, shesaid, becausehesaw homes
nearby.

Thefireclosedtheroadfrom1:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. destroying the

chairs.

That left Young needing to find
matching chair partsto replacethe
lost ones. Young said she put the
word out shewaslookingfor chairs
and heard from Branda and others
and now has morethan enough.

Young said she got acall from a
manin Springfield, Mo.,with1,500
chairsto sell and from achurchin
Ohiothat wantedtobuy chairsfrom
the company and would give them
their chairs. Those, inadditiontothe
400-500 chairsthecompany hadin
inventory, weremorethan enough,
she said.Now the auditorium in
Texas will meet its deadline, she
said, to beready for the opening of
the symphony.

“Wecouldn'tevenget new chairs
intime,” Young said.

M eantime, the Goodland theater

Street sealing starts\V\ednesday onwestside

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Goodland’sannual street sealing
project will begin Wednesday on
the west edge of the city, and resi-
dentsshould havereceived notices
ontheareasto besea edfirst.

Phil Erickson of the city street
crew said the project would begin
on the west side to avoid conflict
withfair activities.

Thecity hasbeendoingthestreet
sealing every summer for years,
sealing about one-third of the
streetseach year.

Residents in areas to be sealed
will receivenoticesasking themto
movetheir carsoff thestreet during
the day the work is scheduled. In
caseof rain, theschedulewill move
back a day unless the citizens are
notified of adifferent decision.

If asomeoneforgetstomovetheir
car on the specified day, the city
saysitwill makeevery efforttocon-
tact the owner before having the
vehicletowed.

The city spends about $150,000
each year sealing the streets, and
thisyear may test someof thecrack

Murdersuspectcaught

A state trooper arrested a man
wanted in Oklahoma City on two
chargesof first-degreemurder near
thewest exiton|-70 Friday evening.

Sherman County Sheriff Doug
Whitson said they had received a
teletype on Tuesday from Okla-
homa City that Orlando Sanchez
Gonzales, 25, waswanted onawar-
rant for two counts of first-degree
murder andacount of conspiracyin
anmurder that occurredonJune21.
Oklahomaofficialssaidthey felthe
was headed west to Goodland.

Trooper JoeGreenesaid heheard
about the warrant for Gonzales on
Friday morning, and spotted hiscar
westbound on the I nterstate about

9:50 p.m.

“1 happenedtobeonthelnterstate
and was | ooking, and there hewas
a short distance in front of me,”
Greene said. “| knew his vehicle
because | had stopped himintown
beforewhenhelivedin Goodland.”

Whitson said Gonzales was
known to have relatives in the
Goodlandarea, andwasexpectedto
come through there on his way to
LosAngeles, where hewasfrom.

Trooper Greene said Gonzales
was cooperative when he was
stopped. Whitson saidthemanwas
being held in the Sherman County
Bastille for extradition to Okla-
homa.

New Listing

217 W. 7th...Looking for an attractive, low maintenance home? Thisis
it...mint condition home with 2 bedrooms, bath, eat-in kitchen, large
laundry room and living room. You'll find a double detached garage and
storage shed situated in asmall, but well maintained yard. $45,000. For
your personal showing, contact Cynthia Butts.

Cynthia Butts.

Residential Building L ots...Westmore acres...100'x100’ for $18,500 and
120'x100’ for $17,500. These lots are located in a great neighborhood and
are completely plumbed and ready to build or move home onto. Talk to
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Cynthia Butts, 899-3944; Donna M oor e 899-6159.
RICHARDSON’S HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.

=) 1023 Main * Goodland, KS 67735
" 785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426
OR E-MAIL US AT: homested@goodland.ixks.com
Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com
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seal material similartowhatistobe
used at theairport.

Onthewest side, themajor north-
south streets to be sealed are
Cattletrail from 16th north to 8th;
Colorado from 17th to 12th and
from 10th to 8th; Syracuse from
17th to 8th; Montanafrom 17th to
12th and 11th to 8th; Kansas from
17th to 12th; Grand from 16th to
14th; and D’ Lao, Woodland and
Grandview.

The east-west streets include
14th from Colorado east to
Sherman; 13thfrom Cattl etrail east
to Center; 11th from Cattletrail to
West Elementary and from Texasto
Kansas; 10thfrom Cattletrail eastto
Montana; and 9th from Cattletrail
east to Syracuse.

In the northern part of the city,
west of Caldwell, the streets to be
sealed are 3rd from Kansas to
Caldwell; Grand from 8th to 3rd;
4th between Kansas and Grand;
Sherman from 9th to 5th; Clark
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Portrait Studio
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Phetographer Heors: 10am-Tpm
Fiatographer will be avail abde these 5 duys anly:
Thuriday, Auquid T theowgh Headay, bagqust 1]

Goodland (CommerceRd.)

from 8thto 2nd and 7thfrom Main
toClark.

In the southeast part of the city,
the streets will be 16th from
Caldwell to Arcade; 15th from
Mainto Arcade and east to theend
of the street along the Northwest
Kansas Technical College; 14th
from Center toHarrison; 13thfrom
Broadway to Arcade; 12th from
Broadway to Harrison; Walnut
from 16th to 13th; College from

16th to 13th Cherry between 13th ,-\

and 12th; and Harrisonfrom 15thto
13th.

In the northeast, the sealing will
include 2nd from Caldwell to Ar-
cade and from Washington to
Eustis; 5thfrom Caldwell toWal nut
and Harrison to Eustis; 6th from
Caldwell to Arcade; 7th from
Cherry to College; 9thfrom Cherry
to Arcade and 11th from Cherry to
Arcade. Northtosouth streetsinthis
sectionwill beWalnut from 12thto
1st; College from 12th to 4th;
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Harrisonfrom 8thto4th; Washing-
ton from 8th to 6th and from 4th to
2nd; and Eustisfrom 4th to 2nd.
Armory Road from Caldwell to
theNational Weather Serviceoffice
is the northern most road to be
sealed. Thecity will also chip sea
theparkinglot at the CarnegieArts
Center aspart of the project.

by 12:00 p.m.
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(If you have more than 50, please attach an additional sheet)

will soon have black tweed chairs
from Seating Concepts of San Di-
ego, Calif. The seats are manufac-
turedin Texas, Brandasaid.

The theater owner said he de-
cided to buy new seats becausethe
old onesareover 40 yearsold.

“It’'s time,” he said. “The new
oneswill be so much nicer. I’ be
likenight and day.”

Asfor the cost, Brandasaid, it’s
aninvestment.

“David is investing in new
chairs,” Young said, “taking aleap
of faithinthe community.”

Young said shearrived Thursday
whilepatronswerestill inthemovie
and was impressed with the gooc
feeling among the people of Sher-
man County and with the theater.
It's anice size, she said, and so
clean.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our office at (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair andfactual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Sunflower Contest

RULES

« Write down as many words (at least 3 |etters) that you
can think of using the word “ Germinate”
« Do not use proper names
« Bring your completed list to The Goodland Star- News
officeat 1205 Main

by Saturday, August 16th

Winnerswill be announced in the Tuesday, August 19th edition
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Winner of the Sunflower Contest will receiv
( aFREE 1 year subscription to:
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